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Abstract:
In Florida, chronic flooding and sea-level rise (SLR) will ultimately require the
relocation of vast urban and suburban infrastructures to land that is currently fifteen to twenty feet
above sea level. However, that eventuality is 100 to 200 years into the future for most locations and the
forces acting on SLR may have abated or stabilized in that timeframe. Land development strategies for
inland areas at higher elevations should account for future growth from coastal migration inland.
Concurrently, coastal areas with infrastructural capacity should continue to be developed, densified, and
optimized for both economic and environmental resiliency. Investments in roads, utilities, civic spaces
should be utilized to their fullest capacity in the time they are useful rather than be abandoned leaving
the cultural investment underutilized. This principal is examined through the case study of the coastal
barrier island Longboat Key, Florida. The current development model is predominantly low-density,
seasonal single-family and multi-family dwellings. Longboat Key is currently facing both rising waters
that largely impact the Sarasota Bay side of the Key in addition to significant beach erosion – both of its
8-mile shorelines are actively being lost. However, Longboat Key is the wealthiest zip code in Sarasota
County and the 5th wealthiest zip code in Florida (Miami Beach is the top). Longboat Key is an economic
resource that is critically important to expanding resilient infrastructure in other parts of Manatee and
Sarasota Counties. Perhaps counter-intuitive, it could be true that coastal development in the near
term, using ‘paid-for infrastructure,’ can provide the resources for long-term more resilient
development. This presentation will explore that idea and how and what types of development might
be appropriate in vulnerable locations.
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