
LEGAL ANALYSIS: 

RCMP revocation letters to do not comply with the requirements of the law 

 

 

After reviewing the relevant law, it is my conclusion that the recent RCMP letters revoking 

certain restricted firearms registration certificates (“Revocation Letters”) fail to comply with at 

least two major requirements pursuant to the Firearms Act and related regulations.  

 

S. 72(1) of the Firearms Act 

 

Subsection 72(1) states that when the Registrar revokes a registration certificate, he shall give the 

holder of the certificate notice in the prescribed form.  

  

Subsection 72(2) states that notice must include reasons for the decision and must be 

accompanied by a copy of sections 74 to 81 of the Firearms Act. 

  

Sections 74-81 of the Firearms Act describe the appeal process in a case a certificate is revoked.  

  

To put it simply, if the Registrar wants to revoke your registration certificate, he must give the 

holder of the certificate notice, in proper form, including a reproduction of the sections of the 

Firearms Act that explain how to appeal the decision. The Revocation Letters clearly do not 

follow this required format, as they do not contain a reproduction of sections 74-81 or include 

any other instructions on how to challenge the revocation.  

 

S. 11(1) of the Firearms Registration Certificates Regulations (SOR/98-201) 

 

Section 11 (1) of the Firearms Registration Certificates Regulations states that a notice of a 

decision to revoke a registration certificate is sufficiently given if it is addressed to the applicant 

or holder at the address given in the application or to another address of which the Registrar has 

been advised and if the notice is: 

 

(a) personally delivered 

 

(i) in the case of an individual, at any time that is reasonable in the circumstances,    

     and 

(ii) in the case of a business, during normal business hours; 

 

(b) sent by registered mail or by courier; or 

 

(c) transmitted by electronic means that can produce a paper record. 

 

The Revocation were not personally delivered, couriered, transmitted by electronic means or sent 

by registered mail. They were sent by regular mail, which means that there is no proof that the 

letters were actually delivered. Service by regular mail is not recognized as proper service   

under the Firearms Registration Certificates Regulations. 

 



Lack of Signature  

 

Another potential issue with the Revocation Letters is the fact that they may not have been issued 

by the correct person/entity. S. 71(1) of the Firearms Act states that the Registrar may revoke a 

registration certificate. However, the Revocation Letters are not signed and it is not clear whether 

the person who issued them is actually the Registrar.  


