
A Quiz on the Doctrine of Christ 

What can we say about Jesus? He is the central figure in all of history. He is the one who divides 
history. He is the one who towers over history. He is the one who will bring history as we know it 
to its conclusion. How well do you know what the Bible teaches us about Jesus? I teamed up with 
Mark Jones, author of Knowing Christ, to prepare a quiz that asks thirty questions about Jesus. 
Read each carefully and circle your answer. 

1. Jesus Christ is fully God. 

True False 

2. Jesus Christ is fully man. 

True False 

3. Jesus is divine, but not equal in divinity with the 
Father. 

True False 

4. Jesus is two persons: a divine person and a 
human person in one.  

True False 

5. Jesus has a human body, but a divine mind.  

True False 

6. Jesus has two natures which are mixed together 
to form one nature.  

True False 

7. Jesus has two wills, not one will.  

True False 

8. Jesus created the world. 

True False 

9. At the incarnation, God the Son became a man.  

True False 

10. Jesus laid aside his divine attributes at the 
incarnation and then took them back up after 
his resurrection.  

True False 

11. Jesus was born in 1 AD. 

True False 

12. As a baby Jesus did not cry (As expressed in the 
Christmas carol “Away in the Manger” which 
says, “The little Lord Jesus, no crying he 
makes.”). 

True False 

13. While he was on earth, Jesus the man had 
incomplete knowledge. 

True False 

14. Jesus was an only child. 

True False 

15. The Chalcedonian creed is wrong to refer to 
Mary as the mother of God. (“Begotten before 
all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, 
and in these latter days, for us and for our 
salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God, according to the Manhood.”) 

True False 

16. Jesus learned facts and abilities while on earth. 

True False 

17. In his humanity, Jesus submitted to God the 
Father.  

True False 

18. Jesus was forced to submit to the Father’s will.  

True False 

19. Because Jesus was God, he could not be 
tempted.  

True False 

20. Jesus could have sinned when tempted.  

True False 

21. For our salvation, Christ's divinity is more 
important than his humanity. 

True False 

22. Jesus had faith. 

True False 

23. Jesus appeared to have human flesh, but it was 
spiritual which meant he could not suffer 
physical pain. 

True False



24. Jesus depended on the Holy Spirit, not his 
divine nature, during his life on earth. 

True False 

25. It is wrong to speak of the “blood of God” and 
God dying on the cross.  

True False 

26. Jesus could not raise himself because he was 
dead.  

True False 

27. Christ's soul went to heaven at his death.  

True False 

28. Now that he is in heaven, Jesus no longer has a 
human nature. 

True False 

29. Jesus’s human nature is omnipresent (present 
everywhere).  

True False 

30. Jesus will not judge at his return; the Father will. 

True False

This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more 

millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without 

science and learning, He shed more light on things human and divine 

than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence 

of schools, He spoke such words of life as were never spoken before 

or since, and produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or 

poet; without writing a single line, He set more pens in motion, and 

furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned 

vocabulary,  works of art, and songs of praise than the whole army of 

great men of ancient and modern times. 

       —Philip Schaff

“



Answers & Explanations 

1. Jesus Christ is fully God. 
True. The Chalcedonian Creed (451 A.D) refers to Christ as “truly God.” Texts such as John 1:1, John 20:28, 
Romans 9:5, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:8, and 2 Peter 1:1 all plainly testify to the divinity of Jesus. 

2. Jesus Christ is fully man. 
True. The Chalcedonian Creed states: “truly man; the same of a reasonable soul and body … the same 
consubstantial with us in manhood; like us in all things except sin.” “The man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5) 
shared in “flesh and blood” in order to defeat the devil through death (Heb. 2:14). He is like us “in every 
respect” (Heb. 2:17). 

3. Jesus is divine, but not equal in divinity with the Father. 
False. Arianism refers to the fourth-century heresy that denied the divinity of Christ. Arius of Alexandria 
taught that the Logos was the Son and Servant of God, but not co-equal with God the Father. Arius viewed 
the Son as a power of God and thus a creature. Today a number of cults, including the Jehovah's 
Witnesses, also hold to an Arian view. 

4. Jesus is two persons: a divine person and a human person in one.  
False. Nestorianism is the view that there are two separate persons in Christ—a human person and a divine 
person. This is wrong because the Son assumed a true human nature (body and soul) but not a distinct 
human person separate from his divine person. 

5. Jesus has a human body, but a divine mind.  
False. Apollinarianism makes a fatal error, namely, that in the incarnation the Son did not assume a human 
mind. Instead, a divine “mind” (soul) assumed a human body. This error is very common in today’s church. 
In reality, the Son united himself to a true human nature, which, according to Chalcedon, included a 
“reasonable soul and body.” 

6. Jesus has two natures which are mixed together to form one nature.  
False. Eutychianism refers to the views of Eutyches of Constantinople who was vague about 
understanding the relation between Christ's two natures. In short, his error stemmed from “mixing” 
Christ’s humanity and divinity, which means that his view of Christ will not allow for Christ having a 
humanity “like ours in every way” (Heb. 2:17). Note also the words of the Chalcedonian Creed, “to be 
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably,” which counter the Eutychian view. 

7. Jesus has two wills, not one will. 
True. Christ has two natures and each nature has a will belonging to it; therefore, Christ has two wills, a 
divine will and a human will. Wayne Grudem says, “Jesus had two distinct wills, a human will and a divine 
will, and ... each of the wills belong to the two distinct natures of Christ, not to the person.” 

8. Jesus created the world.  
True. In Colossians 1:16 Paul says, “by him [Christ] all things were created.” The ESV Study Bible says, “Jesus 
did not come into existence when he was born of the virgin Mary. He was the agent of creation through 
whom God made heaven and earth (John 1:3). Jesus cannot be the first thing created (as the ancient Arian 
heresy claimed) since ‘all things’ without exception were created by him.” 

9. At the incarnation, God the Son became a man.  
True. While Jesus has always had a divine nature, it was at his conception that he gained a human nature. 
The ancient saying is accurate: “Remaining what he was, he became what he was not.” Packer says Jesus 
“was not now God minus some elements of his deity, but God plus all that he had made his own by taking 
manhood to himself.” 

10. Jesus laid aside his divine attributes at the incarnation and then took them back up after his resurrection.  
False. Some believe that Philippians 2:7 teaches this (“but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men.”) The ESV Study Bible says: “Greek kenoō can mean ‘empty, pour out’ or 
also (metaphorically) ‘give up status and privilege.’ Does this mean that Christ temporarily relinquished his 
divine attributes during his earthly ministry? No. Paul is not saying that Christ became less than God or



‘gave up’ some divine attributes. Rather, he is stressing that Christ, who had all the privileges that were 
rightly his as king of the universe, gave them up to become an ordinary Jewish baby bound for the cross.” 

11. Jesus was born in 1 AD. 
False. Historians believe Jesus was born in approximately 5 BC, or perhaps a little later. According to Colin 
R. Nicholl in The Great Christ Comet, “It must be understood that the BC/AD (BCE/CE) system with which 
we are so familiar was built on the work of Dionysius Exiguus, a sixth-century Scythian monk. 
Unfortunately, in his dating of Jesus’s nativity he made a couple of miscalculations which mean that, 
contrary to what one might have expected, the birth of Jesus does not correspond to the year 0 (zero). 
First, the monk did not include a year 0, so that one moves from 1 BC to AD 1. Second, he failed to take 
into consideration the four years when Caesar Augustus reigned under his original name Octavian. 
Consequently, even before considering the Biblical evidence, the BC/AD transition is off target by 5 years.” 

12. As a baby Jesus did not cry (As expressed in the Christmas carol “Away in the Manger” which says, “The 
little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.”). 
False. As a true baby, Jesus would have cried out of discomfort and the need to be fed. He was, after all, 
fully human. 

13. While he was on earth, Jesus the man had incomplete knowledge. 
True. According to his divine nature, he knows all that can be known. However, according to his human 
nature, he said: “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father only” (Matt. 24:36; cf. Luke 2:52). This text speaks of the kind of limitation and 
development which was only possible if Christ’s two natures are distinct and real. 

14. Jesus was an only child.  
False. John 7:3, 5, 10 shows Jesus had brothers. Jesus’ brothers (cf. Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3) are certainly 
from the womb of his mother, Mary. The ordinary sense of the Greek adelphoi (“brothers”) means that 
Mary was not a perpetual virgin as some have maintained, especially from the Roman Catholic church. As 
the ESV Study Bible suggests (Matt. 13:55-56), “For Mary to have sexual relations with her husband, Joseph, 
and to bear children, would contribute to her holiness, not detract from it (cf. Gen. 1:28; 1 Cor. 7:3–5; 1 
Tim. 5:14).” 

15. The Chalcedonian creed is wrong to refer to Mary as the mother of God. (“Begotten before all ages of the 
Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood.”). 
False. It is entirely appropriate to say with Cyril, Nestorius, and the Chalcedonian creed that Mary is the 
mother of God (Greek theotokos). To call Mary the “mother of God” was not intended by anyone to imply 
that God had an origin, nor is it about exalting Mary; rather, it is about defending the unity of the person 
who was conceived and born of Mary according to his human nature. We could likewise speak of James as 
the “brother of God.” 

16. Jesus learned facts and abilities while on earth.  
True. As a true human being, his human nature was capable of increasing in knowledge. Jesus “increased 
in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). Growing in wisdom and knowledge 
was something that took place in Christ’s own experience and was not, as some have imagined, only how 
it appeared to others. Rather, according to the third servant song in Isaiah (chapter 50), the Father gave 
Christ “the tongue of those who are taught”; in fact, “morning by morning” the Father woke Christ to be 
taught. 

17. In his humanity, Jesus submitted to God the Father.  
True. Though Jesus is co-eternal and co-equal to the Father, he also submitted to the Father. See, for 
example, John 5:36: “But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the 
Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father 
has sent me.”



18. Jesus was forced to submit to the Father’s will.  
False. Everything Jesus did for us and our salvation was voluntary. Indeed, for him to make satisfaction for 
sin both his divine will and human will had to freely consent to the calling of the Father. While the Father 
sent the Son, the Son also “came” from heaven. He was not forced or coerced into action; he came 
willingly to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10; 1 Tim. 1:15). As Stephen Charnock notes so well, “His will 
was as free in consenting, as his Father was in proposing.” 

19. Because Jesus was God, he could not be tempted. 
False. Jesus was not only God, but also man. As the Scriptures say, “For because he himself has suffered 
when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Heb. 2:18). The various temptations that 
Jesus would have felt may have had a certain appeal, but he fought ardently to repel them all. To depend 
on oneself or to give in for a moment to a lustful thought or action always carries an appeal, but Jesus 
could not and did not do that. He always entrusted himself to his Father. He always responded perfectly to 
any situation in which he found himself. 

20. Jesus could have sinned when tempted.  
False. W.G.T. Shedd, puts it well: “When the Logos goes into union with a human nature, so as to constitute 
a single person with it, he becomes responsible for all that this person does through the instrumentality of 
this nature…Should Jesus Christ sin, incarnate God would sin.” When conceived this way, the idea that 
Jesus could sin is not only utterly atrocious but full-out blasphemous. The triune God is implicated in all 
that Jesus does. God is justified by Jesus, glorified by Jesus, and made visible by Jesus. If Jesus could have 
sinned, God would not be God. 

21. For our salvation, Christ's divinity is more important than his humanity.  
False. For our salvation, his humanity is equally important as his divinity. If he is not human, he cannot 
mediate for humans. "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). As B.B. Warfield notes, "we must know him not as a humanized God or a deified 
man, but a true God-man—one who is all that God is and at the same time all that man is: on whose 
almighty arm we can rest, and to whose human sympathy we can appeal. We cannot afford to lose either 
the God in the man or the man in the God; our hearts cry out for the complete God-man whom the 
Scriptures offer us." 

22. Jesus had faith.  
True. As a true man, Jesus had to trust his Father. He lived by faith while he was on earth (Heb. 2:13, “I will 
put my trust in him”; see also Ps. 22:9). Thomas Goodwin made the point that Jesus was “put to live by 
faith like as we are … For in this example of Christ we have the highest instance of believing that ever was.” 
At its core, faith believes God and every word that proceeds from his mouth (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4). Jesus 
did not have to believe in God so much as he had to believe God. He knew that God exists; but he had to 
believe that the Father’s will was good, even when circumstances seemed to suggest otherwise. 

23. Jesus appeared to have human flesh, but it was spiritual which meant he could not suffer physical pain. 
False. Docetism derives from the Greek word, dokesis, which means to “seem” or “appear.” This heresy 
views Christ’s flesh as “spiritual.” In other words, this early heresy suggests that Christ only seemed to have 
human flesh and therefore only seemed to suffer and be tempted. In this view, Christ was only a spirit who 
emitted a fleshly appearance on earth. 

24. Jesus depended on the Holy Spirit, not his divine nature, during his life on earth.  
True. Sinclair Ferguson correctly observes that the prophet Isaiah viewed the Messiah “as the Man of the 
Spirit par excellence  (Is. 11:1, 42:1; 61:1).” When one considers the major events in Christ’s ministry he will 
note that the Holy Spirit takes a prominent role. Indeed, the term “Christ,” which has become a proper 
name for Jesus, means “anointed.” It was by means of that anointing of the Spirit that Christ performed his 
office of mediator. The importance of this cannot be overstated. Christ’s obedience in our place needed to 
be real obedience. He did not “cheat” by relying on his own divine nature while he acted as the second 
Adam. Rather, by receiving and depending upon the Holy Spirit, Christ was fully dependent upon his Father 
(John 6:38).



 

Recommended Resources 

• Knowing Christ by Mark Jones 

• Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem 

• The Christian Faith by Michael Horton 

• The Chalcedonian Creed 

Visit www.challies.com for more quizzes or to take this quiz in an interactive format.

25. It is wrong to speak of the “blood of God” and God dying on the cross. 
False. The Westminster Confession of Faith says: “Christ, in the work of mediation, acts according to both 
natures, by each nature doing that which is proper to itself; yet, by reason of the unity of the person, that 
which is proper to one nature is sometimes in Scripture attributed to the person denominated by the other 
nature.” The God-man acts according to both natures. He (Christ) is the subject of all actions. These 
concepts help us to understand a text like Acts 20:28, which speaks of the church being purchased by the 
blood of God. 

26. Jesus could not raise himself because he was dead. 
False. While it is true the Father and the Spirit had a direct hand in the resurrection (see Acts 2:24; Rom. 
8:11), we confess that Jesus was not just the receptive object but also the initiating subject of the 
resurrection. He testified: “No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father” (John 10:18). By the power of his divine nature, he raised himself. 

27. Christ's soul went to heaven at his death.  
True. In Luke 23:46 Jesus promises the man on the cross beside him "Today you will be with me in 
paradise." Soon after this he cries out, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." The Chalcedonian 
Creed reminds us that Jesus is "truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and body." 

28. Now that he is in heaven, Jesus no longer has a human nature.  
False. Jesus is forever the God-man. He is, not was, the visible image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). In 
Heaven we will see him face-to-face, as a man sees his neighbour. Christ will transform our lowly bodies 
“to be like his glorious body.. .” (Phil. 3:21). 

29. Jesus’s human nature is omnipresent (present everywhere). 
False. As the Chalcedonian Creed makes clear, we are to acknowledge Christ as having “two natures, 
inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably.” Thus his two natures remain distinct. God’s essence 
cannot be divided. Theologians call this the “simplicity of God,” that is, he is not made up of different parts; 
and so his wisdom is his power, his power is his goodness, and so forth. Since God’s essence cannot be 
divided, if omnipresence were communicated to Christ’s human nature so would be every other attribute, 
including eternity and self-existence. The human nature would have become God, even though God 
cannot change or become anything. This would mean, of course, that Christ simply had no human nature. 
So in his humanity Jesus can be present in only one place at a time. 

30. Jesus will not judge at his return; the Father will. 
False. The Father has appointed Christ as judge. It is a necessary part of his office as Lord and Saviour: “And 
[the Father] has given [the Son] authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man” (John 5:27; 
see also Acts 10:42; 17:31; 1 Cor. 15:25). As the faithful one, he receives authority to bless and to curse, to 
save and to destroy, to love and to hate. Just as the judge will be visible, so too will be the judgment.
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