LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MESA COUNTY
ANNUAL MEETING MIUTES
AUGUST 24, 2020
Present: By Zoom: Deb Tittle, Toni Brammeier, Henry Snyder, Kaye Snyder, Peggy Rawlins, Robyn Parker, Anita Pisciotte, Bernie Buescher, MaryBeth Buescher, Jan Moorman, Debra Kalish, Ann Brach
Proxies: Dave Pilkenton, Marcia Bilbao
Guest:  Steve Volman
The meeting was opened at 7:07 by Chair Deb Tittle.  She welcomed the participants and introduced the Leadership Team.  
Deb noted that the Annual Manual and the Annual Report had been previously distributed.
Tribute to lifetime member Arleta Carr was presented by Robyn Parker.  Arleta was a valued, active member who will be greatly missed. 
The call to order was 7:19 pm. Anita Pisciotte will take minutes.  Tittle noted the voting protocol process. A motion is made, a call for a Second to the motion, Discussion, Voting on motion.
Quorum is ¼ of the 2020 members of 45, which requires 9 members to be present.  There are 11 plus 2 proxies.  Thus, a quorum is present. Minutes will be reviewed and approved or amended by the Leadership Team.
Program for the year.  Robyn Parker presented the theme Making Democracy work.
It was M/S/P (Rawlins, Brammeier) to continue with the theme “Making Democracy Work”.
Leadership Team Report—Deb Tittle
The service of two retiring members of the Leadership Team was noted. Cynthia Edwards has filled many roles on the Team and Henry Snyder, Treasurer, newsletter, and other roles.  Heartfelt thanks for their commitment and service to the League.
Members to the Leadership Team. Team members serve a 2-year term.
Volunteers nominated from the floor were Jan Moorman and Debra Kalish.  Current member Peggy Rawlins was nominated for another 2-year term. 
It was M/S/P (Rawlins, Moorman) to name Anita Pisciotte as Secretary of the Leadership Team.
It was M/S/P (Tittle, Parker) to name Toni Brammeier Treasurer.
It was M/S/P (Tittle, B. Buescher) to elect Peggy Rawlins to a two-year term on the Leadership Team. 
It was M/S/P (Tittle. Brammeier) to elect Jan Moorman to a two-year term on the Leadership Team.
It was M/S/P (Tittle, Rawlins) to elect Debra Kalish to a two-year term on the Leadership Team.
Tittle noted that the Leadership Team meets the first Wednesday at 2 pm.
Nominating Committee:  Having no nominations from the floor the Leadership Team will fulfill this function.
Membership Committee.  Toni Brammeier reported.  Due to Club Express we now have the ability to do rolling date memberships, one year from the date of payment of the membership dues.  There will be an automatic renewal notice to member.  Dues can be paid on Club Express.
We now have a membership support fund that consists of donations from members to aid with the payment of dues for those unable to pay the full amount.
Membership count:  We had 70 members last year, down to 43 in January, now at 53.  We need to focus on recruitment.
Communication and Technology Committee:  Brammeier reported. We have moved to Club Express data base and web site starting on February 14, which was the League Birthday.
Social media:  we have Facebook presence, with 450 followers, 80
% are women, over 1000 views per month.
The newsletter has been redesigned.
Fund Raising Committee:  Brammeier reported the goal of $8500 and looking for members to help with fund raising.  
Voter Services.  Robyn Parker reported
Events and Program Committee.  The summery is in the Annual Manual.  Still need volunteers for this committee and help is needed to the supports for events such as tabling, refreshments when possible, etc., 
Voter Services.  Last year we did voter forums, voter registration, and Vote 411.  We are looking at School Board and any ballot issues.  US House District 3 and State Ballot Issues forums will be done in coordination with La Plata County and other LWV chapters, if possible.  These will all be on Zoom.  There will be an upcoming City Council election and possible ballot issues.  We continued partnership with KWSI ‘s Civics in Action.
Vote 411 is managed by the State LWV, but we must gather information and answers to questions on local candidates and any local ballot issues.  This is generally a lot of work, we need help.  Persons can join the committees online.
Financial report.  Brammeier reported.
The 2020-21 budget was presented.  A goal of $8500 in fund Raising and expenditures of $8459.
It was M/S/P (Brammeier, H. Snyder) to accept the budget as presented.
Changes to Mesa County LWV By Laws
Article 1,2,3 are changes made to comply with the State changes.  Change in Article 5 is due to our instituting rolling membership.
It was M/Z/P (Tittle, Kalish) to accept changes to Article 1,2,3 to come into alignment with LWV Colorado.
It was M/S/P (Tittle, M. Buescher) to accept changes to Article 5 allowing rolling membership.
Volunteers Needed.  We have struggled for a few years since the loss of paid Director Lorna Naegele.  We now have set up the infrastructure for other volunteer jobs and we are in great need of volunteers for a variety of roles.
Events: There will be a Congressional District 3 forum coordinated with La Plata LWV. We are currently waiting for candidates to respond to offered dates.  
There will be a Reproductive Rights presentation in September.  The LWV has a position of pro-choice. Stay tuned for details.
Member Poll:  Brammeier reported the responses to the member poll on interests.  The #1 interest is in diversity, inclusion and equality.  Then others are National popular vote and elector college, climate change, health care, income inequality and money in politics.
The meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm.
Bernie Bueschedr spoke to the progress being made on the Redistricting initiative.  He encouraged applications to be a member.  Call him if interested or see redistricting.colo.gov for application form.
The repeal of the Gallagher Amendment is on the ballot, referred by the State Legislature. The long-term negative impact of this amendment with the huge growth in residential property on special districts and rural areas in particular has been very serious.
Anita Pisciotte, Secretary

