
Parents, 

 

This week in CSM, we continued to study the life of Jacob. God was faithful to use the 

circumstances of Jacob’s life to carry out His plan and to build Jacob’s character. 

 

Please use the devotional below to share with your family. 
 

Bible Study: 

 

There will not be Bible Study Sunday night on Feb. 8th due to the Crossgate Prayer 

Service.  We encourage ALL students and parents to attend the prayer service. 
 

Girls Conference: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2015 from 10:00 - 1:30 pm - 

Registration through CSM Required by Feb. 11th. 
 

 Hot Springs Baptist Church is hosting "GIRL TALK" conferences for Tweens, Teens, and 

Twenties.  Cost is $20.00 per person.  CSM leaders will be attending and encourage our girls 

to come with us!  We plan to meet at HSBC, but can arrange transportation if needed. Girls 

needs to sign up and pay $20.00 in CSM on Sundays or Wednesdays before Feb. 11th.   
 

Save the Date:  Sweets & Treats Auction - Sunday, March 15th! 

 

We hope to see all students Wednesday night for AFTERSHOCK AT 6:30! 

__________________________________________ 
 

FAMILY DEVOTION TIME 
 

How long can you hold your breath? Ten seconds? Thirty seconds? One minute? At what 

point does it start to hurt? Do you immediately quit, or do you try to see how long you can 

endure? 

 

If you have ever watched the reality television show, “SurvivorTM,” you are aware that at 

some point the contestants have to submit themselves late in the game to an endurance test. 

This test usually involves something like standing on a pole in the hot sun for as long as 

possible, holding something up for as long as possible, or holding onto something heavy for 

as long as possible. This event usually stretches into hours, because at this point in the 

competition those who want to win really want to win, doing whatever it takes to endure. 

Sitting in our living rooms, we sympathize with their pain, but we do not empathize—for it 

only comes down to a few minutes for us as we’re seated comfortably in our homes. While 

these tests sometimes last hours, the entire competition is only 39 days. But what if it were to 

last for months? How about years? 

 



Read Genesis 29:1–35. Jacob’s test lasted for 14 years to be married to Rachel. In spite of the 

wrong done to Jacob, God allowed him to endure it. Why would God—who knew 

Jacob was an important part of His plan for the Israelites— allow Jacob to undergo such a 

tough situation? 

 

Scripture tells us that endurance, or perseverance, produces character. And God was willing 

to let the years pass in order to work on Jacob’s character. You may have 

heard it said that God is not interested in our comfort, but rather our character. Those were 

uncomfortable days, weeks, and years for Jacob, but he endured and persevered, 

and got what he really wanted—marriage to Rachel, all the while building a godly character 

and trust in the Lord. A nice little side benefit there—perhaps better than 

winning a million bucks on “SurvivorTM.” 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

Connect . . . 
 
First, each family member holds their arms straight out to their side, timing themselves to see 

how long they can keep them there. The winner is the person who can hold his or her arms 

out the longest. Then, a family member reads: Sometimes we have to go through tough times. 

But through our perseverance, God can help develop our character. 

 

Explore . . . 
 
First, family members read Genesis 29:1–35, allowing for each person to read a 
portion. Then family members answer the question: Have there been times in your 
life when you have had to endure something difficult for the sake of what you 
wanted for yourself or someone else? How long were you able to endure, and 
did you reach your goal? 

 
Transform . . . 
 
 

Family members discuss the question: How can you work together as a family to 
persevere through tough times? In what ways can you hold each other 
accountable while you wait on God to reveal His plan? 
 
Pray for the encouragement to endure that you and your family may know the hope 
of God. 
 
 
 
 


