By MARY PILON

Dan Nemets, a sophomore at
Central Michigan University,
likes the TV show “Family Guy,”
heavy-metal musician Ozzy Os-
bourne and a good pipe.

Mr. Nemets took up pipe
smoking 18 months
ago after strolling into
a pipe and tobacco
store near the Mount
Pleasant campus with
a friend. Mr. Nemets
can’t smoke in his
dormroom but has net-
worked with other
youthful smokers on
Facebook in the Collegiate Gen-
tlemen’s Pipe Smoking League.

“They say everyone has anin-
ner child,” the 19-year-old says.
“I guess I have aninner old man.”

Friday is International Pipe-
Smoking Day, when a number of
puffers will unite to protest to-
bacco taxes and smoking bans.
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They will also engage in slow-
smoking competitions to see who
can keep a pipe going the longest.
Each contestant is given just two
matches. Events, which will go on
all weekend, are promoted by the
International Premium Cigar &
Pipe Retailers Association.

Health advocates may warn
of oral cancer, mouth
lesions and rotting
teeth, but Mr. Nemets
and his online breth-
ren are in the van-
guard of an unlikely
set of smokers taking
to the brier—people in
their 20s.

“They’re eager to learn,” says
71-year-old Vernon E. Vig, presi-
dent of the New York Pipe Club
and the United Pipe Clubs of
America. Mr. Vig started smok-
ing apipe as anundergrad at Car-
leton College 53 years ago. “Back
then, everyone smoked a pipe,”
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Mr. Vig savs, His group, which
meests monthly in Manhattan,
has seen a definite increase in
college students and young pro-
fossionals, he Says.

MNao one tracks how many
young men and women are pipe
smokers. But sales of pipe to-
bacco are rising again after
yvears of decline, and many think
young smokers are the reason.
.5, snles of pipe tobacco plom-
meted to 4.9 million pounds in
2008, from 52 million pounds in
1970, says Norman Sharp, presi-
dent of the Clgar Assoclation of
America. Sales climbed to 5.3 mil-
lion pounds in 2008. Pipe to-
bacco and smokeless tobacco

 sales are on the rise, offsetting
over adecade of decreases in cig-
arette sales,

FPipe-smoking groups on so-
clal-notworking sites like Face-
book and MySpace have at-
tracted thousands of members.
Ouestions in the forums include:
A bent or straight pipe? Does any-
one have a favorite perique Loul-
siana tobaceo blend? What is the
CONsENsus on corncab pipes?

Svkes Wilford, 28, burned his
to when he first started
smoking a pipe as a freshman at
Vanderbilt University, in Nash-
ville, Tenn. He now swwalks new
smokers through the first puffs
in his own store in Little River,
5.C.. to ensure they don't meet
the same fate., Although he
mostly carries traditional pipes,
he's trying to bring a modern
cdze to the ancient habit. “For
me to have an iPhone in one hand
and a pipe in the other 15 not un-
usual,” he says.

To appeal to his own demo-
graphic, Mr. Wilford hired an-
other yvoung pipe smoker, Adam
Dovidson, 27. The two created a
Wwelb =ite where they post pho-
tos of their inventory. They tout
the thriftiness of smoking a
pipe in newsletters. The two
contend that smoking a pipe, in
the long run, is cheaper than
smoking eigarettes. That has
been a great selling point with
the cash-strapped, ramen-noo-
dle-eating crowd, the men say.

Money played a role when
Ed Rice picked up his first pipe.
The Zl-yvear-old junior at the
Iniversity of [llinods at Urbana-
Champaign began puffing two
vears ago. “We bought the
cheaper-end ones,” he says, His
plpe cost around 30, but he es-
timates he spends much less
than cigarette smokers do on
their tobacco habits—Iless than
510 a week.

Tom Moran, owner of the

-

115-vear-old Rich's Cigar Store in
Portland, Ore., noticed a recent
uptick in sales of corncaob pipes,
which retail for 54 1o 37 in his
atore, and “starter” bricer pipes
that soll foras much as 522 95, Al-
though the youngsters have less
cash than some of his older clien-
tele, he welcomes the business,
“you hate towatch your custom=
ers die off,” Mr. Moran says.

Bill Shindler, the pipe special-
ist who works the store floor of
Rich's, estimates that GO0% of the
yvounger pipe smokers who come
in once stay with it. “They're
looking for an alternative Lo ciga-
rette amoking.”

Out With the Bulls

Mr. Shindler also says that
smoking trends reflect the
changing ecanomy. His store did
a booming business in expensive
clgare during the bull market of
the nineties,

Sales of pipe
tobaceo are rising
again after years of
decline, and many
think yowng
smokers are the
LSO rt.
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“Clgars said, ‘T've made it," "
Mr. Shindler says. It was a form
of reward for vourself, When
Wall Strect crashed, people
backed off from that.” Pipe smok-
ing, he savs, has a more calming
effect. "Itz a comfortable
aroma. It reminds you of
grandpa. People are looking for
that kind of comfort.”

Joanna Murnkami, a statis-
tics praduate student at Univer-
sity of California at Riverside,
took up pipe smoking at 18 be-
cause it looked like the coolest
thing ever.” The 24-year-old
lighta up about once a woek.

Her reaction to onlookers,
surprised at the sight of a young
woman with a pipe? “I don't
care,” she says.

Public-health experts, of
course, don't think pipe amoking
iz at all cool. It's smoking, and
it's dangerous, they sawv.

“The end result would be
they'll have fewer teeth.” savs
Jasim M. Albandar, a professor
of pericdontologey at Temple Wni-
versity, in Philadelphia. Dr. Al-
bandar headed up a study pub-
lished in December 2000 that fo-
cused on the dental impacts of
pipe and cigar smoking. He
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found that pipe smokers had Se-
vere plague, inflamed gums and
higher risks of periodontal dis-
ease, cven though they tend to
smake less often than cigarette
amokers do,

“It's a misconception that
pipesmoking isahealthy alterna-
tive,” says Thomas. . Glynn, direc-
tor, cancer science and trends,
for the American Cancer Socicty.
Dr. Glynn says that pipe smoking
has been associated with oral can-
cersand lesions of the lip, tongue
and gums which ean cause severe
facial disfiguration.

Youthful pipe smokers seem
to think the habit is less harmful
than smoking cigarettes because
the smokelisn't inhaled. “I recog-
nize that it can be hazardous in
the extreme,” Ms. Murakami
says, but “it scems healthier
than smoking a cigarette. It
helps me calm down, and it helps
me think.”

Others like that it's still un-
conventional in style. “There's
something culturally attractive
about amoking o pipe,"™ Mr. Wil-
ford says. “There may be some
nostalgla there, toon.”

Serious Puffing

There will be some serious
pullTing and pondering at slow-
amoking compotitions today and
thizs weeckend to commemoralo
this vear's International Pipe-
Smaoking Day,

Skip Elliott, owner of the Bri-
ary in Homewaood, Ala., will hold
a slow-smoking compotition on
Saturday and expects some af
his more yvouthful regulars to at-
tend. He estimates that o quarter
of his business comes from peo-
ple under 30. “They come in
Eroups,” Mr. Elliott says.

He =ayve that smokers pile in
from the nearby universities,
text each other, "and soon
there's a line out the door.™

Young smokers have been
swapping emalls, sending Face-
book messages and Googling for
information about technigues
and strategies for smoking com-
petitions. Many are competing
for the first time.

But, as Mr. Memets learned at
his first competition in October,
young lungs aren’t necessarily a
ticket toearning a tobacco trophy.

“1T ecompeted against a
O&-yvear-old,” Mr. Nemets says.
“1 ot miy butt Kicked:" Mr. Nem-
ers's time was 26 minutes. The
SG-yoear-old kept his pipe lit for
more than two hours, Mr. NMem-
ets savs.

“There's a technigue,™ Mr.
Nemets says. “And ['ve still gotta
learn it.”
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