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Main Point: God’s love is so great that he calls us his 
children. 
 
Key Scripture: 1 John 3:1 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God. 
 
The Problem: Sometimes we don’t always know our 
identity as a child of God. Other times, even though we 
realize our connection to God trough Christ, we don’t 
always act as a child of God. 
 
The Good News: God’s grace in Christ assures of whose 
we are as his own and empowers us to live our lives as 
children of our Heavenly Father. 
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Digging Deeper (April 14/15, 2018) 
Children, Not Orphans 

1 John 3:1-10 
 

1. OPEN 
A. Can you think of a time when you were proud to be 

a son or daughter of your parents? 
B. Did you know anyone who was adopted? Were they 

treated any differently? 
 

2. DIG 
A. In verse 1, what seems to be the defining nature of 

God’s love for us? 
B. According to John 1:12, how does one become a 

child of God? 
C. Verse 2 says that we don’t quite completely know 

what we will become when Jesus comes again. 
What does the Apostle Paul say about that in 1 
Corinthians 13:12? 

D. Verse 2 says, “We shall be like him (Jesus).” What do 
we know about Jesus in his post resurrection sate? 

E. As children of God in Christ, verse 6 reminds us that 
we do not keep on sinning. The original language 
suggests an action of continuing in well-known 
patterns of sin. This can be a problem for us! Even 
though we know something is wrong, we keep 
doing it. What hope do we find for this problem in 
verse 3? 

F. According to verse 7, where does our pattern of 
righteousness come from? 

 
3. REFLECT 

A. Read 1 John 3:1 again carefully. What comfort you 
see for yourself? For those who are around you? 

B. Jesus had a special place in his heart for children. 
(See Mark 10:13-16.) What do you think Jesus meant 
in calling us his children that we should then receive 
the kingdom of God like a child?  

 
 


