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aPPoRtioned fUnds

WoRld seRviCe fUnd

Perhaps ministry today is not just about 
the now but is also about the next. World 
Service is, indeed, about both the now and the 
next. Basic to the financial program of  The United 
Methodist Church, this vital fund helps to build new 
churches, prepare clergy and lay leaders, increase the number 
of  young clergy, pay missionary salaries, expand Bible studies, provide 
leadership for youth ministry, continue a proud tradition of  cooperation and dialogue with other faith traditions through 
interdenominational and ecumenical work, express the church’s commitment to God’s reign through advocacy for peace 
and justice and much more. World Service is the financial lifeline to a long list of  Christian mission and ministry 
throughout the denomination.

afRiCa UniveRsity fUnd

“We serve a faithful God,” said Dr. Fanuel Tagwira. “This far the Lord has taken us.” Located in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, 
Africa University is the first fully accredited United Methodist-related educational institution on the African continent. 
Established by General Conference action, the university offers bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in six faculties 
of  learning: agriculture and natural resources, education, health sciences, humanities and social sciences, management 
and administration and theology. The Institute of  Peace, Leadership and Governance offers postgraduate diplomas and 
master’s programs. 

Gifts to the Africa University Fund support the general operating expenses of  Africa University including faculty and 
staff  salaries and vital infrastructure, but other donations through World Service Special Gifts support scholarships and 
the endowment fund.

blaCk ColleGe fUnd

When the 1972 General Conference established the Black College Fund apportionment, United Methodists made a 
commitment to justice ministries that began with the work of  the Freedmen’s Aid Society. Organized following the Civil 
War to educate people newly freed from slavery, the society helped to establish more than 70 schools in the south and 
southwest regions of  the United States. Eleven of  those institutions remain. 

“Historically black colleges and universities live out a social gospel by educating their students and preparing them to 
solve these issues,” said Walter M. Kimbrough, president of  Dillard University, New Orleans, La.  Wiley College hosts 
an annual ethical student leadership conference that strengthens student values. Claflin University’s mission is preparing 
visionary leaders for global challenges. Dillard University partnered with the National Institutes of  Health to study and 
correct health-care disparities. 

“Bennett College launched a global studies and entrepreneurship program. Similar programs exist at Huston-Tillotson, 
Paine, Rust, Bethune-Cookman and Meharry Medical College. And Philander Smith College changed its mission to 
focus on social justice.” Clark Atlanta University launched an initiative to address the health and wellness of  women at 
historically black colleges and universities.

 The Black College Fund provides financial support to maintain solid and challenging academic programs, strong faculties 
and well-equipped facilities at Bennett College, Bethune-Cookman University, Claflin University, Clark Atlanta University, 
Dillard University, Huston-Tillotson University, Meharry Medical College, Paine College, Philander Smith College, Rust 
College and Wiley College. 
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Our giving opportunities 

“God has called me by name to be in ministry. … Never would I 
have imagined that I would be privileged to be invited into people’s 
lives to share the story of Jesus so that his story could become their 
story. Never would I have imagined that I would get to be a part of 
missional efforts that would transform human lives.”

 – Bishop Michael McKee, Dallas Episcopal Area
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ePisCoPal fUnd

“This election as bishop is a tremendous honor,” said new bishop Jonathan Holston, assigned to the Columbia (S.C.) 
Area. “It’s humbling, and yet, it’s an opportunity to give leadership and service to the church.” 

Bishops are an integral part of  the spiritual and administrative leadership of  The United Methodist Church. They are 
elected and consecrated to speak to the church and from the church. The Episcopal Fund pays for bishops’ salaries, office 
and travel expenses, and pension and health-benefit coverage.

GeneRal adMinistRation fUnd

“I’m really passionate about not being a passive participant in the church,” said first-time General Conference delegate 
Ricky Harrison, 20. “I want to be an active member who’s helping shape the church.” 

The General Administration Fund provides for the expenses of  the sessions of  the General Conference, the Judicial 
Council, special commissions and committees constituted by the General Conference and other administrative agencies 
and activities recommended for inclusion in the budget by the General Council on Finance and Administration and 
approved by the General Conference. It also maintains United Methodism’s official documents and historical artifacts; 
designates historical shrines, landmarks and sites; and implements a trustworthy system of  administrative oversight and 
fiscal accountability. 

inteRdenoMinational CooPeRation fUnd

The Interdenominational Cooperation Fund enables United Methodists to have a presence and a voice in the activities of  
several national and worldwide ecumenical organizations. It provides the United Methodist share of  the basic budgets of  
these organizations. 

MinisteRial edUCation fUnd

Pursuing a master of  divinity degree at Candler School of  Theology, Emory University in Atlanta, Ashley Kirk is grateful 
for the Ministerial Education Fund. “As Christians,” she said, “we are all called to be ministers of  

the gospel. The only difference with me is that I feel gifted to make ministry my sole vocation.”

The Ministerial Education Fund is at the heart of  preparing people for making disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world. The 13 United Methodist seminaries help 
students to discover their calling through challenging curriculum.  The fund enables the 

church to increase financial support for the recruitment and education of  ordained and 
diaconal ministers and to equip annual conferences to meet increased demands.
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The 13 United Methodist seminaries help students to discover their calling through challenging curriculum. The fund enables the church to increase financial support for the recruitment and education of  ordained and diaconal ministers and to equip annual conferences to meet increased demands. 

The 13 United Methodist seminaries are:Boston School of  Theology, Boston, Mass.Candler School of  Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.Claremont School of  Theology, Claremont, Calif.Drew University, The Theological School, Madison, N.J.Duke University, The Divinity School, Durham, N.C.Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, Ill.Iliff  School of  Theology, Denver, Colo.Methodist Theological School in Ohio, Delaware, OhioPerkins School of  Theology, 
       Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TexasSaint Paul School of  Theology, Kansas City, Mo.United Theological Seminary, Dayton, OhioWesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C.

“Payment in full of these 
apportionments by local churches 
and annual conferences is the first 
benevolent responsibility of the 
Church.”

(The Book of Discipline, 
Paragraph 812)
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desiGnated Gifts

the advanCe

Hadley Davis, 10, sells handmade jewelry to help those in need. “It’ll make a big difference when I give all the money 
through The Advance,” she explained. The Advance provides an opportunity to offer disaster relief, support missionaries, 
build churches, provide lifesaving health care, dig wells, educate children and share God’s word. 

An official program within The United Methodist Church, The Advance invites contributors to designate support 
for projects related to the General Board of  Global Ministries. Individuals, local churches, organizations, districts and 
conferences may donate to The Advance. One hundred percent of  every gift to The Advance goes to the project selected 
by the giver. Administrative costs come from other sources such as the World Service Fund.

WoRld seRviCe sPeCial Gifts

The 1984 General Conference approved World Service Special Gifts as a test program during the 1985-88 quadrennium, 
and it continues today. Current World Service Special Gifts projects include the Africa University Endowment Fund, the 
Methodist Global Education Fund, the National Anti-Gambling Project and the Lay Missionary Planting Network.

A World Service Special Gift is a designated financial contribution made by an individual, local church, organization, 
district or annual conference to a project authorized as such by the Connectional Table. All general boards and 
commissions, except units of  general agencies authorized to receive gifts through The Advance, can recommend projects 
specifically related to one or more of  the agency’s Disciplinary functions.

ChURChWide sPeCial sUndays With offeRinGs

hUMan Relations day

“These are mostly good kids who get lured into drug trafficking,” said Bruce Ballou, chief  juvenile probation officer in 
Eagle Pass, Texas. Based at First United Methodist Church, Eagle Pass, and aided by the Human Relations Day offering, 
Mission: Border Hope reaches out to youth whose families live on the margins of  society. 

Celebrated on the Sunday before the birthday observance of  the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Human Relations Day calls 
United Methodists to recognize the right of  all God’s children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship 
with one another. The special offering benefits neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, community 
advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk teens through the Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Program.
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Every disaster, every 
hungry child, every 
lost person and 
every injustice is 
an opportunity for 
us to respond with 
generosity, passion 
and care. 
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one GReat hoUR of shaRinG

When disaster strikes anywhere in the world, the United Methodist Committee on Relief  supports local efforts to aid 
survivors by providing early-response training for volunteers, shipping emergency kits and granting disaster-response 
funds.

Observed on the Fourth Sunday in Lent, One Great Hour of  Sharing calls United Methodists to share the goodness of  
life with those who hurt. Your gifts to One Great Hour of  Sharing lay the foundation for UMCOR to share God’s love 
with communities everywhere. When you give to One Great Hour of  Sharing, you underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of  doing 
business.” This helps UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of  any gift to a specific UMCOR project will go 
toward that project, not for administrative costs.  
 

native aMeRiCan MinistRies sUnday

A member of  the Muscogee (Creek) Tribe, Shyloe O’Neal is a student at Duke University, The Divinity School, in 
Durham, N.C.  O’Neal, a recipient of  the Native American Ministries Sunday seminary scholarship, plans to return to 
Oklahoma to work in rural ministry.

Celebrated on the Third Sunday of  Easter, Native American Ministries Sunday reminds United Methodists of  the gifts 
and contributions made by Native Americans to our society. The special offering supports Native American outreach 
within annual conferences and across the United States and provides seminary scholarships for Native Americans. United 
Methodists relate to Native American Ministries Sunday by reaching out to Native Americans in their communities and 
by encouraging Native Americans to consider becoming pastors and nurturing them in their journey.

PeaCe With JUstiCe sUnday
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PeaCe With JUstiCe sUnday

In the Democratic Republic of  the Congo, Bishop Nkulu Ntanda Ntambo assumed his post as a brutal civil war began 
in 1996. After nearly eight years of  war, he helped to broker a peace settlement at a conference where 250 fighters 
committed not to fight again. “The church brought the peace,” he said. United Methodists in the Congo — 2.3 million 
strong — received two Peace with Justice grants from the General Board of  Church and Society to respond to the 2011 
post-election violence and to teach people to share Jesus’ love.

The Peace with Justice Sunday offering, shared on the First Sunday after Pentecost, benefits peace with justice ministries 
in the annual conference and through the Board of  Church and Society.

WoRld CoMMUnion sUnday

“This scholarship,” said Erin Adachi-Kriege, “has contributed to my sense of  success as a college student, which 
encourages me to keep working hard.” A student at the University of  Puget Sound, Tacoma, Wash., she grew up at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, Berkeley, Calif. “Church was, and still is, a very big part of  my life,” she added. 

Celebrated on the first Sunday of  October, World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people 
and model diversity among God’s children. The special offering provides World Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic 
Scholarship Program and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program. United Methodists relate to World Communion 
Sunday by informing qualified people to apply for scholarships and by giving generously. 

United Methodist stUdent day

For Daniel Tribble, a student at Tennessee Tech University, Cookeville, worship is vital to his spiritual life. He attends 
First United Methodist Church, Lebanon, Tenn. His faith, Tribble said, “remains an essential part of  who I am. After I 
graduate, I would love nothing more than … to continue to serve the congregation that brought me up.”

The special offering shared on United Methodist Student Day, the last Sunday in 
November, supports scholarships and student loans for qualified United Methodist 
applicants. Scholarships are awarded on an academic year basis. General Board of  Higher 
Education and Ministry scholarships assist students from diverse backgrounds working 
toward various higher education degrees. Eligible applicants may enroll at any accredited 
institution within the United States. 
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“And they have 
devoted themselves 

to the service of 
the saints.” 

 – 1 Corinthians 
16:15b, NRSV
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the ConneCtional table and GeneRal boaRds, CoUnCils 
and CoMMissions

Providing vital resources to congregations, the Connectional Table, the General Council on Finance and Administration, 
the United Methodist Publishing House and 11 program agencies help United Methodists make disciples of  Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of  the world. Here is a brief  introduction to their diverse responsibilities.

ConneCtional table

• Coordinates The United Methodist Church’s mission, ministries and resources
• Discerns and articulates the church’s vision
• Establishes policies and procedures
• Provides for fiscal responsibility in partnership with the General Council on Finance and Administration to carry out mission
• Includes clergy and lay members elected from jurisdictional and central conferences, as well as members from the 

denomination’s racial and ethnic caucuses and general agencies

Address: Chicago, IL
Telephone:  (866) 648-9584 
Email:   connectionaltable@umc.org
Website:  www.umc.org/connectionaltable

GeneRal CoUnCil on finanCe and adMinistRation

• Coordinates and administers The United Methodist Church’s finances in accordance with General Conference 
legislative actions

• Receives, disburses and accounts for the church’s general funds
• Safeguards the church’s legal interests and rights
• Compiles and publishes denominational records
• Provides an insurance program available to all U.S. local churches
• Provides an investment vehicle for church funds through The United Methodist Church Foundation

Address: P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN 37203-0029
Office:   1 Music Circle N., Nashville, TN 37203-0029
Telephone:  (866) 367-4232 and (615) 329-3393
Email:   gcfa@gcfa.org
Website:  www.gcfa.org

GeneRal boaRd of ChURCh and soCiety 
• Promotes the church’s Social Principles and other statements on social justice made by General Conference
• Analyzes long-range social trends underlying ethical values, systemic alternatives and strategies for social change
• Develops, promotes and distributes resources to inform, motivate, train, organize and build networks for action 

toward social justice
• Serves as the denomination’s chief  social-action and public-policy agency, addressing U.S. and international issues

Address:  100 Maryland Ave. N.E., Washington, DC 20002-5625
Telephone:   (202) 488-5600   |   Service Department: (800) 967-0880
Email:   gbcs@umc-gbcs.org
Website:  http://umc-gbcs.org
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