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online CoURse intRodUCes United Methodist basiCs

“United Methodism 101” (UM 101) This online course is designed for new church members and anyone else wanting to know more about the denomination and its history, structure, beliefs and ministries. 
In this popular course, we explore questions such as:• Who are the people of  The United Methodist Church?• Why are we called “United Methodists”?• Who speaks on behalf  of  The United Methodist Church?• Who decides the official beliefs of  The United Methodist Church?• Is it OK to disagree with the church on an issue like war or abortion?• Why is The United Methodist Church involved in political issues?

During an open session, start the online course when it is most convenient for you and move at your own pace. Each of  the four modules in this course contains many interactive features and takes about one hour to complete. The course is open for six weeks and provides .5 CEU for successful completion. 

To learn more, register and see sample course materials, visit www.umcom.org/um101.

fReqUently asked qUestions 
Q: Where can I get more information on United Methodism?
A: Here are a few of  the many places to learn about United Methodism:

• umc.org, The United Methodist Church’s official website, offers information on church doctrine and beliefs, 
history, structure and organization and ministry funding.

• Several free online courses about United Methodist basics are available at http://training.umcom.org.
• Cokesbury.com, the retail arm of  The United Methodist Publishing House, offers books and curriculum.

Q: Where can I learn more about my annual conference?
A: Visit your conference website for information about conference ministries, missions, grants and scholarships, news and 
resources. At umc.org, click on “Conferences” in “Directory” to find your conference.

Q: What are United Methodism’s major publications?
A: The United Methodist Church offers a variety of  resources highlighting news and the church’s mission and ministry 
as well as devotional guides for all ages. For the complete list, visit umc.org and choose “Agency Publications” under 
“Directory.”

Q: How does The United Methodist Church, as a denomination, communicate with me?
A: Conferences and general agencies offer news stories, e-newsletters and other publications to inform you about where 
and how the church is working around the world and how you can become involved. You also can find news about the 
church on Facebook and Twitter.

Q: I’m new to my community. How can I find a United Methodist church in my U.S. neighborhood?
A: Go to www.find-a-church.org. Type your city, state and ZIP code and — voilà — a list of  community churches will 
appear. If  you’ve heard of  a particular church and want to see if  it might meet your needs, type the church name and click 
on its website.

Q: Where can I learn about United 
Methodist schools?
A: To learn more, go to the General Board 
of  Higher Education and Ministry website,              
www.gbhem.org. Under the blue “Education” 
tab, click on “Schools, Colleges and 
Universities.”

Q: I am exploring a call to the ordained 
ministry. Who will help me to answer 
that call?
A: Your pastor is an excellent source. For 
basic information, go to the General Board 
of  Higher Education and Ministry website, 
www.gbhem.org. 

do yoU have MoRe 
qUestions?

Ask InfoServ, the information service for 
the church, infoserv@umcom.org and 
www.infoserv.umc.org.
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