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FIVE-WEEK LESSON PLAN 
The Sinking of the Titanic by Marshall Logan 

 Topic Reading: Sinking Of The 
Titanic 

To download full text of The Sinking 
of the Titanic by Marshall Logan see 

“Titanic Links” page. 

Audio  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Video  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Additional 
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Week 1 Introduction 
to the Titanic 
disaster 

Pages 3-18 
Dr. Van Dyke's Spiritual Consolation 
Facts about the wreck of the titanic 
Chapter I:  First news of the greatest 
marine disaster in history 
Chapter II: The most sumptuous palace 
afloat 
Chapter III: The maiden voyage of the 
titanic 

Audio recording of Sinking of 
the Titanic by Marshall Logan 
#1-3. 
 

 Geography Lesson: “Where did 
the Titanic go down?” 
(included) 
 
Visit the online Titanic Museum 
which includes artifacts from 
the ship. 

Week 2 People and 
Events on the 
Titanic 

Pages 19-97 
Chapter IV: Some of the notable 
passengers 
Chapter V:  The Titanic strikes an 
iceberg! 
Chapter VI "Women and children first!" 
Chapter VII: Left to their fate 
Chapter VIII: The call for help heard 
Chapter IX:  In the drifting life-boats 
Chapter X  On Board the Carpathia 
Chapter XII: The Tragic Home-Coming 
 

Audio recording of Sinking of 
the Titanic by Marshall Logan 
#4-12. 
 

A Night to Remember—
Television Program 
Before Walter Lord's book A 
Night To Remember debuted, it 
appeared as an hour -long 
television drama. Excellent! 
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 Topic Reading: Sinking Of The 
Titanic 

To download full text of The Sinking 
of the Titanic by Marshall Logan see 

“Titanic Links” page. 

Audio  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Video  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Additional 
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Week 3 First-hand 
Accounts 

Pages 98-118 
Chapter XIII:  The story of  Charles F. 
Hurd 
Chapter XIV:  Thrilling account  by l. 
Beasley 
Chapter XV: Jack Thayer’s own story of the wreck 
Chapter XVI: Incidents related by James Mc 
Gough 
Chapter XVII: Wireless operator praises heroic 
work 
Chapter XVIII:  Story of the steward 

Audio recording of Sinking of 
the Titanic by Marshall Logan 
#13-18. 
 

Finding the Titanic (5 minutes)  
Bob Ballard interview where 
Ballard describes discovering of 
Titanic’s last resting palace. 
 

 

Week  4 What 
happened 
after 

Pages 119-160 
Chapter XIX: How the world received the 
news 
Chapter XXI:  Searching for the dead 
Chapter XXII:  Criticism of Ismay  
Chapter XXIII:  The financial loss  
Chapter XXIV: Opinions of experts 
Chapter XXV:  Other great marine 
disasters 
Chapter XXVI: Development of 
shipbuilding 
Chapter XXVII: Safety and lifesaving 
devices 
Chapter XXVIII: Time for reflection and reforms 
Chapter XXIX: The senatorial 
investigation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audio recording of Sinking of 
the Titanic by Marshall Logan 
#19-29. 
 

NOAA Titanic Expedition 2004: 
Breathtaking Wreck Footage.  
This is spectacular. 

Titanic Disaster Poem (included) 
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 Topic Reading: Sinking Of The 
Titanic 

To download full text of The Sinking 
of the Titanic by Marshall Logan see 

“Titanic Links” page. 

Audio  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Video  
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

Additional 
See “Titanic Links” page  

for links. 

 

Week 5 Raising the 
Titanic  

Jason Ballard’s Raising Titanic in 1985 Unsinkable Molly Brown 
Molly Brown was one of the 
surviving passengers on 
Titanic. 
Also a movie musical by the 
same name. 
 
 

Save the Titanic with Bob 
Ballard 
Short preview of longer show, 
discusses state of Titanic today. 
 
Return to Titanic (45 minutes) 
Very moving account of 
Ballard’s revisiting the site 20 
years later. 
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Titanic Links  

Etext of The Sinking of the Titanic by Marshall Logan 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/2012/sinking_of_titanic_logan_marshall.pdf 

To download: click on the link to open. If you're having trouble opening the link, copy the link (no spaces)and 
paste it into your browser. NOTE! If you are using Firefox as your browser, you may need to switch to Windows. 
For some reason Firefox does not like our files :-)  

Audio Recording of The Sinking of the Titanic by Marshall Logan 

NOTE: Download the entire book for listening on MP3 format. For best results, cut and paste the link into your browser 
and then save it to your computer to play from your desktop. 

Chapters 1-9 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters1-9.zip  

Chapters 10-17 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters10-17.zip 

Chapters 18-25 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters18-25.zip  
 

OTHER LINKS TO AUDIO AND VIDEO RESOURCES 

A Night to Remember (Television Special - 60 minutes) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1t7AKLG6Ho  

Before Walter Lord's book A Night to Remember debuted, it appeared as an hour -long television drama. 

Finding the Titanic (5 minutes) 

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/adventure/adventure-sports/ngc-finding-the-titanic/  

Bob Ballard describes the mission to find Titanic. 

NOAA Titanic Expedition 2004: Breathtaking Wreck Footage 

Breathtaking... Nearly 20 years after first finding the sunken remains of the R.M.S. Titanic, marine explorer Robert 
Ballard returned in June 2004 helped by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of Ocean 
Exploration to study the ship's rapid deterioration. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z7REEnwKOQ 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/2012/sinking_of_titanic_logan_marshall.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters1-9.zip
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters10-17.zip
https://s3.amazonaws.com/LBC_Downloads/Titanic/sinkingoftitanic_chapters18-25.zip
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1t7AKLG6Ho
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/adventure/adventure-sports/ngc-finding-the-titanic/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z7REEnwKOQ
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Save the Titanic with Bob Ballard (4 minutes) 

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/specials-1/spring-preview/ngc-save-the-
titanic/  

A preview of a National Geographic special to be aired April 9, 2012-- Discusses the unlawful scavenging of the Titanic 
for artifacts, shows footage of first discovery in 1985. 

Return to Titanic (45 minutes) 

The mysteries of the Titanic continue to intrigue as new research is revealed. This special discusses the unlawful 
scavenging of the Titanic for artifacts and the revenges of time. 

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/specials-1/titanic/ngc-return-to-titanic/  

Unsinkable Molly Brown (30 minutes) 

http://www.otrcat.net/otr6/CALV-460506-478-Unsinkable-Mrs-Brown-OTRCAT.com.mp3   

“Margaret ‘Molly’ Brown (née Tobin) (July 18, 1867 – October 26, 1932) was an American socialite, 
philanthropist, and activist who became famous due to her survival of the 1912 sinking of the RMS Titanic, 
after exhorting the crew of Lifeboat No. 6 to return to look for survivors. It is unclear whether any survivors 
were found after Lifeboat No. 6 returned to search.[1] She became known after her death as The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown, although she was not called Molly during her life. Her friends called her Maggie.” ~Wikipedia 

Encyclopedia Titanic  

http://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/ 

A unique resource for anyone interested in the Titanic. Over 2,100 individual passenger and crew biographies, regularly 
updated passenger and crew listings, exclusive research articles and ongoing discussions about the Titanic. 

Titanic-related Web Sites and Information 

1. The Titanic: Encyclopedia Smithsonian  
2. Titanic's Lost Sister - NOVA online  
3. R.M.S. Titanic; international maritime memorial; findings and purposes - Congressional findings and 

recommendations Site  
4. Titanic: Select Bibliography - from the Maritime History Virtual Archives in Sweden  
5. The Grave of the Titanic from The Gulf of Maine Aquarium  
6. The Titanic Disaster: An Enduring Example of Money Management vs. Risk Management  
7. R.M.S. TITANIC...Célebre Transatlântico do Épico Desastre - a new site from Brazil  
8. The 3D Titanic  
9. Titanic Tidbits  
10. Titanic-Titanic.com- an incredible array of links and information about the Titanic including a Titanic Discussion 

Forum  

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/specials-1/spring-preview/ngc-save-the-titanic/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/specials-1/spring-preview/ngc-save-the-titanic/
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/specials-1/titanic/ngc-return-to-titanic/
http://www.otrcat.net/otr6/CALV-460506-478-Unsinkable-Mrs-Brown-OTRCAT.com.mp3
http://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/
http://www.si.edu/resource/faq/nmah/titanic.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/nova/titanic/
http://fatty.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/450rr.html
http://pc-78-120.udac.se:8001/WWW/Nautica/Ships/Titanic.html
http://octopus.gma.org/space1/titanic.html
http://octopus.gma.org/
http://www.cuug.ab.ca:8001/~branderr/risk_essay/titanic.html
http://www.redamp.com.br/~jeanch/titanic.htm
http://home.interlynx.net/~dclarke/home.html
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/Carpathia/
http://www.titanic-titanic.com/
http://www.titanic-titanic.com/forum/ikonboard.cgi
http://www.titanic-titanic.com/forum/ikonboard.cgi
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Student Sites about the Titanic 

1. The Titanic Sinks into the Internet - WWW page by Rohan McCarthy from Ipswich, Queensland, Australia.  
2. The Titanic in the classroom from the Department for Education and Children's Services (Australia)  
3. The Titanic: Student Investigations also from the Department for Education and Children's Services (Australia)  
4. The Titanic in the classroom - more from DECS Australia  
5. The Story of the Titanic - a tale from Sweden  
6. Titanic Buff's Homepage  
7. Titanic and her Sisters - a great site with easy to follow topics   

http://gil.ipswichcity.qld.gov.au/~dalgarry/main.html
http://www.nexus.edu.au/TeachStud/TITANIC2/home/titic1.htm
http://www.nexus.edu.au/TeachStud/titanic2/invest/invest.htm
http://www.nexus.edu.au/TeachStud/titanic2/home/titic1.htm
http://www.ida.his.se/ida/~a94hango/titanic.chtml
http://www.webspawner.com/users/titanicbuffsweb/
http://members.aol.com/WakkoW5/titnsis.html
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The Grave of the Titanic 

A Geography Lesson 

 

The story of the Titanic and the iceberg has grown into a legend of the sea. It took 
her discovery in 1985 to begin to find the truth behind the myth. One of the things 
that makes the Titanic so fascinating is that she represented the best of 
technology when she set sail on her ill-fated voyage in 1912, and it took the best 
of technology in the form of sonar, satellite tracking, and deep-dive technology to 
locate her grave 73 years later. In the early 1900's, waterborne transportation was 
the norm; today, satellites are taken for granted by our society. But we tend to 

forget the immense effort that these two technologies require to 
operate to their maximum potential. Until recently, the 
technology did not exist to locate, photograph, and explore this 
ship that rested two and a half miles down on the ocean floor. 

On April 10, 1912, the RMS Titanic set sail from Southampton on 
her maiden voyage to New York. At that time, she was the largest 
and most luxurious ship ever built. At 11:40 PM on April 14, 1912, 
she struck an iceberg about 400 miles off Newfoundland, Canada. 
Although her crew had been warned about icebergs several times 
that evening by other ships navigating through that region, she 
was traveling at near top speed of about 20.5 knots when one 
grazed her side.  

Less than three hours later, the Titanic plunged to the bottom of 
the sea, taking more than 1500 people with her. Only a fraction 
of her passengers were saved. The world was stunned to learn of 
the fate of the unsinkable Titanic. It carried some of the richest, 
most powerful industrialists of her day. Together, their personal 
fortunes were worth $600 million in 1912! In addition to wealthy 
and the middle class passengers, she carried poor emigrants from 
Europe and the Middle East seeking economic and social freedom 
in the New World.  

The remains of the Titanic were found in 1985 by Dr. Robert 
Ballard, an oceanographer and marine biologist with the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution. When he located the Titanic, he 
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saw that, as some survivors reported, the ship had broken apart. He believed the 
weight of the water-filled bow raised the stern out of the water and snapped the 
ship in two just before it sank. Debris falling out of the ship was strewn over a 1/2 
mile across the sea floor. The bow and the stern were found nearly 2000ft. apart. 

Keeping her location a secret, Bob Ballard used GPS to find theTitanic again when 
he returned the next year. He hoped to prevent treasure seekers from finding her 
and plundering the ship for booty such as coffee cups inscribed with RMS Titanic. 
On this second expedition, he visited the ship several times by submarine. On his 
last descent, he left a plaque honoring the 1500 victims and asking that 
subsequent explorers leave their grave undisturbed. 

 

Find the Titanic again!  

1. Eventually Bob Ballard released the coordinates of the Titanic's 
location. He recorded her coordinates as, stern section sits on ocean 
floor at 41o43'35" N, 49o56'54" W, boilers at 41o43'32" N, 49o56'49" W, 
bow at 41o43'57" N, 49o56'49" W. Find these coordinates and trace the 
outline of the sunken pieces of the Titanic on a chart of the North 
Atlantic. 

2. How far is it from its plotted course? At the time of the accident, the 
ship was reported to be at 41o46' N, 50o 14' W. (She was found 13½ miles 
southeast of the position given in her lastdistress call.) 

3. Discuss the fact that satellite technology through GPS can pinpoint any 
position on Earth to within 30 feet. In 1912, navigation techniques of 
dead reckoning and celestial navigation could only give one an 
approximate location within several miles of one's true position.If the 
Titanic had had better navigational aids, could its passengers have all 
been saved? Could it even have avoided the iceberg? 

4. Track the route she took from England to New York in April, 1912. 

 

She started from Southampton, England, and stopped at Cherbourg, 
France and Queenstown, Ireland to pick up passengers. Her destination 
was New York. She sank 1000 miles due east of Boston, Massachusetts, 
and 375 miles southeast of St. John's, Newfoundland.  
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Unsinkable challenge  

Build an unsinkable boat. What would it be made of? How would it be 
shaped? How will you test your hypothesis? How much weight 
("passengers") could it carry? How far can it tip to the side before it flips? 

Reliving the moment  

Draw a picture of the Titanic on that fateful night, using literature 
connection references. Information that should be incorporated into the 
work: It was night. There were icebergs. As the bow sank, the stern lifted 
farther and farther out of the water."Just before the ship disappeared 
entirely," according to Bob Ballard,"Many eyewitnesses agreed that the 
ship in fact broke in two, the bow plunging down while the stern briefly 
righted itself before turning almost vertical and sinking a few moments 
later."  

Detail what it might have been like aboard the Titanic between 11:40PM 
(when the ship gently grazed the iceberg) to 2:18 AM when it 
disappeared below the sea. 

Or draw an illustration of Jason finding the bow of the Titanic at the 
bottom of the sea at a depth of 12,460 ft. The ship was found in several 
pieces. Draw what the Titanic might look like after another 100 years on 
the ocean floor. 

Lifeboats  

How many lifeboats were needed? TheTitanic was owned by the British 
White Star Line, flew the British flag,and thus was under the rules and 
regulations of the British government. Although she was originally 
designed to carry 42 lifeboats, the ship carried only 20 lifeboats (four 
more than were required at the time by British regulations) for the 2,228 
passengers and crew. (That number could supposedly hold 1,178 
people.) The original designer of theTitanic had proposed 50 lifeboats, 
but the British owners of the White Star Line had decided against it. (If it 
had been under US Government regulation at the time, 42 lifeboats, 
enough to accommodate 2,367 persons would have been required for a 
ship that size.)  

Only 705 people were rescued; 1523 drowned or froze to death in the icy 
water. Ironically, most of those who drowned were Americans. Assuming 
that each lifeboat could hold 65 people, how many lifeboats did they 
need? Unfortunately, the 20 lifeboats on board were launched in panic 
before they were filled to capacity, so the number of people rescued was 
even fewer than could have been accommodated.  
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8.  

 

  

 

 

 

Only 705 of 2,227 people on board survived. What percentage is that?  

 
Women Men Total 

 
& Children 

  
First class 94% 31% 60% 

Second class 81% 10% 44% 

Steerage 47% 14% 25% 

Crew 87% 22% 24% 

Analyze these statistics. What do these figures tell you about the policy 
of saving women and children first, how social standing and wealth 
influenced who was rescued, and the tradition that the crew usually 
went down with the ship? Many of the poorest people were not aware 
of the seriousness of the damage to the Titanic until shortly before it 
sank.  

(chart source: The Titanic: End of a Dream) 
 

Materials 

Chart of the Atlantic Ocean with latitude/longitude, pencils, rulers, Robert 
Ballard's Exploring the Titanic or The Discovery of the Titanic  

 
Used with permission: http://octopus.gma.org/space1/titanic.html  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://octopus.gma.org/space1/titanic.html
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THE TITANIC DISASTER POEM 
By J. H. McKenzie 

 
This event took place on the night of April 14, 1912 with the 
Titanic on her First voyage in the Atlantic Ocean bound for 

New York. 
 

Co-Operative Pub. Co., Guthrie, Okla. 
 

Copyrighted, May 1912. 
 

 
    I. 
    On the cold and dark Atlantic, 
      The night was growing late 
    Steamed the maiden ship Titanic 
      Crowded with human freight 
    She was valued at Ten Million, 
      The grandest ever roamed the seas, 
    Fitted complete to swim the ocean 
      When the rolling billows freeze. 
 
    II. 
    She bade farewell to England 
      All dressed in robes of white 
    Going out to plow the briny deep, 
      And was on her western flight; 
    She was now so swiftly gliding 
      In L Fifty and Fourteen 
    When the watchman viewed the monster 
      Just a mile from it, ’Twas seen. 
 
    III. 
    Warned by a German vessel 
      Of an enemy just ahead 
    Of an Iceberg, that sea monster, 
      That which the seamen dread. 
    On steamed this great Titanic; 
      She was in her swiftest flight; 
    She was trying to break the record, 
      On that fearful, fearful night. 
 
    IV. 
    Oh; she was plowing the Ocean 
      For speed not known before, 
    But alas, she struck asunder 
      To last for ever more, 
    A wireless message began to spread 
      Throughout the mighty deep, it said, 
    “We have struck an iceberg, being delayed; 
      Please rush to us with aid.” 
 
 

 
  
  V. 
    The Captain, of the White Star Line, 
      Who stood there in command, 
    Was an Admiral of seasoned mind 
      Enroute to the western land. 
    The Captain thought not of his life 
      But stood there to the last 
    And swimming saved a little child 
      As it came floating past. 
 
    VI. 
    Outstretched hands offered reward 
      For his brave and heroic deed 
    But the intrepid man went down aboard 
      Trying to rescue a passenger instead 
    This ill-starred giant of the sea 
      Was carried to his grave 
    On the last and greatest ship, was he, 
      That ever cleft a wave. 
 
    VII. 
    Gay was the crew aboard this ship, 
      Passengers large and small; 
    They viewed the coming danger, 
      They felt it one and all. 
    On played the grand Orchestra 
      Their notes were soft and clear; 
    They realized God’s power on land 
      On sea ’twas just as near. 
 
    VIII. 
    So they played this glorious anthem 
      Continued on the sea 
    And repeated the beautiful chorus 
      “Nearer My God To Thee.” 
    Then silenced when the ship went down 
      Their notes were heard no more. 
    Surely they’ll wear a starry crown 
      On that Celestial Shore. 
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    IX. 
    Colonel Astor, a millionaire, 
      Scholarly and profound, 
    Said to his wife, “I’ll meet you dear 
      Tomorrow in York Town.” 
    His bride asked a seaman true 
      “Oh say! may husband go;” 
    The echo came upon the blue 
      He answered, “He may, you know.” 
 
    X. 
    This man rushed not to his seat 
      He seem to have no fear, 
    Being calm, serene and discreet 
      Tendered it to a lady near, 
    “Oh go, he said, my darling wife 
      Please be not in despair, 
    Be of good cheer, as sure as life, 
      I’ll meet you over there.” 
 
    XI. 
    Well could he have known this dreadful night 
      The sea would be his grave 
    Though he worked with all his might 
      For those whom he could save. 
    This man a soldier once has been 
      Of military art, 
    Proved himself full competent then 
      To do his noble part. 
 
    XII. 
    Major Butt, well known to fame 
      A lady did entreat, 
    To kindly name him to his friends 
      Whom she perchance to meet. 
    He forced the men to realize 
      The weaker they should save; 
    He gave his life with no surprise 
      To the sea—a watery grave; 
    And with a smile upon his face 
      He turned to meet his fate, 
    Soon, soon the sea would be his grave 
      In and ever after date. 
 
    XIII. 
    And Strauss, who did the children feed, 
      Had mercy on the poor, 
    And all such men the world doth need 
      To reverence evermore. 
    Oh, may the union of Strauss and wife 
      Be memorial to all men, 
    Each for the other gave their life, 
      A life we should commend; 

    And may all girls who chance in life 
      To read this poem thru 
    Emulate the deed of such a wife, 
      As went down in the blue. 
 
    XIV. 
    Down, down goes the great Titanic 
      With faster and faster speed 
    Until Alas! there comes a burst 
      She bade farewell indeed 
    Farewell, farewell to land and seas, 
      Farewell to wharves and shore, 
    For I must land beneath the breeze 
      To reach the land no more 
    I carry with me more human weight 
      Than ever recorded before 
    To leave them on a land sedate 
      They will land, Oh! land no more. 
 
    XV. 
      Only a few you see, 
      May tell the story 
    Of this great calamity; 
      Husbands, Wives, perhaps in glory 
    View the sad catastrophe. 
      The Carpathia eastern bound 
    For the Mediterranean sea, 
      Turned to the mighty sound, 
    The wireless C. Q. D. 
 
    XVI. 
      Quick was the preparation made, 
    To warn the unfortunate few, 
      For the homeless was cold and delayed 
    Being chilled by the wind as it blew. 
      So to the youth 
    Through life has started, 
      Be ever thoughtful and true, 
    Stay by the truth, be not departed 
      Success shall come to you 
 
    Oh, may you shun the Iceberg, 
      By the dreadful work was wrought, 
    And prosper by the lesson 
      This mighty ship has taught  
 
 



 
Would you like a free eBook or Audio each week to 
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