
Parents, 

 

This week in CSM, we continued to study the life of Jacob. God changed the harmful 

patterns of Jacob’s life and brought reconciliation with his past. How many of us are in need 

of reconciliation?  

  

Please use the devotional below to share with your family. 

 
 

Big Announcement: 
 

CSM is excited and thankful that God is bringing Ryan & Amy Broadhurst to Crossgate as 

the Family Ministries Pastor to Students.  We are ready to see what God will do in all our 

lives through the influence and leadership of the Broadhursts. 

 
 

STUDENT LIFE CAMP:   
 

We have a few spots that have recently opened up.  They will go fast! Contact 

kerryshuffield@gmail.com to reserve a spot for your student.    

 

THE NEXT PAYMENT OF $60.00 IS DUE by SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22.   

 

As of February 1st, 2015, all deposits and payments are NON-REFUNDABLE.  Crossgate 

has, in good faith, paid Student Life Camp for your student to attend.  We will give you the 

final balance of your account after the Sweets & Treats Auction.  Final balances will be due 

on Sunday, May 31st.   

 
 

Bible Study: 

 

We will be resuming our normal Sunday night schedule on Feb. 15th. 
 

Girls Conference: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2015 from 10:00 - 1:30 pm - 

Registration through CSM Required by Feb. 11th. 
 

Hot Springs Baptist Church is hosting "GIRL TALK" conferences for Tweens, Teens, and 

Twenties.  Cost is $20.00 per person.  CSM leaders will be attending and encourage our girls 

to come with us!  We plan to meet at HSBC, but can arrange transportation if needed. Girls 

needs to sign up and pay $20.00 in CSM on Sundays or Wednesdays before Feb. 11th.   
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Save the Date:  Sweets & Treats Auction - Sunday, March 15th! 
 

This event will be from Noon until 3:00 p.m. and all proceeds go to support our youth 

attending Student Life Camp this summer. The deadline to reserve your meal is March 8th, 

2015. (Donations Accepted) You do not want to miss this special event and of course all 

students who are attending Student Life Camp will be expected to serve for this event.  

 

__________________________________________ 
 

FAMILY DEVOTION TIME 
 

So often, young people have to deal with past issues after they are married and 
starting their families. Many times, much of the dysfunction of their lives begins to 
resurface and replay. But who says that some of these issues can’t begin to be dealt 
with while these young people are still in their teens? Resolving the past is 
necessary for healthy marriages and families of the future. 
 
Read Genesis 31:43–55, 32:24–32, and 35:1–15. 
 
All of his life, Jacob had been a conniver and a deceiver. His name actually means 
“the one who takes the heel,” which is characteristic of a prideful and arrogant 
person. While this immediately referred to his birth, it may address his character, too. 
You grasp the heel of another in order to bring them down. 
 
After being away for 20 years, Jacob was coming home, wanting to make amends 
for the wrong he had done — namely to Esau. His past habits of deception had to be 
put away. So Jacob prepared to meet Esau as humbly as possible, in appearance as 
a servant. God did not want Jacob merely to appear as a servant, but to be a 
servant. 
 
And so the evening before the meeting with Esau, Jacob wrestled with God. Was he 
once again trying to grasp someone’s heel? In this case, the Lord’s? 
 
Wrestling with God is often the picture we use to describe an intense spiritual 
encounter when our will runs headlong into the Lord’s will. God will always win these 
encounters. And like Jacob, we might limp for a while, or even for the rest of our 
lives. Yet, in the encounter we learn a wisdom never known. Our character is forever 
changed. 
 
Don’t be afraid to talk with your teens about resolving the pains of the past and 
present. If they are wrestling with God, maybe He wants to use you to help them 



discover that His plan for them includes grace, humility, and servant hood. Help 
them make this step now so that they will have success in future relationships. 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Connect . . . 
 

First, your family exchanges stories on how they have reconciled with a friend or 
family member. Some may be funny, while others may be very serious. 
Next, family members discuss the question: Why is reconciliation so often a 
difficult thing? 

 
Explore . . . 
 

First, a family member reads Genesis 32:22–32. Next, the family discusses: Why do 
you think it was necessary for Jacob to wrestle with God? How do you think 
Jacob was changed by this experience? When have you had experiences of 
“wrestling with God”? 

 
Transform . . . 
 
 

First, a family member reads: The healing of relationships begins when we cling 
to God as Jacob did. Next, family members discuss: What relationships need 
healing in our lives? What will we do to begin the healing process? 
 
Pray for humility. Pray for the reconciliation of any broken relationships, and insight 
on how to approach each one. 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to consider others as better than yourself. 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


