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Abstract
Established in 1982, Optikos is an engineering and instrumentation firm that uses optics
as an enabling technology for clients with applications that include medical devices and
diagnostics, virtual reality and consumer products, aerospace and defense systems, and
automotive sensing and imaging applications.
In its earliest days, the field of optical engineering was focused on lens design and
straightforward imaging systems. With each decade came hot new technologies and the
sometimes-rapid rise and fall of companies looking to profit quickly from them. From the
early commercial copiers and instant cameras to large scale reconnaissance systems to fiber optics, digital
cameras and now lidar—Optikos has managed to stay the course. How have we done it? This talk is about
taking a broad view, being open to any challenge, and staying nimble as technologies emerge, rise, and
sometimes die while other technologies leap from a seemingly brash idea to widespread adoption.
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