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The Focus: There are many deceptive forces vying for our 
attention. The Bible gives us a clear way to determine truth 
from lies when it comes to the things of God. We recognize 
the Spirit of truth by seeing the acknowledgement of Jesus 
who has come to be our Savior. 
 
Main Point: Jesus is the Truth we have been looking for. 
 
Key Scripture: 1 John 4:2 
“This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God.” 
 
The Gospel: Jesus is the truth of God spoken to us. In Jesus, 
our sins are forgiven and we are loved. 
 
Notes: 
 
  
 
  
  



Digging Deeper (April 28/29, 2018) 
1 John 4:1-6 
Truth, Not Lies  
 
1 John 4:3b, “This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming 
and even now is already in the world.” The 
topic of the antichrist is often neglected. This 
week, we have a good excuse to Dig Deeper, learning so that 
we will not be deceived.  
What is the antichrist? The antichrist is one who will publicly 
oppose the work of Christ Jesus. He will actively seek to 
undermine the work of God in order to set himself up for 
destructive power. 
+ Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. What are the marks of the 
“man of lawlessness?” Notice that the antichrist will arise over 
everything that is of God. The difficult part to imagine is that 
the antichrist will come from inside the church – acting as 
though he is of God. That’s why John’s admonition to “test 
the spirits” (1 John 4:1) is so critical. (Read 2 Thessalonians 5-
12 for more.) 
+ Read Daniel 7:8-14. Daniel is prophesying about the “little 
horn” who speaks boastfully to God. The connection with 2 
Thessalonians can be seen. It is important to note what 
happens to the “little horn” and the appearance of the “Son of 
man.” That foretells Jesus!  
+ Read Matthew 24:22-25. Jesus himself declares that there 
will be many false messiahs. Read Mark 13:5-8. Again, Jesus is 
warning his followers about those who will deceptively come. 
We must be on our guard against them. How can we do this?  
In this case, knowing really is half the battle. (And the battle 
belongs to the Lord!) 1 John 4:4, “You, dear children, are 
from God and have overcome them, because the one who is 
in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” We need 
to know that these things will come, but we have complete 
confidence that even in the midst of them, we are safe in 
Jesus!  

 


