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PRE-“VOUS” - THE KID IN THE EYE CANDY STORE
For years I told myself some-
day I will go to the Pebble Beach Con-
cours D’Elegance and the associated 
events on the Monterey peninsula. Since 
the 2016 912 Registry West Coast Ren-
dezvous began on the Thursday following 
Pebble Beach, here was a two-fer that 
was too good to pass up. I would go to 
Monterey for a “Pre-‘Vous.”
 I left in the wee small hours of the 
thunderstorms that soaked San An-
tonio in mid-August, so I spent much 
of Thursday in Watsonville cleaning 
my 912. After Rick, my brother-in-law, 
arrived from South Carolina we headed 
for the Barrett-Jackson auction. What 
a pleasure to wander through the cars 
staged for the auction - cars I’d only 
read about. Among the more mem-
orable were a gull-wing Mercedes, a 

perfect cream-on-cream Speedster, 
Whitney Houston’s Bentley, and a Jag-
uar XJ220. White gloved staffers moved 
from car to car blowing off ash from the 
wild fires that burned south of Monte-
rey, evidence of how fragile California’s 
beauty really is.
 Well before sunrise Friday we drove 
the 912 down Highway 1 to the Werks 
Reunion. Arriving early got me prime 
parking right next to Ken Brown’s red 
1966 912 with a serial number 13 lower 
than mine. Ken’s car is the perfect one 
on the left. The Porsches on the green 
were stunning, but just wandering the 
rows of Porsches on the fairway was a 
treat. I was exhausted.
 We weren’t the only ones enjoying 
car week. Later in Carmel we passed 
a chauffeur standing by Cary Grant’s 

Mercedes. Some of the locals, in the 
spirit of the Olympics and inspired by 
generous amounts of non-petroleum 
based social lubricants, cheered as we 
drove past, holding up paddle-signs 
rating the Porsche 9.4, 9.2, 9.8…. I 
laughed out loud!
 I enjoyed Saturday at the Rolex 
Monterey Motorsports Reunion at La-
guna Seca for the variety of machinery, 
and for the fact that they’re running on 
the track at speed. I wish I could say the 
Porsches were my favorite, but I really 
favored the beauty of the mid-century 
Jaguars and Maseratis, and the sheer 
brute power of the Can-Am and big-
block American iron. We sat on top 
of the hill looking down at the famous 
corkscrew as a parade of cars thun-
dered past. Magic!
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 I was afraid Pebble Beach would 
be a disappointment after the Werks 
Reunion and Laguna Seca. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. It really 
is the Super Bowl of car shows. I have 
never seen so many exquisite cars 
in such a beautiful setting. The Ford 
GT40s were featured, but for some rea-
son the American Motors mid-engined 
AMX/3 coupes and the Lamborghini 
Miuras stuck out in my mind. It was 
cool to see the LeMans winning 1949 
Porsche 356 SL coupe after watching 
the 919s win at COTA in 2015. Some-
how Rick managed passes to the BMW 
hospitality suite, so we were refreshed 
with free food, an open bar, and a 
perfect vantage point for the awards 
ceremony. Life is sweet, but somedays 
its sweeter than others. For me the 
Pebble Beach Concours D’Elegance 
was about as sweet as it gets.

                 by Mike Vriesenga
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE...
• Richard Maxey’s award winning preservation class 912
• The East Coast Rendezvous
• Timing is everything
• Stoddard Steelies
• Eric Chan photo essay
• Russell Turpin Restoration
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When you join the 912 Registry, you are joining a vibrant community of dedicated car enthusiasts. You also will receive our club magazine 
which publishes four times per year. In order to increase efficiency and make life more manageable for our volunteers, the 912 Registry only 
accepts credit card payments for membership and membership renewals. 

https://912-registry.clubexpress.com

Annual Membership: 1 Year $35 or 2 Years $70 (For outside of USA members, add $15 per year.) 

Porsche 912 ownership is not required for membership.

Join us!



912 Registry
PO Box 3436
Clovis, CA 93613

912Registry.org

To Order: Send check payable to 912 Registry to: Karol Nesdale, PO Box 3436 Clovis, CA 93613
Be sure to specify Quantity, Item, Color and Size. All prices include Shipping and Applicable Taxes.

Driving Cap
Low profile 6-panel with preformed visor and adjustable leather 
strap. Available in Black, Red, Blue and Khaki. All hats are a 
faded stone washed look One size fits all. | $19

T-Shirt
Logos front and back. Men’s $18 | Women’s 
$12 (fitted)

Polo Shirt
Available in Black, White and Grey with silver 
embroidered logo. Men’s M-L-XL-2XL | $28

Key Fob
Just what you need to finish off your interior restoration, or to impress 
the concours judges! Genuine hand-stitched leather with cloisonné 
enameled 912 Registry logo. | $10

Grille Badge
The original and most sought-after 912 Registry ‘goodie’. Genuine 
cloisonné enameled badge measures 3.5” diameter and comes with 
mounting hardware. | $45

Limited Edition Red Grille Badge
A Limited Edition and numbered 912 Registry grille badge is now available. With a new red 
color, only 100 will ever be produced! The re-engineering of the fastener spacing prevents 
damage to your engine grill screen. These are available on a first come, first served basis. 
Measures 3.5” diameter and comes with mounting hardware. | $65

912 Registry Official Merchandise


