
 (UPDATED 3 -15 -17)  

1950 -  1959  
The Cincinnati Ski Club was founded by three guys;  Robert Chalfant Pugh II, Richard C. Duble   and Mike 

Fremo nt in 1950 . Their idea was to start a club so they could economize on travel, gear and 

accommodations and maybe meet some athletic desirables of the opposite sex, as well as have a critical 

mass for outings (in those days it was mostly Boyne M ountain). And so it went.  Trips consisted of carpool 

road trips to Boyne (12 hours because there were no interstate highways then)  and even  a carpool trip to 

Sun Valley, Idaho . 

 

(Per Mike Freemont ...)  I think we started CSC in the summer of 1950, we being Bob Pugh, Dick Duble 
and I, respectively from Hyde Park, Mariemont and Clifton. We wanted to ski within our meager budgets 
and augment our limited romantic acquaintances. We visited Shillito's and Bolles & Brendamour which 
later agreed to look into stocking some equipment in Cincinnati. We thought we could get reduced hotel 



rates and bus trips if we were a club speaking for more than 1 or 2 people. We hoped to amass enough 
others to have a critical mass to make this work. 
 
We met at each other's houses (usually our parents') or restaurants or at the lodges of ski resorts after 
skiing and drinking hot wine drinks by the fireplace or during dinners at Boyne City in an old hotel with 
antlers in the lobby. (Dilworth Hotel)  
 
We skied at Boyne, Sun Valley and maybe others did, I did, at Alpine Resort in Morrow, Ohio and 
Bellefontaine, Ohio. That is where I saw snow covered with large patches of blue, from sitzmarks of skiers 
wearing new blue jeans, country style at the time. 
 
In the short time I was active in the club we went mostly by car, 2 or 3 of us at a time - 3 of us to Sun 
Valley non-stop I think in 1951. 
 
Friends from CSC sailed on Cowan Lake although there was not a formal connection. 
 
With a young business and getting married in 1952 I became preoccupied and drifted away. We lost Bob 
Pugh soon after. Dick Duble moved away. 
 
Members I remember were Graham Hunt, Arthur Grogg, Charlie McCullough, Betty Randolph, Bill 
Portman (Rob's father), Don Hinkley, Fred C. Mayer (of Montreal), Gerry McDermott, Susie Jackson and 
Herbert Cragin. A Scandinavian whose name I forget designed the CSC patch which artfully used the 
figure of a skier to say CSC, blue on white. (see patch below)  

 

So really we didn't accomplish much, but we were pretty young, and it was enough of a spark to ignite a 
permanent fire, in the large size you have attained. 
 
How we would have appreciated Perfect North in those days!    

 Mike Fremont 
 



  Original CSC patch  
 

   Bill Maxwell joined the Cincinnati Ski Club after being released from the US Army, probably in 1954. 

Meetings were on Wednesdays at the Bronze Lanturn (near Rookwood) at the corner of Smith & Edwards 

Rd. It is  now a gas station. The club organized c ar -pool trips to Boyne Mountain in Michigan  at their 

meetings. Volunteer d rivers raised their hands, & then riders raised their hands until the cars were full. 

Almost everyone had their own skis (possibly Army issue)  with bear trap bindings & no releases. Bill 

recalls once leaving his rear seat passenger at a gas station in Michigan on a car pool trip when he 

thought the guy was asleep un der a blanket in the rear seat.  Bill reports he served in the Board capacity 

of ñAbominable Snowmanò.  As such, he provided snow reports at Wednesday night meetings which he 

then verified when the official weather report came out the following day!  

Rudy Parzer worked at Shillitos selling ski equipment around these years before starting  his own ski shop 

on Galbraith Rd., 1/4 mile West of I -75. Bill remembers that someone broke into Rudy's shop through 

concrete blocks & stole lots of equipment one time.   

Rudy passed away in June 2016. His family & som e CSC friends  buried his ashes  below a  tree  & spread 

some  ashes on Ruthie's Run at Aspen Mountain during the Feb. 2017 CSC Snowmass trip, as he requested 

in his will.  

Bill Oscamp (of jewelry fame) had bought a 1942 Grayhound bus in Pa. in 1946. Bill Maxwell then bought 

the bus in  1956 for CSC ski trips. (see photo below) It was normally a 34 passenger bus, but there was an 

aisle modified in the middle to accommodate card tables on both sides, plus 2 bunk beds in the back 

where the 5 person bench had been. There was also a  unique  commode added n ear the back on the  side 

by  the emergency exit door. It consisted of a large potato chip can with a seat on top. To empty it, the 

bus was pulled to the side of the road  so that the emergency door  tilted away from the road. The door 

was opened, & the potato  chip  can  contents were spilled out. Bill sold the bus in 1966.  

Bill met his future wife Jan on the bus about 1957 & they married in 1959. (another of many CSC hook-ups) 



 

 

    Bill & Jan Maxwell, & the bus ...      2013  

 

  

1960 -  1969  
The Cincinnati Ski Cl ub was incorporated in Dec. 1960. The original Trustees were Richard Kuck, Lee 

Rohde, and Dorothy Gatch. Meetings were at the Bond Hill American Legion Hall.  

For those mechanically inclined... On a 1963 trip coming home on a very cold nite from Boyne  Mount ain , 

Bill was driving  the Maxwell bus  & noticed that the air -brake tank pressure was slowly declining. He used 

the hand brake as much as possible &  finally  stopped in Toledo for food & repair. The air compressor was 

working & cycling  air  into the first air  "wet" tank where all the moisture gets trapped. However, the 

second air tank with the gage showed lo w pressure. He used a road flare  to thaw the pipe between the 

wet & dry tanks until he heard a pop of ice shoot into the dry tank. Then, to prevent further  freezing, he 

removed the air cleaner on the compressor & poured some gin into the compressor inlet. The gin was 

considered very appropriate because the bus was now 21 years old!  

Eventually, CSC chartered bu ses when the "Maxwell Bus Lines " was no longer av ailable. They dutifully 

divided the cost by the number of seats, but lost money if all seats were not filled. So  they  began to over -

book, like the airlines, in order to possibly have a profit for a CSC club reserve.  However, on the first trip, 

Tom Avril w as a board member &  was  also the bus ca ptain. The bus had been over -booked  so Bill Maxwell 



& others had been forced to drive in a car. But Tom  was on the bus & had all the money. O n the trip 

home, he figured out that everyone on the bus was du e a $7 refund  for the bus costs  & he gave e ach of 

them the cash on the bus. Bill & the car volunteers were very upset  at having driven for no gain , & of 

course, there was no  CSC reserve from that trip.  

Bill recalls his first trip West when they ran into a snow storm & had to overnite in Kit Carson, Co. enroute 

to Aspen. He skied Aspen on his honeymoon in Feb. 1959 with  wife  Jan. He skied Breckenridge with hi s 

sons in the 1970's. He did not  recall when he faded away from CSC . Bill passed away in June 2015.   

 

   In Aug. 1960, CSC was planning a European t rip with help from  CSC member, Rudy Parzer. (see Cinci. 

Post & Times-Star article below) 

 

Then in Feb. 1961 the CSC chartered a TWA Constellation  for their trip to Europe. The  flite was delayed 

leaving for a day due to s now covered runways in the East. They flew to Munich, bused to ski in Kitzbuhl, 

& then took a train to ski in DeVos & then a train to Paris. The plane  home  stopped for fuel in Shannon 

Ireland as was the custom of the day, where low priced liquor was typica lly purch ased at the Duty Free 

store. A Cincinnati  newspaper had a photographer meet them at CVG & published the picture below with 

69 people.      (Note the suits & ties)  



 

 (There is another copy of this picture with each person numbered.)  So far, the fol lowing people have been 

identified  in this photo : Jack Price, Jean Boyer Price,  Grueningham, Bill Frytag, Jane French, Russ French, 

Don Miller, Ann Boyer, Dick Ku ck, Skip Kuch,  Rudy Parzer & one  current  CSC member , Bob Vandewalle. 

Also in the picture, but not identified are: Aileen Schottelkotte, George Hoppin, Sue Pence, Clover 

Brodhead, Conner Fey, & Charlie Seifert.  

 (if anyone can help with further identification, let John Myers know) 

CSC had a trip to Lech, Austria & Davos, Switzerland in 1968, but no one has provided any further details.  

 

CSC directory, 1965 - 1966:  



 

 

          CSC used red arm bands as identifiers  on the ski slopes  

1970 -  1979  
Around 1970, CSC & the Dayton ski club decided to form an association. Irish Condorodis & others from 

Cincin nati met with Bob Miller & Corky Kole of Dayton to form the Ohio Valley Ski Council, named by 

Corky. They met at the Kenwood Medical building & soon got Lexington & Springfield to join. The OVSC 

continues today with about 15 club s as  members.  

The 70ôs saw a big increase in membership and trip variety somewhat due to the popularity of skiing 

overall and supported by better and safer equipment. The club began running water ski trips in the 

summer at Lake Cumberland which were very popular.  Cases of beer were stacked on the front decks, 

making sure to leave a window for the houseboat driver to see out.  A trip leader  recounted one houseboat 

trip  to Lake Cumberland that had one of the participants in jail for mooning on the dock before he had 


