
Parents, 

 

This week in CSM, we explored the truth that God’s plans are superior to our plans 

and that waiting for God's plan involves actively preparing for His work   Please 

use the devotional below to share with your family. 

 

Announcements: 
 

Super Bowl Parties: Sunday, February 1st @ 5:45 pm 

PLEASE SIGN UP BY WEDNESDAY, JAN 28TH! 
 

All CSM students are invited to enjoy the Super Bowl festivities!  The cost per 

student is $5.00 for food PLUS a soda OR a bag of chips. Students may arrive at 

5:45 Sunday! 

 

Please message Melody@crossgate.org if you need directions. 

 

Junior High (7th - 9th grade) will be at the Sowerbutts home. 101 Fair Oaks Pl. 

PIZZA will be served! 

 

Senior High (10th-12th) will be at the Shuffield's home. 788 Lakeside Rd. 

TACOS! 
 

Bible Study: 

 

There will not be Bible Study Sunday nights, Feb. 1 due to the Super Bowl Parties 

or on Feb. 8th due to the Crossgate Prayer Service.  We encourage ALL students 

and parents to attend the prayer service. 
 

Girls Conference: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2015 from 10:00 - 1:30 

pm - Registration through CSM Required by Feb. 11th. 
 

 Hot Springs Baptist Church is hosting "GIRL TALK" conferences for Tweens, 

Teens, and Twenties.  Cost is $20.00 per person.  CSM leaders will be attending 

and encourage our girls to come with us!  We plan to meet at HSBC, but can 

arrange transportation if needed. Girls needs to sign up and pay $20.00 in CSM on 

Sundays or Wednesdays before Feb. 11th.   

mailto:Melody@crossgate.org


 

Save the Date:  Sweets & Treats Auction - Sunday, March 

15th! 

 

We hope to see all students Wednesday night for AFTERSHOCK AT 

6:30! 

__________________________________________ 
 

FAMILY DEVOTION TIME 
 
. 

Because of our limited ability to see the future, we don’t often grasp the “big picture.” 
We sometimes think that for things to work out, we need to work it out through our own 
initiative. Teenagers can relate to this, because the immediate world around them is 
their real world. Much more so than adults, most teenagers live life with blinders on, 
only being able to see that which is directly in front of them. 
 
Read Genesis 27:1–29. Neither Jacob nor his family could grasp God’s “big picture.” 
They couldn’t see the future and certainly couldn’t see how God was going to work His 
own plan into the future. Somehow, they thought that if it were to happen, they would 
have to be the ones to make it happen. God had already decided and revealed to Isaac 
that it would not be through his firstborn, Esau, that He would build a nation, but through 
Jacob. 
 
Helping our teens see God’s “big picture” is hard when we struggle with it ourselves. But 
we need to find ways to help them begin to realize that God has a plan worked out and 
He doesn’t need our help. What He does require is our trust and our obedience. 
We have to help our teens see that God is not limited to our finite way of thinking. What 
is impossible for us is more than possible for Him. Our reality is not His. Our thoughts 
are not His. And our ways are not His. God can take any circumstance, any problem, 
any catastrophe, and work His own purposes out of it. 
 
Challenge your teenagers. When they share a seemingly insurmountable problem, ask 
them to begin to think about the possibilities that God could create out of that problem. 
Remind them to ask God to allow them to see their circumstances through His eyes. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

Connect . . . 
First, parents provide old photo albums from when they were first married. 
Then, family members look back through the albums. Teenagers ask 
parents the question: When you were first married, what were some of 



the plans you had that changed over the years? What were some 
paths God led you down that were unexpected? 
 

Explore . . . 
First, family members take turns reading a few verses a piece out of 
Genesis 27:1–29 until the entire passage is read. 
 
Then, a family member reads the following: God had a plan for Jacob.  
 
But Rebekah and Jacob couldn’t see God’s plan. So they took matters 
into their own hands, ultimately being deceitful and sinful in the 
process. 
 
Finally, a family member asks the question: How could Rebekah and 
Jacob have demonstrated more faith in God’s plan? 
 

Transform . . . 
A family member asks the question: How can we as a family express to 
God our trust in His ability to see His will done in our lives? 
 
Pray that God will increase your obedience so that you may partner with 
Him to fulfill His plan for the lives of your family members. 
 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. - Romans 8:28  
 

__________________________________________ 


