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The Goal: As children of Almighty God, we are to evidence 
God’s love for us by living out a life of love toward others, 
especially toward those who are of the household of faith. 
 
Key Scripture: 1 John 3:23 
And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded 
us. 
 
The Problem: Our pride and selfishness result in hateful 
attitudes and behaviors that set us apart from others, even 
those who are of the household of faith. 
 
The Solution: As Jesus evidenced his love for us even 
when we were his enemies, so also do we evidence his 
love in us by our love toward others, especially toward 
those with whom we are at odds. 
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Digging Deeper (April 21/22, 2018) 
This, Not That – Love, Not Hate 

 

OPEN: In what way(s) are you more like your mother? …your 
father? 

DIG: Read 1 John 3:11-24. 
1. What does this passage tell you about God? 
2. What does this passage tell you about us? Why is that 

significant? 
3. What call to action or commands are mentioned? 
4. What is the main point? Summarize the meaning of this 

passage in your own words. 
5. What kind of person is this passage calling you to be? 

a. How do you fall short? 
b. How is Jesus your ultimate example? 

6. What sin has this passage exposed in your life? 
a. What specific command(s) are challenging to follow? 
b. How is Jesus your ultimate solution to this sin? 

7. What grace is being offered in this passage? 
8. How does this grace motivate/enable you to apply what is 

being stressed? 

REFLECT 
1. Which truth from this passage is the most important to you 

today? 
2. What practical way will you apply this truth to your life? 
3. Who do you need to forgive or seek forgiveness from? 
4. Who do you need to encourage, thank, or serve this week? 

 
 


