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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Happy New Year! I hope you rang in 2019 in good health and surrounded 
by family and friends.

I also hope you celebrated the start of the new year by watching the 
Donate Life Rose Parade float entitled, “Rhythm of the Heart,” as it 
traveled down the parade route in Pasadena. The float is so important 
because it symbolizes the collaboration between OPOs, healthcare 
and family care organizations, and the donors who make donation and 
transplant possible. If you didn’t have a chance to watch the parade live, 
you can click here for a replay. 

Like every new year, 2019 is a new opportunity for CORE to save lives, 
enhance lives, restore sight, and offer hope to donor families and those 
waiting. 

In 2018, CORE was able to offer the lasting legacy of donation to the 
families of 214 organ donors and more than 1,000 tissue donors. As a result, more than six hundred 
people received a life-saving organ transplant, nearly 1,500 had their vision restored through cornea 
transplants, and more than 75,000 people were healed with tissue transplants. In the upcoming year, 
CORE hopes to offer even more waiting list candidates the gift of life all while continuing to care for 
our dear donor families and honoring the remarkable donors who make life possible.  

One of the most visible opportunities for CORE to honor our donors is on National Donor Day, which 
is celebrated every year on Valentine’s Day. This year, CORE will spearhead a superhero themed event 
at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and take part in AHN Allegheny General Hospital’s 
living donor/recipient pinning ceremony. We will also hold donor drive events at many of our other 
partner hospitals including Charleston Area Medical Center and WVU Medicine Ruby Memorial 
Hospital. 

2019 is also the 25th anniversary of the Governor Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ and Tissue 
Donation Awareness Trust Fund, which was established to heighten awareness about the 
importance of organ and tissue donation, and to inspire Pennsylvanians to save and heal lives by 
registering as organ, tissue and cornea donors. The Trust Fund was founded under the leadership of 
Governor Casey, whose life was saved by a heart and liver transplant. Today, it continues his legacy as 
a champion for Pennsylvania families whose loved ones died waiting for a life-saving organ 
transplant. Since 1994, Pennsylvanians have generously contributed an average of $600,000 per 
year to save lives and more than 44,000 people in Pennsylvania have received a life-saving 
organ transplant, including more than 3,000 children. CORE, along with our OPO partners in 
eastern PA, plan to celebrate this milestone later in the year. 

I hope that you are ready for what’s shaping up to be an exciting year for CORE and I look forward 
to keeping you updated each month in CORE Connections. But please remember that I’d also love to 
hear from you, and I welcome thoughtful questions and an open dialogue. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me personally as we continue through this new year filled with new opportunities. 

Susan Stuart
President & CEO

JANUARY STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 113,726

CORE Waiting List: 2,456

Univ of Pgh Medical Center . . . . . . . . . . 992

VA Pgh Healthcare System . . . . . . . . . . 698

Allegheny General Hospital  . . . . . . . . . .437 

UPMC Children’s Hosp of Pgh . . . . . . . . 135 

Charleston Area Medical Ctr . . . . . . . . . 126

UPMC Hamot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 8

Every 10 minutes, another name is added 
to the waiting list. 

• On average, 20 people will
pass each day waiting for
their life- saving transplant. 

• Ninety percent of Americans
say they support donation,
yet only 30 percent know the
essential steps to take to be
a donor.

• One organ and tissue donor
can save 8 lives and heal up
to 75 individuals.

http://donatelife.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/DonateLifeFloat/videos/?ref=page_internal


CORE FOCUS
CORE BEGINS THE NEW YEAR WITH ADVOCATE EVENT

Rich Pietroski (President of Lung Bioengineering) poses with two 
double lung recipients, both of whom’s new lungs received treatment 

at Lung Bioengineering’s Silver Spring headquarters. 

CORE kicked off 2019 with a spark! Nearly 
100 volunteers gathered for CORE’s annual 
Advocate Kick-Off event. 

The program typically features industry 
leaders lending their expertise with 
interesting presentations on innovations in 
the donation and transplantation community 
and individuals effected by donation and 
transplantation sharing their stories of hope, 
healing and honor. 

Tarra Felsing, a 26-year-old from West 
Subury, Pennsylvania, addressed a CORE 
audience before - just in June of 2018, Tarra 
shared with donor families and volunteers 
gathered for CORE’s Special Place donor 
memorial ceremony that she was waiting for 
her second chance at life. 

Tarra was waiting for a double lung 
transplant, a procedure necessary to 
overcome her lifelong battle with Cystic 
Fibrosis and enable her a future with her 
newlywed husband and family. 

Tarra was now able to replace her story of 
hope with one of health and happiness, as 
she shared with the group that she is now the 
grateful recipient of two new lungs thanks 
to her doctors, her donor and the innovative 
technology offered by Lung Bioengineering. 
Tarra then had the opportunity to meet and 
introduce Rich Pietroski, President of Lung 
Bioengineering, to explain how the ex-vivo 
lung perfusion (EVLP) therapy enabled 
Tarra’s donor’s lungs to be healthy enough 
to transplant. 

Thanks to Lung Bioengineering and EVLP, 
more lungs are being able to be utilized 
for transplant, saving more lives than ever 
before.

CORE’s volunteers in Charleston, WV were 
lucky enough to see and hear Tarra and Rich’s 
presentations through videoconference 
technology and then were visited in-
person by Lori Gore, UNOS coordinator, for 
a presentation on how organs are allocated 
to those on the waiting list, like Tarra was 
last summer, and what updates have been 
made to those organ allocation policies. 
This information enables volunteers to more 
confidently represent CORE and advocate for 
life in the community. 

They become the experts in their own 
neighborhoods, and help to dispel the myths 
and break the barriers of donation. 

Our vision is that through education and 
outreach, that every potential donor will 
make the pledge for life. 

CORE VALUES
INTEGRITY

CORE would not exist 
without the trust and 

support of the community it 
serves. 

COMPASSION
CORE honors its donors and 

donor families. 
QUALITY

CORE upholds stringent 
clinical standards to ensure 

the quality of donated 
organs and tissue. 

RESPONSIVENESS
CORE operates in a fast-

paced, detail-oriented way.
EDUCATION

CORE recognizes that 
education is needed to 
uphold public trust and 

for the public we serve to 
make informed donation 

decisions. 
INNOVATION

CORE is a long-standing 
pioneer in the organ and 
tissue procurement field. 

RESPECT
CORE has respect for both 

death and life. 
LIFE

CORE values the legacy of 
life our donors have left and 

the second chance at life 
that transplant recipients 

have as a result.

CORE VISION
Every potential donor 
will make a Pledge 
for Life.

CORE MISSION
The Center for Organ 
Recovery & Education 
(CORE) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated 
to promoting 
donation, education, 
and research for the 
purpose of saving and 
improving 
the quality of life 
through organ, 
tissue, and cornea
transplantation.



OPTN/UNOS 
OPERATIONS NOT 

AFFECTED BY 
PARTIAL FEDERAL 

SHUTDOWN

TRANSPLANT SPOTLIGHT
TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT MARKS 30 YEARS WITH SAME HEART

Thirty years ago, Ryan Zinn’s goals were 
understandably short-term: Get back to 
school. Start running again. Lift weights. 
Be valedictorian of his high school class. 
He achieved them all.

Today, the 45-year-old Columbus 
resident tends to have more of an 
extended vision, like being there to enjoy 
the occasion when his now 3-year-old 
daughter, Sylvia, graduates from high 
school or gets married someday.

But as the oldest living individual 
to receive a heart transplant as an 
adolescent in the state of Ohio*, Ryan 
thinks a lot about how he can encourage 
others to give what he received in late 
1988. The gift of life. 

“We all have an opportunity to impact 
the lives of others,” said Ryan. “And 
signing up to be an organ and tissue 
donor can be a tremendous way to do 
that. When I tell my story, I challenge 
people to consider what their legacy can 
be. Maybe they will be lucky enough to 
save someone’s life.”

“Ryan is a wonderful example of why we 
do transplants,” said David O. Taylor, M.D.,  
who has conducted annual checkups as 
Ryan’s cardiologist at Cleveland Clinic 
since 2004. “He has shown that when a 
heart transplant recipient has the right 
attitude and the right treatment, there 
really aren’t that many limits to what 
they can do.”

Recently, Ryan and 70 friends and family 
members assembled in a Columbus 
restaurant to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of his heart transplant, 
which was performed at Cleveland Clinic 
Children’s by surgeon Robert Stewart, 
M.D.

But they also honored the memory of 
a person none of them have met – a 

young man named James who died in Lorain, Ohio, after a car accident, but whose heart has 
enabled Ryan to live longer than he ever expected.

“We wanted to recognize the special nature of reaching this type of milestone, and to honor 
my donor as well,” said Ryan, who has never spent a night in a hospital since being discharged 
following his transplant. “It’s not lost on me that 30 years would not have happened if not for 
James.”

And while his daughter Sylvia Rose James Zinn — her third name honoring Ryan’s donor – 
isn’t yet old enough to truly understand her father’s story, she is learning about James and his 
legacy in Ryan’s life.

“When we pray every night when Sylvia goes to bed, we say a prayer thanking God for daddy’s 
donor, James. She knows daddy has a new heart because of James.”

UNOS, which serves as the 
Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network 
(OPTN) under federal contract, 
continued to provide all 
services without interruption 
despite the shutdown of some 
federal government functions 
that began December 22, 
2018. All UNetSM applications 
and the donor matching 
system remained operational, 
and all UNOS staff continued 
to maintain their regular 
schedules.

100 PEOPLE 
TRANSPLANTED 

THANKS TO 
HOPE ACT

Thanks to the HIV Organ 
Policy Equity Act (the HOPE 
Act), 100 organ transplants 
have been performed for HIV-
positive candidates willing 
to accept organ offers from 
HIV-positive donors. As of 
December 18, 15 hospitals 
participating in HOPE Act 
protocols performed those 
100 transplants.  These include 
69 kidney transplants and 31 
liver transplants, involving 
organs from 49 deceased 
donors. “The collective effort 
by the transplant community 
is bringing more opportunity 
to these patients. As a result, 
it also expands access for 
everyone waiting for an organ 
transplant,” said UNOS Chief 
Medical Officer David Klassen. 
Most of the transplants 
allocated through the HOPE 
Act have occurred in 2018, 
as more and more organ 
procurement organizations 
have developed recovery 
protocols. Organs from donors 
that initially test positive for 
HIV have been transplanted 
into HIV-positive recipients 
since 2016; 19 in 2016, 21 
in 2017 and 60 in 2018. 
This indicates that more and 
more HIV-positive people are 
becoming aware that they 
can leave the legacy of life 
through organ donation.



PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE 
ORGAN TRANSPLANTS IN UNITED STATES SET 

SIXTH CONSECUTIVE RECORD IN 2018

The 36,527 organ transplants performed in the United States in 2018 set an annual record for the 
sixth straight year, according to preliminary data from United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), 
which serves as the national Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) under 
federal contract. In 2018, the total number of organ transplants exceeded 750,000 performed 
since 1988, the first full year national transplant data were collected.

The number of transplants, using organs from both deceased and living donors, increased five 
percent over 2017. Approximately 81 percent (29,680) of the transplants performed in 2018 
involved organs from deceased donors. Living donor transplants accounted for the remaining 19 
percent (6,849). The number of living donor transplants represented the highest total since 2005 
and increased nearly 11 percent over 2017.

“We are incredibly proud and grateful to have facilitated a record number of lifesaving organ 
transplants in 2018,” said Sue Dunn, president of the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors. “We never 
forget that our work is made possible by the selfless donors and their courageous families who 
make the powerful decision to give the gift of life. We will continue to work tirelessly to maximize 
that gift on behalf of the nearly 114,000 who await a transplant.”

In 2018, 10,721 people provided one or more organs for transplantation as deceased organ donors. 
This was a four percent increase over the 2017 total, and it continues an eight-year trend of 
record-setting donation.

Congratulations to the CAMC Kidney Transplant Center for successfully completing 66 transplants 
in 2018! The hospital’s first ever paired kidney exchange also took place in 2018, when Brian King 
needed a kidney transplant, but his family members were not a match.  Dave Kent needed a kidney 
transplant, but nobody in his family was a match either. However, in going through test results and 
blood types, Alice Jones, living donor coordinator for the CAMC Kidney Transplant Center, noticed 
that Pam King matched Dave Kent and Dustin Kent matched Brian King.

She contacted the two families to see if they’d be willing to do what is called a paired kidney 
exchange, sometimes referred to as a “kidney swap.”  This happens when a living kidney donor is 
incompatible with the recipient, so he or she exchanges kidneys with another donor/recipient 
pair that is a match. The families met for the first time Jan. 22 at CAMC General Hospital, and the 
surgeries were performed Jan. 29 and Jan. 30.

The team at CAMC has offered professional care and personalized treatment for over 30 years to 
help patients return to a normal, independent lifestyle. Learn more at camc.org/Kidney.

Recently, Allegheny General 
Hospital successfully 
established a practice that 
honors each organ donor 
before they are transferred 
to the operating room—a 
moment of acknowledgement. 
The donor family is given 
the opportunity to write a 
paragraph about their loved 
one, which is read by CORE at 
the bedside and witnessed by 
hospital staff and leaders. This 
practice is part of a growing 
practice of acknowledgement 
at the time of donation, most 
visibly seen in many “Honor 
Walks” at hospitals across the 
country. “Our mission to serve 
patients is the cornerstone of 
everything we do and to be 
able to honor a patient and 
his family as they took what 
must have been the longest, 
hardest walk of their lives, was 
emotional and humbling. Our 
hearts go out to the [donor] 
family and we want to thank 
them for letting us serve them 
and for their gift to others 
who will benefit from [his] 
donation,” said Kate Becker, 
UNM Hospitals chief executive 
officer, after participating in one 
in mid-January. If your hospital 
would like to institute these 
types of acknowledgement, 
please call CORE at 412-963-
3550. 

AS ‘HONOR 
WALKS’ 

BECOME MORE 
FREQUENT, 

AHN BEGINS 
NEW PROGRAM

CAMC MARKS RECORD YEAR FOR KIDNEY TRANSPLANTS



For the 2019 National Donate Life 
Month theme, Donate Life America 
was inspired by bicycles and the 
phrase “Life is a beautiful ride.” Like 
the donation and transplantation 
journey, a bicycle serves as a 
symbol of progress, renewal and 
the moving circle of life.

Bicycles come in all styles, shapes 
and sizes, but each is comprised of 
the same components, essential 
to supporting the rider and 
converting their energy into 
motion. Similarly, organ, eye and 
tissue donation offers many ways 
to give hope, support and strength 
to patients waiting, recipients and 
donor families. 

According to DLA, everyone has 
the potential to help make LIFE 
a beautiful ride for ourselves, and 
then for others, by registering as a 
donor, considering living donation, 
being a caregiver and championing 
the cause.

National Donate Life Month 
(NDLM) was established by Donate 
Life America and its partnering 
organizations in 2003. Celebrated 
in April each year, NDLM features 
an entire month of local, regional 
and national activities to help 
encourage Americans to register 
as organ, eye and tissue donors 
and to celebrate those that have 
saved lives through the gift of 
donation.

National Donate Life Month Blue & 
Green Day 2019 is Friday, April 12, 
2019! During this day, the public 
is encouraged to wear blue and 
green, hold events and fundraisers, 
and partner with local restaurants, 
malls, media, and community 
organizations in an effort to 
promote the success of organ, eye 
and tissue transplantation and 
the extreme need for registered 
donors. 

National Pediatric Transplant 
Week is April 22-26, 2019 and 
focuses on the powerful message 
of ending the pediatric transplant 
waiting list. Throughout the 
week, clinical partners share their 
innovative work and patient stories 
(candidates and recipients), donor 
families whose children have 
saved and healed lives through 
organ, eye, and tissue donation are 
honored, and recipient families 
share their thanks and celebrate 
milestones.

To download National Donate Life 
resources, CLICK HERE. 

DONATE LIFE DIGEST 
DLA RELEASES DONATE LIFE MONTH THEME

DONATE LIFE 
ROSE PARADE 
FLOAT MARKS 

2019

On New Year’s Day, the 2019 
Donate Life float, “Rhythm of 
the Heart,” celebrated its 16th 
year in the Rose Parade honoring 
those who have been touched 
by the power of organ, eye and 
tissue donation. Featuring exotic 
flowers from around the world, 
as well as musical instruments, 
masks and headdresses from 
different African nations, the 
float traveled the parade route 
just ahead of the car of 2019 
Tournament of Roses President 
Gerald Freeny, who is a two-
time organ recipient and a two-
time cancer survivor. Freeny 
envisioned “The Melody of Life” 
as the theme for the 130th 
Rose Parade to celebrate the 
power of music, the universal 
language. “It was exciting to see 
the Rose Parade floats inspired 
by this theme, especially one 
sponsored by a group that is 
as understandably near and 
dear to my heart as Donate 
Life,” said Freeny. “Music has 
been particularly important to 
me because it has helped me 
overcome a number of serious 
health issues including two organ 
transplants and cancer. Music has 
the ability to soothe and heal. It 
can just turn a situation from 
bad to good.” The 2019 Donate 
Life float’s musical theme, “Baba 
Yetu,” was interpreted by Alex 
Boyé, who was present over the 
weekend and at a special New 
Year’s Eve celebration sharing 
his powerful voice and moving 
songs with the float’s honorees 
and their families.

https://www.donatelife.net/ndlm/


CORE ADVOCATES 
DELIVER HOLIDAY 
CARE PACKAGES 

TO THOSE 
WAITING

ADVOCATES IN ACTION 
SERVICE AFTER DEATH: ERIE VET, CORE DONOR SAVES OTHERS 

By Nikki Wetling
Stars and Stripes

Before Andrew Koehle died of an 
accidental fentanyl overdose in 2017, he 
had plans.

The Air Force veteran had just completed 
the training necessary to become 
eligible for a new job, and he was filling 
out applications. He was remodeling his 
home in Erie, Pa. , and had just bought a 
stack of lumber to build new flower beds.

“Out of all the emotions I went through, 
that was the thing that hit me the 
hardest — that he had plans,” said his 
father, retired Lt. Col. Bill Koehle. “He had 
plans for his future.”

At 36, Koehle died before creating the 
life he had intended, Bill Koehle said. 
So when presented with the option to 
donate their son’s organs, his parents 
decided that would become part of their 
son’s legacy.

“We tried to make sense of this tragedy 
and part of that was donating his organs 
to ensure he lived on somehow,” Bill 
Koehle said. “You try to make some 
meaning out of a life, and this was an 
opportunity.”

As is standard, Koehle’s parents learned 
some details about the people who received their son’s organs six weeks after his death, including 
their ages, hobbies and health. There were five, and three of them were veterans.

A 59-year-old Navy veteran who works as a cross-country truck driver received Koehle’s liver.

A pair of 71-year-olds, one an Air Force veteran and the other an Army vet, received his kidneys. 
One had been on dialysis for three years before the donation. The other now spends his time 
volunteering and being with his four children and eight grandchildren.

Two other people benefitted from Koehle’s donation: a 35-year-old man with cystic fibrosis who 
received his lungs, and a 38-year old father of three who has his heart.

“I was pleasantly surprised,” Bill Koehle said. “You see and read about other veterans who are 
struggling, whether it’s mentally or physically, and if we could bring some wholeness to their life 
through this gift, that gives me a great sense of fulfillment and meaning.”

Bill and Pat Koehle, both 68, want their son’s story to offer direction for others. They’re encouraging 
people to register for organ donation. Koehle registered when he received his driver’s license.

Nearly 115,000 people are waiting for a life-saving transplant at any given time, according to the 
Center for Organ Recovery and Education, the nonprofit in Pittsburgh that coordinated Koehle’s 
donation. CORE is one of 58 federally designated nonprofit organ procurements organizations in 
the United States, and it works with the United Network for Organ Sharing to find donor matches.

Relatively few people who die each year are eligible for organ donation. Most deceased donors 
lost brain function but were kept alive by their hearts and lungs.

The Koehles also want veterans struggling with mental health problems to seek help and confide 
in their loved ones.

Though he struggled with post-traumatic stress, Andrew Koehle was proud of his service, his 
father said. He continued to serve in the Air Force Reserve after leaving active duty. He kept all 
of his uniforms, and he collected military memorabilia.

To his parents, his service continued after his death. Pat Koehle knew he felt strongly about organ 
donation, she said. When presented with the option, it was an easy choice.

“It was reassuring and somehow comforting that after he died to know part of him went on to 
stay,” she said. “It was something I could then say out loud to myself. I hate the fact Andrew’s dead, 
but it’s so gratifying to know he could help other people.”

**This story originally appeared in the Stars and Stripes Newspaper. To read the orginal article, 
please click here.

Thank you to all of the 
supporters of our 2018 Warm 
Up the Wait Project! Nearly 
150 transplant waiting 
list candidates and family 
members received hand 
delivered gifts thanks to your 
generous contributions on 
Giving Tuesday. In addition to 
providing a pick-me-up to those 
individuals, CORE’s mission of 
saving and enhancing lives was 
able to reach thousands more 
through the media coverage of 
our initiative. 

CORE 
ADVOCATE, 

LIVING DONOR 
SPEAKS TO 
LOCAL HIGH 

SCHOOL CLASS

Living donor and 
representative for CORE 
Ron Flick recently spoke 
to all the 9th grade health 
classes and the anatomy 
class about organ donation, 
what it means, and how it 
can help people. “Ron Flick’s 
presentation about organ 
donation is beneficial to my 
classes because Ron was an 
organ donor himself and 
because it answers questions 
some young people may 
have about organ donation,” 
said teacher Mrs. Olver.

https://www.stripes.com/news/service-after-death-veteran-s-parents-find-comfort-after-donating-son-s-organs-1.562124


TEAM 
TRANSPLANT 

ANNIVERSARIES
Ryan Meanor, February 1 will 
be the 18th anniversary of his 
kidney transplant! 

Sarah (Sally) Brinker, Feb 13 
will be the 13th anniversary 
of her heart transplant! 

Patty Dippold, February 15 
will be the 11th anniversary 
of her heart transplant! 

Mary Alice King, Feb 17 will 
be the 16th anniversary of 
her liver transplant! 

Aubrey Grace Meller, Feb 18 
will be the 15th anniversary 
of her kidney transplant!

Gabriel Esposto, February 21 
will be the 1st anniversary of 
his heart transplant!

Allen Ravotti, Feb 25 will be 
the 9th anniversary of his 
heart transplant!

JANUARY TEAM 
BIRTHDAYS

John Ball, Sr. 
Bea Harris

Jerry Stroup
Jane Barrett

Tina Rothermel
Gregory Sabak

Nancy J Cunningham
Mike Thomas 

Susan Repasky
Rick McKenna
Nikki McKenna
Rosemary Rosa

Craig Vincent Beary
Gabriel Esposto

Aubrey Grace Meller
Nathan Ball

FEBRUARY TEAM 
BIRTHDAYS

Sarah (Sally) Brinker
William Jobes
Donald Tucker
Linda Stroup

Nancy Kaminski
Gary Martin Santel
Lora Ward Wilson

JoAnne Burka
Lisa Herron

Diana Headlee-Bell
Tracy Wicks

Robert Gregory Southorn
Heather Leverington

Brad Davern
Nicole Powell

Scott M. Greenfield
Jake Ball

TEAM ALLEGHENIES TRANSPLANT 
TEAM SAYS GOODBYE TO DEAR FRIEND, TEAM LEADER

William G. “Bill” Cornell, 65, of East Liverpool passed 
away Sunday, January 20, 2019 at UPMC Presbyterian 
Hospital in Pittsburgh, PA. Bill was a very active 
member of Team Alleghenies as well as a passionate 
CORE Advocate. 

Bill was born in Lackawanna, NY on October 17, 1953 
a son of the late William and Margaret “Pat” Delaney 
Cornell. He graduated from Lackawanna High 
School in Lackawanna, NY. Bill also graduated with 
business degrees from Kent State University and 
Geneva College. Bill owned and operated his own 
consulting business CorCon Solutions, LLC where he 
did consulting work for construction companies. He 
was a member of Holy Trinity Parish at St. Aloysius. 

Bill benefited from a life-saving double lung 
transplant in 2014 which gave him precious time 
with his pride and joy, his grandchildren. Bill’s family 
will always cherish the time given to them from his 
donor and donor family. He was proud to be a gold 
medalist in golf at the Transplant Games of America. 
Bill was good to people and made everyone around 
him better. Everything he did; he did for his family.

Surviving are his three children Carrie (Brian) 
Howren of Las Vegas, NV, William G. “Bill” (Kristina) Cornell, Jr. of Clinton, PA and Eric (Courtney) 
Cornell of East Liverpool; seven grandchildren Noah, Conner and Liam Howren, Olivia, Elyse, 
Alana and Logan Cornell; three sisters Kathy (Tony) Grucello of Cape Coral, FL, Debbie Miller 
of Cape Coral, FL and Barbara “Barbie” (Brian) Hayden of Bonita Springs, FL and brother Tim 
Cornell and his late wife Mary of Fort Myers, FL. 

Bill’s life was celebrated at a funeral mass at Holy Trinity Parish at St. Aloysius Church; 
in lieu of flowers, Bill’s wish was that everyone would become a registered donor. 

Bill will be missed tremendously. 

TEAM MEMBER RELEASES BOOK, 
PLEDGES PORTION OF PROFITS TO TEAM

Team member Mike Natale and his sister, Julie DeLillo, 
recently released a book. Julie is Mike’s living donor. 

Entitled, “Mixed-Up Innocence:  Murder at the Spaghetti 
House,” it’s the story of their grandfather who was 
accused and convicted of a murder in Struthers, Ohio 
in 1933.  

He was sent to the state penitentiary in Columbus 
and spent 15 months there before being granted a 
retrial due to two people being coerced into testifying 
against him.  

Books are available for purchase for $17.97 including 
tax, plus shipping ($3.98), $3.00 of which will be 
donated to Team Alleghenies. 

Diana Natale will ship a book to anyone who is 
interested. To purchase a copy or if you have any 
questions, please call Diana at 724-651-8938.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Hockey 
Night
in Johnstown

Saturday, February 9, 2019
7 pm Game Time

Conemaugh Health System Donate Life Game.
Join us to raise awareness about Donate Life 
month for organ, tissue, and eye donation.

Discounted tickets for Conemaugh Health System employees, families, 
and friends.
Adults • $8   Child (ages 2-12) • $6  Child under 2 FREE
 
• Parking available at the Conemaugh Medical Park. 
• Ticket purchase deadline February 6 and will be available for pick-up at the Will Call table. 
• The game is also Princess & Superheroes night. Donors are heroes!

https://form.jotform.com/JohnstownTomahawks/
donate-life-group-night

1st Summit Arena at the 
Cambria County War Memorial
326 Napoleon Street, Johnstown

WESTERN 
PA KIDNEY 
SUPPORT 
GROUPS

The Western PA Kidney Support 
Groups needs your support.  
Bringing together more than 
10,000 people in the region, we 
hold support groups to share 
experiences and provide  vital 
information for our members.  
In addition to connecting with 
our 600 members through our 
support groups, we provide 
phone line support, and host 
seminars and conferences, as 
well as attend events to raise 
awareness of our organization.  
For each donation of $20 or 
more, you will receive a free 
T-shirt of your choice plus a 
button and bumper sticker.  
We have a limited selection of 
sizes from S-3XL.   To make a 
donation, please call 412-427-
2969 or email Jack Silverstein 
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and 
include your address, as well 
as which shirt size you would 
like.  Upon receiving a check, 
your shirt, button and bumper 
sticker will be shipped to your 
home free of charge.

HEART 
TRANSPLANT 

SUPPORT GROUP

Saturday, February 23rd • 12pm

Panera Bread Meeting Room
3401 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

The meetings are open 
discussion; bring your personal 
victories to share, your concerns, 
and your questions. 

Our goal is to provide support 
to pre-transplant and post-
transplant individuals in 
the physical and emotional 
areas through discussion. The 
information shared is personal 
and should be kept private 
within the support group.

To attend, please contact Tom at 
t.meshanko@verizon.net.

Join Second Chance Fundraising for our Third Annual Bumper For Life Bowling Extravaganza! 
This event is held every year to assist a family or individual in the area who has experienced 

unexpected medical troubles. Proceeds from this year’s event will be used to help Ian 
Rosenbaum and his family. Ian is a 7 year old from the North Star area who was diagnosed 

with T cell ALL Leukemia on September 28th. Ian and his family will traveling to Pittsburgh at 
least twice a week to undergo treatment as part of a 3 year treatment plan.

Please bring your family and friends out for a fun day and to help assist Ian and his 
family in his fight against leukemia. In addition to bowling there will be door prizes, 

a basket raffle, 50/50, and more!!!

For more information visit us at: 
www.facebook.com/secondchancefundraising

www.secondchancefundraising.org

Make a difference in the lives of those waiting, donor 
families and recipients in western Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia by becoming a CORE Advocate. To register, contact 
the CORE volunteer coordinator at 412-963-3550. 

mailto:t.meshanko%40verizon.net?subject=Heart%20Transplant%20Support%20Group

