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¢ƘŜ bƻǾƛŎƪ /ŀǊŘƛŀŎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ  
ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊŘƛŀŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ-ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ /ŀǊŘƛŀŎ /ŀǊŜΦ 

²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴƎŜƴƛǘŀƭ ƻǊ ŀŎπ
ǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ  
ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ 
 
hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǊƴΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 

ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ 



 
 
 

 

 

The NCA trip to Voronezh in October 2016 was the seventh team led by Dr. Novick to the 
Voronezh Regional Hospital site. NCA staff and co-founders Pavel Shauchenka and 
Frank Molloy are now considered frequent repeat visitors to the site. They were accom-
panied by 3 other volunteersðmaking a total team size of 6, from 6 nationalities.  

The first Voronezh trip in November 2013 was comprised of 16 team members. Team 
size reduction is evidence of a more confidently and competently functioning specialist 
local team and is a testament to the success of earlier teams, and the inherent quality of 
the local team. 

During our trip, 10 operations  were completed on 10 children and many, many more 
were evaluated. Of the 10 operations, 6 were led and performed by the local surgical 
team, Dr. Sergey Bykov and Dr. Denis Greznov. This is a critical component of the NCA 
trips: enabling and educating to support and build on existing independent practice. In 
fact since Dr. Novickôs teamôs very first trip, 1 in 3 of all surgeries were performed by the 
local team; and with each additional visit, the complexity of the operations that local 
teams are able to lead increases.  

Voronezh, Russia  



Patient List  

1. Alina Smokvina   2 months       *PA Band, PDA ligation 

2. Roman Kolesnichenko  2 years  Resection Sub Aortic Membrane (SAM) 

3. Aleksandr Akhmatov  1 year   VSD closure, ASD Closure, PA debanding 

4. Mikhail ñMishaò Vasiliev ñ 2 years  Fontan ProcedureðStage 3 Norwood 

5.  Danil Mitrofanov   6 days   Arterial Switch  

6.  Vladislav Shelko   2 months  Arterial Switch and PA debanding, removal of  

        BT shunt 

7. Anastasia Khrapko  13 years  RV-PA Conduitðafter Tetrology of Fallot Repair  

8. Gleb Kokin    1 year  VSD Closure and PA debanding 

9. Maxim Milukov   2 years  RV-PA Conduit, Left PA Augmentation 

10. Zinaida Podorozhiko  7 days   IAA Repair, PA Band   

 

 

*Abbreviations used on page  

PA - Pulmonary Artery - the artery supplying blood to the lungs 

RV-PA conduit - a tube from the Right Ventricle to the Pulmonary Artery - to replace a deficient pulmonary valve apparatus, 
or a too small or absent main pulmonary artery 

VSD Ventricular Septal Defect - a hole between the two pumping chambers 

ASD Atrial Septal Defect - a hole between the two collecting chambers 

IAA - Interrupted Aortic Arch - a ñbreakò in the continuity of the main artery supplying the whole body 

Arterial Switch - a surgical repair of Transposition of the Great Arteries (TGA) whereby the pulmonary artery and Aorta are 
connected to the wrong ventricles.  

BT shunt - Blalock-Taussig Shunt a tiny tube - usually 3 to 4 mm  between the artery system and the pulmonary artery to im-
prove Oxygen levels. A Temporary palliative procedure which rarely last more than 1 year. 

PA banding / debanding - the placing of removing of a temporary narrowing band around the PA to protect form higher flow - 



 
Polina 

Upon arrival - The local team had been busy with a complex 
case the previous week, about whom they had consulted 
Drs. Novick and Shauchenka. When the team arrived,  
Polina, a baby of just  few weeks of age - operated a week 
previously was still on the ventilator, but progressed and 3 
days into the trip she was bundled up ready to  
be discharged to the neonatal hospital   

 
 
 
 
Aleksandr ñSashaò was a 1 year 2 month old boy with  
Trisomy 21 (T21 - Down Syndrome), who had been  
operated on by the local team in April 2016 at age 8 
months. On October 19th, he has a VSD and ASD closure 
and removal of his Pulmonary Artery banding, again per-
formed by Dr. Bykov. Children with T21 have an increased 
risk of pulmonary hypertension, but Sasha came off the 
ventilator 10 hours postop, was feeding enthusiastically 
from his mother in the ICU on the first post surgical day 
and left the ICU 2 days postoperatively. Traditionally,  
parental presence in the ICU is, in some former Soviet 
Union centers, severely restricted - or even completely 

prohibited. The Voronezh center has a progressive approach and has adopted an open 
visitation policy from the visiting team. Nurse Natasha enjoys her time with Sasha.  

 
 
 
Roman  
Two-year-old Roman was operated on October 18th 
by Dr. Bykov and assisted by Dr. Greznov 
for Sub Aortic membrane. He made a rapid recovery 
and left the ICU the next day. Here he is in the  
corridor outside the ICU shortly before he was to be 
be sent home 5 days later.  

 

 

 

 


