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“Jesus called plain, ordinary women and men to follow him,” said the Rev. Edward P. Winkler, Wesley Memorial United Methodist 
Church, Charlottesville, Va. “Jesus didn’t go to the temple in Jerusalem and call the finest biblical scholars and theologians. He went 
to the seashore and called fishermen, ordinary people like you and me. He sent them out to fish for more disciples.”

MakinG disCiPles of JesUs ChRist foR the tRansfoRMation of the WoRld is 
oUR Mission. What an exCitinG tiMe to be a United Methodist! 

The work is unfolding in four areas of focus: 

1. Developing principled Christian leaders
2. Creating new places for new people and renewing existing congregations
3. Engaging in ministry with the poor
4. Stamping out the killer diseases of poverty.

“God may ask us to go someplace we don’t want to go,” Winkler continued. He cited the story of  Jonah, whose journey to 
Nineveh is more about calling people to discipleship and less about surviving in the belly of  a large fish.

“Our Nineveh may be somewhere near the real Nineveh in Iraq. For others, Nineveh may be down the street.”  Ultimately, 
God calls us to make disciples — to invite people to become part of  God’s story.

“Let’s tell God’s story,” Winkler urged. “Let’s invite people to be part of  the story. We have the place, we 
have the story and we have God’s promise to be here with us. What more do we need? 

let’s tell God’s stoRy. 
let’s Go fishinG.
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develoPinG PRinCiPled ChRistian leadeRs foR the 
ChURCh and the WoRld

Developing the next generation of  leadership is an extension of  John Wesley’s original Methodist movement, said Bishop 
Grant J. Hagiya, now serving the Greater Northwest Area.

“Leadership is at the core of  discipleship and defines our future as United Methodists,” he added. “Leadership is a noun, 
not a verb. It’s what we do, or not do. When we think of  leadership as an action word, we think of  it in terms of  effective 
results. We are constantly looking for those leaders who will enable us to grow and be vital in God’s mission to the world.”

Hagiya recalled a seminary student who asked, “How will The United Methodist Church help me stay passionate about 
my ministry?” 

“What a great question!” the bishop said. “That question continues to haunt me. Will the church continue to be a place where 
our passions thrive? I don’t have an answer. But I do know that this is the time to experiment wildly at every level of  the church.” 

thRoUGh this foCUs aRea, United Methodists Will stRive 
to do the folloWinG:

• Prepare clergy and lay leaders in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the United States. The 2012 General 
Conference approved a Commission on Central Conference Theological Education to assist theological schools, 
courses of  study, contextually developed resources and libraries, scholarships and faculty in the central conferences. 

• Engage United Methodist colleges, universities and seminaries as key partners in 
educating leaders around the world.

• Provide long- and short-term mission experiences for young adults, giving the 
opportunity to consider a call to professional Christian service.

• Invite, train and send missionaries to share the light of  Christ’s love in word and 
deed throughout the world.

• Increase the number of  candidates, especially those younger than age 35, for 
ordained ministries. The 2012 General Conference approved a  Young Clergy 
Initiative Fund to begin a three-quadrennium effort to enable The United Methodist 
Church to focus on encouraging young adults who wish to respond to the call to 
ordained ministry. 

• Provide scholarships and leadership-development grants for international students 
to complete degree and non-degree programs related to the four focus areas.

let’s Go fishinG.
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CReatinG neW PlaCes foR neW PeoPle and ReneWinG 
existinG ConGReGations

Fort Worth Area Bishop J. Michael Lowry said conversations about new-church starts once centered on brick-and-mortar 
churches. Since the 2008 General Conference, United Methodists launched more than 600 churches in the United States. 
More than half  are racial/ethnic congregations, he said, “meeting in borrowed spaces, homes and schools.”

Lowry highlighted the Urban Village Church in Chicago, which is “people-focused before being property-focused. They 
go wherever people gather to share the gospel. The church meets in three sites and plans to add seven more.” 

Another example — Denver’s AfterHours church — meets Monday nights in pubs around town, where members 
experience mission by making peanut butter sandwiches to distribute to homeless people. 

Lowry said the denomination continues to add new faith communities in places like Central Asia, the Nordic countries 
and the Philippines, at an average of  12 a month. “This is the connection at its best.” 

“Cookie-cutter approaches simply do not work,” he added. “Each has a unique fingerprint, but the common DNA is the 
sharing of  the gospel of  Christ’s grace in love, justice and mercy, meeting people where they are. Methodism has again 
become a grassroots movement in sharing the love of  Christ.”

let’s Go fishinG.

thRoUGh this foCUs aRea, United Methodists:
• recruit, train and provide materials for new-church planters to start congregations in partnership with U.S. annual conferences;• develop new churches and faith communities in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe;
• train and equip lay and clergy leaders with an online library of  best-practice resources on planting and growing vital congregations;• provide congregations engaged in revitalization efforts with evangelism, stewardship and worship aids; and• reach millions of  people through a media-awareness campaign.
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enGaGinG in MinistRy With the PooR 
Retired bishop Joel N. Martínez believes ministry with the poor is also about “receiving from the poor, the gifts they 
bring, the gifts of  yearnings and dreams for a future with hope … (about) walking with people who are poor in material 
terms, or poor in spirit, or both.”

The Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith of  San Antonio provides a good example. She said she is “appointed by my bishop to 
do nothing but share the love of  God.” Her ministry is unique, in that she sold her possessions and lives on the street in 
solidarity with homeless people. 

“Ministry with the poor simply means following Jesus,” Smith asserted. Martínez praised United Methodists who have 
made mission trips. “We’re all trying to respond to the call to be in ministry with the poor. One way is by getting dirty, 
putting our work boots on and cleaning up after disasters, working with those who have lost everything. And ‘with’ is the 
key word,” he continued.

thRoUGh this foCUs aRea, United Methodists: 

• provide awareness of  poverty, support funding of  government anti-poverty initiatives and urge congregations 
to advocate for justice and economic development;

• develop projects to provide appropriate, significant responses to poverty in Africa, Asia, Latin America and 
the United States;

• equip United Methodists to understand the connection between greed and over-consumption and poverty, 
and to share God’s abundance equitably;

• prepare and place with strategic mission partners emerging indigenous leaders who can respond to critical 
issues of  importance to women, children and youth; 

• prepare a generation of  graduates from United Methodist colleges and seminaries to address issues of  
poverty; and

• collaborate with the World Council of  Churches and other ecumenical bodies to eradicate poverty.

let’s Go fishinG. 

Children play at Camp Corail, outside Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti, where the United Methodist Committee on Relief  is 

helping provide services for some 10,000 people displaced 

by the January 2010 earthquake.
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When it comes to United Methodist 
organizational structure, all roads lead 

back to the local church – the 
basic unit of the denomination’s 

structure. The heart of our 
local church 

ministry is 
continuing and 
extending Jesus 

Christ’s ministry 
and outreaching 

love. 
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Bring healing and hope
to a hurting world. 

Take this mission beyond 
your local church. 
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staMPinG oUt the killeR diseases of PoveRty by 
iMPRovinG health Globally

“Malaria made me and my family poor,” said Ngoy Kabulo, 52, of  the Democratic Republic of  the Congo. “Every day, 
we would wake up with swollen bodies because of  mosquito bites. Our two small children had anemia every month, and 
we were always spending money on the hospital.”

Like many of  his neighbors, Kabulo and his family were vulnerable and poor to begin with, but malaria compounded 
their struggles on a regular basis. He ekes out a living, farming the sandy soil around his mud-brick home in rural Kamina 
Township, feeding his family of  12 on barely $1 a day.

Whenever a family member was rushed to the hospital because of  malaria — at least once a month, Kabulo said — his 
precarious budget evaporated. He spent as much as a third of  his monthly income on a single visit. 

But a very simple item — a long-lasting, insecticide-treated bed net — is helping to stop this escalation. When coupled 
with malaria-fighting, awareness-raising efforts, the bed net can reverse the trend and even end the threat posed by this 
very preventable disease to families like the Kabulos.

“My family is healthy,” Kabulo reported recently, “and we are saving money to meet other family needs.” The program, he 
said, “saved our lives.”

Through its Imagine No Malaria initiative, The United Methodist Church has distributed more than a million bed nets in 
half  a dozen countries in Africa. The program relies on trusted faith networks and local community leaders to engage the 
beneficiaries. And it is dedicated to building the capacity of  those networks and leaders.

Advocate! Urge others to get involved in this global fight against malaria. Raise funds! Get your congregation on board 
with a fundraising event. Engage your community! Take this mission beyond your church to change the world.

— In a blog, Linda Unger, senior writer for the General Board of Global Ministries,
shared the story of Ngoy Kabulo

online CoURse intRodUCes foUR aReas of foCUs

Discover how The United Methodist Church is focusing on four long-term priorities in a free, online course provided by United Methodist Communications. “Four Areas of  Focus” (FAF 101) is a self-directed, online learning experience that provides a basic overview of  the focus areas adopted by the 2008 General Conference: leadership development, church growth, ministry with the poor and global health. 
The four areas provide a source of  inspiration and opportunity for discipleship for all United Methodists as we bring these priorities to life through a wide range of  ministries. To access this free online course, go to moodle.umcom.org and select the “United Methodist Basics” category. Then select “Four Areas of  Focus” from the list of  course offerings. On the right side of  the login page, complete the brief  registration form. 

For more information about this course or other online courses, visit learn.umc.org.

let’s Go fishinG. 
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