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2016 PORSCHE GT3 RS REVIEW - (LEGO VERSION)
Christmas morning, 1982. And 
it was time to unwrap the big box ‘From 
Santa’. I picked it up and lightly shook it, 
hoping for that jangly-plastic-shuffle Lego 
signature sound. Was it there? YES!!! That 
year, I must have been a really good boy, 
because Santa gave me set #8860, an 
large-scale Lego car. Now, when you think 
Lego cars from the early 1980s, you’d be 
safe to assume a small, squared-off, pix-
elated affair with an accompanying mini-fig-
ure, but set #8860 was from the ‘Expert 
Builder’ series, which meant something else 
entirely. This car measured almost 2 feet 
in length. It had a working steering wheel, 
working rear suspension, and a working 
4-speed transmission with a gated shifter. 
Even the pistons in the engine moved back 
and forth on the crank when the wheels 
turned. By early 1980s standards, set 
#8860 was pretty much as state-of-the-
art as a Lego set could be, save for one 
very curious detail: Unlike any production 
car then being currently manufactured, 
this model had a rear-mounted, flat-four, 
air-cooled motor. Sound familiar? The 
similarities between Lego set #8860 and 

the underpinnings of our 912s are uncan-
ny. I swear, the hours I spent building and 
studying this set are what planted the seed 
in me for future Porsche ownership.
 Flash forward to today, 2016. On June 
1st of this year, Lego released set #42056, 
which is a highly detailed recreation of a 
Lava Orange GT3 RS that the Swedish 
toymaker developed in close collaboration 
with Porsche. Seeing as a Lego set played 
such a formative role in my early appreci-
ation for Porsche engineering, I knew this 
new set was something I would seek out 
the day it went on sale, and shared here are 
my impressions.
 The first thing you notice is the box. It 
is designed more like a coffee table book 
than something meant to package a toy. No 
loud graphics, no multiple views, rather it 
has just a single, dramatic rendering of the 
GT3 RS model set against a black car-
bon-fiber backdrop. The Lego logo is in the 
upper left corner. The Porsche logo is in the 
lower right corner. When you open the box, 
you are greeted with an 8” x 10”, 1.5” thick, 
instruction book, that is mostly solid orange, 
but which is actually a detailed photograph 
of the hood of a real GT3 RS. This book is 
then framed by 5 smaller boxes which each 
containing different stages of the model. 
One of these boxes has circular cutouts 
on the outside, which house the miniature 
Lego GT3 RS signature rims, which were 
developed especially for this set.
 The first 35 pages of the instruction 
book are a very nice unexpected treat. They 

briefly describe the heritage of Porsche 
and the 911, all the way up to the current 
GT3 RS. They then go on to describe the 
collaborative process of creating the Lego 
version, which received a lot of input from 
Porsche engineers at multiple stages. I think 
my favorite detail from this section, is when 
Dr. Frank-Steffen Wallister, VP Motorsports 
and GT Cars at Porsche, talks about how 
some of his enthusiasm for Porsche actually 
originated with Legos, or more specifically, 
with Lego set #8860, which he still keeps 
on display in his office! But then comes the 
1st of the 856 steps it takes to assemble 
the over 2,700 Lego pieces into the finished 
model. So lets get started…
 As with a real GT3 RS, the build goes 
in stages. You start with the largest section 
first, which is the chassis and running 
gear. This is actually a pretty spectacular 
and educational section to put together. 
It almost can go without saying that this 
model has working steering, working 
suspension, and working pistons, when 
advanced Lego sets have been doing 
this since at least 1982. The main attrac-
tion here, is that as with a real GT3 RS, 
this Lego model features a WORKING, 
double-clutch, paddle-shifted transmis-
sion!!! Pulling on the levers located behind 
the steering wheel causes a connecting 
cog to make a 1/4 turn, which activates 
a little arm, which keys into a mechanism 
that changes the gears. One paddle shift 
walks the gears up, the other walks them 
back down. Quite simply, it is a miracle of 



Summer 2016 25

               by Charles Danek

engineering executed in PVC plastic.
 Once the chassis is built, you move 
onto the frame, the interior, and finally 

onto the body itself. The last thing you are 
supposed to do is put the wheels on, but of 
course I cheated and put them on soon as 
I could. That being said, for the most part, 
you will want to pay super-close attention 
to the instruction details. It is easy to put 
pieces on at slightly the wrong place, or to 
put something on backwards, and then not 
realize your mistake until maybe 50 steps 
later, and then have to undo everything to 
make a correction. It says on the box this 
set is for kids ages 16+, but I actually think 
the real intended audience is mechanically 
inclined adults. For anyone who has the skill 
to work on their own 912 (or else has kids 
who have forced you to keep up your Le-
go-building chops) the model takes about 
10 hours to complete. 
 Be warned, the Legos in set #42056 
are not really like the ones you remember. 
Some of the building techniques are remi-
niscent of the Expert Builder series Legos 
we had back in the 1980s, or the Technics 
kits they then morphed into, but the new 
pieces now are very stylized compared to 
traditional Legos, almost to the point of not 
being recognizable to traditional builders. 
Virtually everything is assembled via pins 
locking into holes, and not via pieces snap-
ping onto other pieces and being held there 
by friction. It is sort of more like a plastic 
erector set rather than Legos, but what this 
philosophy lacks in Lego tradition, it makes 
up for in strength, functionality and realism. 
Criticisms? I wish the box was sturdier, and 
I wish the paper in the instruction manual 

was higher quality. (Riddle me this? Why 
has Lego used the same, super-easy to rip 
paper for their instruction sheets since the 
1970s? Can’t they figure it out?) Also, there 
is mistake in the instructions, that would 
lead you to put the gears on in a way that 
causes the transmission to shift 1-3-2-4 
instead of sequentially, but Lego published 
a fix for this on their web site. (You just need 
to switch steps #267 and #269 with one 
another.) Some of the pieces in the set have 
design elements silk-screened onto them, 
but there are also a lot of stickers you need 
to apply. For a set that retails for $299.99, 
the stickers feel kind of cheap, but I guess 
this was the price point Lego wanted to hit, 
and I guess having some stickers is part of 
how they managed it.
 But really, I am being picky with my 
criticisms. Heck, if you don’t want to put 
up with having to apply stickers and having 
to figure out how to make the gears shift 
sequentially, then you should go find anoth-
er set that lets you build a fully functioning 
Lego GT3 RS that is over 2 feet when fully 
assembled. Oh wait, that’s right, you can’t 
— because really there is nothing remote-
ly like this set! Like the GT3 RS itself, set 
#42056 is totally in a league of its own, and 
like Lego set # 8860, I think it promises to 
help create a future generation of Porsche 
enthusiasts (Provided parents will let their 
kids have a turn playing with it.)
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Name:

Address:

Email:

Annual Membership (circle one):  1 Year $35 2 Years $70 (For outside of USA members, add $15 per year.) 

Porsche 912 ownership is not required for membership; the following items are optional:

Car Year:  

Body Style (circle one):  Coupe   Sunroof  SW Targa  HW Targa

Original Color Code:     VIN:

Special Notes:

Membership Application Form

Photocopy and mail with a check or money order to:
912 Registry
P.O. Box 3436
Clovis, CA 93613



912 Registry
PO Box 3436
Clovis, CA 93613

912Registry.org

To Order: Send check payable to 912 Registry to: Karol Nesdale, PO Box 3436 Clovis, CA 93613
Be sure to specify Quantity, Item, Color and Size. All prices include Shipping and Applicable Taxes.

Driving Cap
Low profile 6-panel with preformed visor and adjustable leather 
strap. Available in Black, Red, Blue and Khaki. All hats are a 
faded stone washed look One size fits all. | $19

T-Shirt
Logos front and back. Men’s $18 | Women’s 
$12 (fitted)

Polo Shirt
Available in Black, White and Grey with silver 
embroidered logo. Men’s M-L-XL-2XL | $28

Key Fob
Just what you need to finish off your interior restoration, or to impress 
the concours judges! Genuine hand-stitched leather with cloisonné 
enameled 912 Registry logo. | $10

Grille Badge
The original and most sought-after 912 Registry ‘goodie’. Genuine 
cloisonné enameled badge measures 3.5” diameter and comes with 
mounting hardware. | $45

Limited Edition Red Grille Badge
A Limited Edition and numbered 912 Registry grille badge is now available. With a new red 
color, only 100 will ever be produced! The re-engineering of the fastener spacing prevents 
damage to your engine grill screen. These are available on a first come, first served basis. 
Measures 3.5” diameter and comes with mounting hardware. | $65

912 Registry Official Merchandise


