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Overview  

¸ Summary Information about the Lummi Nation  

¸ Flood Situation on the Reservation  

¸ Flood Damage Prevention and Mitigation  

¸ NFIP and CRS Administration  

¸ Special Issues on the Reservation  

¸ Advantages and Challenges  

¸ GAO Report  

¸ Future Inquiry  



 

Lummi Nation Overview  

 



Brief History ð The Reservation  

¸ The Lummi Indian 
Reservation was 
created and 
reserved for the 
exclusive use of the 
Lummi people by 
the 1855 Point 
Elliot Treaty.  

 

¸ The Reservation is 
intended to be a 
permanent, 
economically viable 
homeland for the 
Lummi people.  



The Lummi Reservation Today  

¸ The Lummi Reservation is 
comprised of approximately 
12,500 acres of upland and 
about 7,000 acres of 
tidelands.  

¸ The Lummi Nation and/or 
enrolled members own about 
75 percent of uplands.  

¸ The Lummi Nation owns 100 
percent of the tidelands.  

¸ Ownership Status:  

¸ Trust  

¸ Individual Trust  

¸ In Process (fee to trust)  

¸ Tribal Fee  

¸ Fee 



Lummi is a Fishing Tribe  



Lummi is a Fishing Tribe  



The Lummi People  

¸ There are approximately 

4,650 enrolled Lummi 

tribal members.  

 

¸ Approximately 2,650 

tribal members live on 

Reservation ð the 

remainder live in the 

region or elsewhere.  

 



The Lummi Government  

¸ The Lummi Nation is a sovereign government and has been 
since time immemorial.  

 

¸ The Lummi Nation was one of ten tribes nationally that 
initiated the Self -Government Demonstration Project (1988).  

 

¸ The Lummi Nation is governed by an elected 11 member 
Lummi Indian Business Council, various commissions, and 
the General Council (all voting enrolled members).  

 

¸ There are numerous departments (e.g., Cultural, Economic 
Development, Police, Education, Health, Planning, Natural 
Resources), an independent Tribal Court system, and a 
Lummi Tribal Sewer and Water District.  



 

Flooding Situation on the 

Lummi Indian Reservation  



Riverine Flooding  

¸ The Nooksack River is a 
regular source of flooding; 
mostly in October through 
February.  

 

¸ Damage to residences, 
roads, Natural Resources 
Department facilities  

 

¸ Road closures (Marine 
Drive, Slater Road) are 
common annually 
throughout the rainy 
months; Haxton Way 
floods if levee breached or 
overtopped.  

 



Riverine Flooding  

¸ Recent major floods:  

¸ November 10, 1990: 100 -year Flood  

¸ November 24, 1990: 100 -year Flood  

¸ January 1 -4, 1997: Levee overtopped due to ice dam.  

¸ October 18, 2003: 10 -year Flood  

¸ October 21, 2003: 10 -year Flood  

¸ November 7, 2006: 10 -year Flood  

¸ January 8, 2009: 50 -year Flood  



Coastal Flooding  

¸ The coastline of the 
Reservation is 
vulnerable to coastal 
flooding in low -lying 
areas: Gooseberry Point, 
Sandy Point Peninsula  

 

¸ Damage to residential 
buildings, hatchery, and 
commercial/industrial 
facilities at Gooseberry 
Point.  

 

¸ Road erosion and debris 
deposit along roadways  

 



Coastal Flooding  

¸ Recent major floods:  

¸ December 2000  

¸ December 2001  

¸ January 2003  

¸ November 2003  

¸ February 2006  

 

 


