
Parents, 

 

This week in CSM (January 18th, 2015) we were reminded that we all 

need to seek and trust God’s guidance. Please use the family devotional 

below to talk over this important life lesson with your family. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Wednesday AFTERSHOCK:  Since returning back from the Holiday 

break, CSM has been having guest speakers and guest worship leaders 

lead us in worship on Wednesday nights. The students seems to be 

enjoying hearing from the OBU students each week. 

 

SUPERBOWL Parties:  We are planning on having a Junior High and 

Senior High Super Bowl watch parties.  Locations will be announced 

soon! 

 

TOILET BOWL:  Toilet Bowl, which is typically the Saturday before 

Superbowl, has been rescheduled for April 11, 2015. 

 

Please be in prayer as Pastor and the Youth Pastor Search team 

continues to seek God's plan for CSM.   

 

Have a great week! 
 

FAMILY DEVOTION TIME 
 

 
Is your teenager dating yet? Are you headlong in the throes of the dating 
dilemma? Are you a few years away, hoping somehow you might not have to deal 
with it? (Sorry to burst your bubble, but . . . ) The question of dating can be 
a messy one. But it can also be a great opportunity to teach your teenager about 
God’s plan for his or her life. 
 



Read Genesis 24:1–4 and 10–27. Abraham sought a wife for his son, Isaac. Isaac 
was almost 40 years old (Gen. 25:20). Finding a suitable wife for Isaac was a major 
decision for Abraham, one that carried with it the responsibility of fulfilling the 
covenant God made with Abraham; namely, that he would be the father of a 
nation. Abraham needed to get this decision right. 
 
We see that Abraham ultimately trusted God to identify the right person for Isaac. 
God had that person in mind already. Abraham’s servant, Eliezer, sought guidance 
from God in prayer. God revealed to him Rebekah, the woman God had 
chosen as Isaac’s wife. Your teenager should be assured that if it is indeed God’s 
will for them to marry, He can be trusted to provide a mate who will partner with 
him or her in serving God. But from a relationship standpoint, how do you help a 
teenager make the right decisions until they are ready for marriage? 
The best way may be to identify some boundaries, so that they can enjoy healthy, 
appropriate dating relationships. Don’t allow the emphasis of dating to be on 
seeking a life mate. Instead, place the emphasis upon prayer and learning to trust 
God. When we do, He comes through, surpassing our expectations—not just in 
finding a potential life mate, but in every one of life’s circumstances. 
 
Connect . . . 
First, parents share with teenagers stories of their most humorous dating 
experiences. Next, parents share the story of how they met and came to be 
engaged. (Even if parents have shared this story, share it again. Most teenagers 
don’t get tired of hearing how their parents came together. This can be very 
reassuring in many ways.) Finally, teenagers share any response they may have to 
their parents’ story. 
 
Explore . . . 
First, family members take turns reading Genesis 24:1–4, and 10–27, passing 
around the Bible until the passage has been read. Then, the family discusses the 
question: In what way did Abraham’s servant show that He trusted God 
to find Isaac a wife? When the question is answered, a family member reads the 
following: God has a perfect plan for each of us. Whether it’s directing our 
marriage, or any other aspect of our lives, God can be trusted to guide us in 
making decisions. 
 
 



Transform . . . 
First, family members take turns sharing times in the past where God gave them 
guidance on decisions they had to make. Then, the family discusses the question:  
 
How can we as a family become more intentional about seeking 
God’s will for us and our collective ministry? 
 
Pray that your family will begin to rely more on God’s direction for their lives. 
Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD, saying, "Praise be to the 
LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and 
faithfulness to my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the 
house of my master's relatives.". Genesis 24:26–27 
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