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THE OLD FOX CROSSES THE FINISH LTNE

A Memorial  Statement for

James A.P. Ketchum, Jr .
Past Commodore, SLSC

] . t r .p l  .

Randal l  Rice
SLSC Histor ian

When E1ly and T jo ined the Sai l ing Club in 1964,
Jim Hart  was Commodore. J im quickly introduced us to
his predecessor,  J im Ketchum and i t  was a good thing
because Jim set the standards for the club at
that  t ime. He also set  the pace!

. .  J im was vi th the founding group that,  formed the
SLSC that we know today, in 1957. fn 1960 he vas elected
Vice-Commodore and became our 3rd Commodore in 1961. When
I say set the standards and the pace, he l ived a credo
that exists today, ie:  (1)  "Find out what has to be done"
(2) Do i t  and energize others to do i t  a1so" !

And then there was racing! J im, sof t -spoken, never
said too much, but when he nras out on the lake in his
windmitt ,  wind or no vind, he somehorr came in f i rst  more
often than not.

This abiJ. i ty to sni f f  out wind where there was no vind
earned him the t i t le "The Fox of  ,sarat .oga Lake"!

You would th ink that  th is abi l i ty  would make him a
rr loner ' r .  Far f rom i t !  J im was one of  the most social
beings that ever wore a seahorse patch.

His wi fe Betty was with him in many of  these act iv i t ies
- when she wasn' t  managing The Yarn Shop. J im supported
this act iv i ty because i t  gave him a f ine source of  te l l ta1es
for his r igging. J im was also the father of  two daughters:
Barbara and Betsev.

Unfortunately Betty became very i1 l  and could no longer
keep up Jim's act iv i ty pace. J im never stopped: his social
l i fe at  the Club was in demand at  most funct ions.  After Bettyrg
passing he became an expert .  dancer and for awhi le was squir ing
a lady r+ho taught be1ly-dancing. However,  the ul t imate t r ibut .e
came r+hen he brought three ladies to the Commodore Bal l
and outdanced al l  three !

J im was a very handsome man and soon met an equal ly
lovely lady,  Gladys, whom he marr j -ed and moved happi ly in
ret i rement to Naples,  Flor ida.

In the last  ten years J im became very act ive v i th the
Salvat ion Army and the Army provided an Honor Guard at  the
funeral .  Captain Robert  Smith gave the Eulogy.

Born in I9I4,  J im l ived an outstanding and meaningful

l i fe for  B7 years.  His corr t r ibut ion to SLSC cannot be overstated.

His spir i t  is  st i l1 wi th the Club: we wi l l  a lways miss him.


