
Western Massachusetts Master Gardener Association Training Application

Name: Last  ___________________________  First _______________________________  MI _____
Mailing Address:   ____________________________  City__________________________ State ____   
Zip   ______________   County   _______________________________
Phone:   Day__________________ Evening   _____________________ Cell: _______________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________
1. Why are you interested in becoming a Master Gardener? 


2. What are your gardening interests and experiences?


3. Do you have any related educational background, such as horticultural, botanical, design training?


4. What other volunteer organizations have you participated in?  Describe your activities in those groups.


5. What volunteer or professional skills do you have, such as technical/computer knowledge, managerial experience, technical writing, public speaking, hobbies, that you would enjoy using to support WMMGA?


6. Would you feel comfortable speaking with the public about gardening questions at various venues such as farmer’s markets?


7. Have you ever been professionally employed in a horticultural-related business (landscaping, garden center, landscape design, etc.)?  Do you hope to start such a business or become so employed in the future?


8. As part of the Master Gardener Certification process, interns are required to complete 60 hours of community service in approved projects (i.e. email and phone hotline, the Big E, community gardens, farmers markets etc.) in Berkshire, Hampden, and Hampshire/Franklin counties.  Are you willing to travel and able to complete service hours by December 31, 2019?

9. How did you hear about Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners Association?? (friend/newspaper/radio)



Please read the following carefully and sign below:

I wish to apply for the Master Gardener Training Program beginning January 2019. 

I understand that I must have basic computer skills and reliable access to a computer and the internet in order to participate in this training program since training documents will need to be downloaded and/ or viewed during the training course. 

I understand I must attend classes from 8:30 to 3:30 one weekday each week from January through April 2019, along with one orientation meeting during the first week of January 2019, and will become a certified Master Gardener only when I have completed the following:

· payment of the non-refundable $375 tuition fee upon acceptance into the program. Deadline for receipt of tuition is November 30, 2018. 
· the three-month course, which includes fulfilling weekly homework assignments, quizzes, and the final exam.
· 60 volunteer hours by December 31, 2019, fulfilling the requirements in each designated area: Continuing Education, Community Service, Educating the Public, Administrative Support.
I am filing this application to take the Western Massachusetts Master Gardener Association (WMMGA) Training Course with the understanding that WMMGA is a service organization. To that end, if I am accepted into the program, I will fulfill the obligatory 60 service hours required to become a Master Gardener. Upon completion of the WMMGA training (class, exam, and intern hours) I will be certified as a Master Gardener in Western Massachusetts. To maintain my certification, I will pay my annual dues, actively participate in the volunteer activities of the organization, completing a minimum of 15 hours of service and 3 hours of continuing education annually in support of WMMGA programs. 

I further pledge that I will not use my MASTER GARDENER title to promote any commercial venture.

Signature ___________________________________________ Date _____________________________
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image1.jpeg




