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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: 

On the long weekend of September 25th ï 27th, Corvettes de Olympia put on a tour of Oregon.  This is a 
photo report on this tour. 

Day 1 

We gathered at Haggen Food on the west side for an 8:00 a.m. start.  It was a work day, and someone 

had a small accident involving a guard rail on US 101 that we had to pass by. Many of us just barely made 

it to our gathering point on time, and a few of us had to catch up after we left.  All said and done, the initial 

tour group included: Denny and Josette (lead), Lee and Sherry, Brian and Betsy, Will and Marilyn, Billy and 

Wendy (Platoon 1 tail gunner), Arthur and Carla (Platoon 2 lead), Jim and Karen, Carolyn, Mike and Con-

nie, Anne, George and Lynne, and Shoshanah (Platoon 2 tail gunner). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We headed west to Montesano in light rain, where we 

took a quick break. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the break, we headed for Blue Slough Rd. for a 

relatively slow and rain-soaked road run. 

 

 

 

 



 

Next Meeting  
 Nov. 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  

 Hawks Prairie Inn Restaurant, Lacey, WA  

Heartbeat of Olympia 
The Heartbeat of Olympia is the official publication of Corvettes de Olympia. It is published monthly and 
samples can be obtained by writing to: Corvettes de Olympia, PO Box 2154, Ompia WA  98507-2154, or by 
contacting any club member.  Heartbeat of Olympia Editor-in-Chief: Wendy Forcier 
 
Corvettes de Olympia is a non-profit organization formed in 1972. Our purpose is to: 

1. Develop friendship and pride among Corvette owners and drivers, 
2. Encourage skillful, safe and sportsmanlike driving habits on the highways, 
3. Improve relations between the community and Corvette people, 
4. Actively promote, sponsor, organize, and supervise sports car competition, outings, meetings and 

other Corvette or sports car activities. 
 

Annual membership dues are Familyð$55.00, Singleð$27.50. Monthly meetings are normally held at 7:00 
p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at Hawkôs Prairie Restaurant. Meetings are open to any and all 
Corvette enthusiasts. 
Visit us on the web at: www.corvettesdeolympia.org 

Past Presidents 

Corvettes de Olympia 

1972  Rich Lockhart      

1973  Larry Johnson   

1974   Rich Lockhart   

1975   Terry Halliday  

1976   Ralph Adams 

1977   Bill Pollard   

1978   Sandy Lockhart     

1979   Mike Halliday     

1980   Ralph Adams      

1981   Larry Johnson      

1982  Mike Halliday      

1983   Karen Johnson       

1984   Jerry Crabill         

1985   Tom Kuchman    

1986   Larry Johnson      

1987   Duncan Johnson  

1988   Skip Burch         

1989   Jim Turcotte   

1990   Karen Johnson 

1992   Tom Kuchman 

1991   Ron Zielin 

1993   Roy Scioli 

1994   Tom Hanson 

1995   Tom Kuchman 

1996    Peggy Rogers 

1997    Peggy Rogers 

1998    Karen Johnson 

1999    Randy Harris 

2000    Randy Harris 

2001    Jim Turcotte 

2002    Peggy Rogers 

2003    Peggy Rogers 

2004    Vince Punteney 

2005    Vince Punteney 

2006    Vince Punteney 

2007 Brian Cousineau 

2008 Peggy Rogers 

2009 Meagan Renick 

2010 Meagan Renick 

2011 Meagan Renick 

2012 Meagan Renick 

2013 Anne Wax 

2014 Anne Wax 

2015 Anne Wax 

 
 
 

 

 

 

We transitioned from summer to fall with two phenomenal tours. 

The Oregon tour was my favorite ever.  The roads were stunning and so much fun to drive.  And then we went to Port 
Townsend, where the social energy at each rest stop was so engaging that Dennyôs cowbell could not compete. 

Why was the energy so high in Port Townsend? I think it reflected the growing levels of member involvement. Several 
examples come immediately to mind. 

This year we enjoyed 3 new tours suggested by members, and initiated platoons.  At least six members capture and 
share photos and videos, LOTS of people helped prepare for Vette Fest, and new members join the club eager to 
become involved. 

I am once again impressed by what a great club we have, and look forward to seeing you at the Holiday Parade and 
End of Year Celebration. 

Save the Wave, 

Anne 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 

From Blue Slough Rd., we headed south on US 101 to the McDonaldôs in Raymond.  After the break, we continued south on 101, 4, and 401, to the Asto-

riaïMegler bridge across the Columbia to Astoria. 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a break at Fred Meyers, we drove south on US 101, east on OR 22 and then sought out mountain road OR 53.  Duncan had recommended OR 53 

as yet another Tail of the Dragon-type road, and it didnôt disappoint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the excitement of OR 53, we had a relatively sedate drive on Northfork Rd to Nehalem.  We ate lunch at the Pizza Garden Restaurant in Nehalem.  

We picked this place because it had a five-star rating, and it most certainly did not disappoint. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 

After the great food and funny faces in the sunflower picture board, we headed south to the Tillamook Cheese Factory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival, we were joined by Billyôs parents, Dan and Valetta Smith, and their bright Yellow C5. We all had ice cream treats, and did such things as watch 

the cheese-making process.  Then we went south on US 101, and east on OR 22 to Grand Ronde for a break.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we went south on US 101, and east on OR 22 to Grand Ronde for a break.  

After a quick break at a Shell station in Grand Ronde, we were off to Dallas on OR 22 to finish this first day at a Best Western. 

 

Day 2 

The next morning, we had breakfast at the hotel and entertained each other 
with interesting stories about the previous dayôs antics.   Then back on the 
road again.  We headed east for the mountains on OR 22 by way of Salem, 
where we met up with Mark.  

Salem presented a challenge in that OR 22 turned into a series of city streets 

with obscure twists and turns. Thanks to our radios and much perseverance, 

we made it through Salem and again headed east for our first break at a 

Safeway in Sublimity. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 

We then blasted east into the mountains, where we took a brief, impromptu break at a restaurant (name unknown) on the North Santiam River, and then 

back on the road again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then took a right onto OR 20 and drove west on 126 towards the Lava Fields. We stopped at a park overlooking the McKenzie River and Sahalie 

Falls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

  

We then headed south on OR 126 for McKenzie Bridge and the small town of Rainbow, where we had lunch at the Takodas Restaurant (some of us had 

the world famous chicken strips at the deli next door). 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After gaining about 3000 feet of altitude, we arrived at the Dee Wright Observatory in the lava fields were we spent time climbing up and around the obser-

vatory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then continued east on OR 242 through the Whispering Pines in the Deschutes National Forest still heading towards Sisters and a favorite past timeé

shopping. 

We stopped in the town of Sisters for snacks and shopping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the ice cream, window shopping, and generally experiencing the sunny town, we had an easy drive via east on OR 126 and then north on US 97 to 

Madras. (Note that after our time in Sisters, OR, Carolyn headed for Bend to visit with an old friend and Mom and Pop Smith headed for home.) 

After lunch, we doubled back on OR 126 to OR 242.  This mountain pass was originally a wagon trail and is famous as a narrow, twisty, and scenic route. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At dinner, Denny told everyone that he was ñso tired from having a great day that he barely remembers the great day, so WOW, we had a great day!ñ 

 

Day 3 

We huddle at 8:30 a.m. after a wonderful continental breakfast at the hotel and headed north on US 97. On the way, Billy gives us tips on how to recog-

nize the major peaks in the Oregon Cascades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stayed at the Inn At Cross Keys Station, a fine hotel in Madras, and had dinner together at the nearby Mazatlán Mexican restaurant. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: 

 

 

Once back on the road, we soon cut off onto US 197.  The drive was scenic and fast across this 

high desert country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took a 30 minute stop in The Dalles for gas and snacks, and drove over The Dalles Bridge 

into Washington.  

 

 

 

 

 

Then we headed west on WA 14 along the Columbia River towards Carson.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once in Carson, we stopped at the Backwoods Brewing Company for lunch. 
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We drove 20-25 minutes of beautiful Cow Canyon desert mountain land, and then reach our first break. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: cont. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch, we headed into the Gifford Pinchot National Forest.  This segment of the drive included a beautiful stretch along Wild River Rd. made notable 

by fresh pavement and plenty of tight curves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took a break at the Pine Creek Information Center, which we had visited earlier in the year on our Windy Ridge tour. 

Heading off, we traveled north on the very rough National Forest Road 25 going up the mountain and then down the other side to Randle. 

 

We took an uneventful break at Randle. 
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3 Day Oregon Lava Fields Tour Report: by Denny Miller: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We finished up the tour by driving to Elbe for one final stop, where everyone said their goodbyes.   

And then, we drove to Yelm by 5:15 p.m. 

  

In summary, it was a great trip.  Many of us are thinking about trying it again next year as a two-day trip that starts with a drive down I-5 to Salem or Eu-

gene. 
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