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Main Point: Just as our crucified and resurrected Lord 
Jesus Christ comforted Mary, as she faced the enemy of 
death, so our Lord comes to us with the assurance of his 
victory, giving us life with him today and forever. 
 
Key Scripture: John 20:15-18 
… “Woman,” he (Jesus) said, “Why are you crying? Who is it 
you are looking for?” …Jesus said to her, “Mary.” …Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have 
seen the Lord!” 
 
For Us Today: Like Mary, the resurrected Lord Jesus knows 
you and calls your name. Can you say along with Mary, “I 
have seen the Lord?” In Christ, we celebrate life, not death! 
 
Notes: 
 
  
  
  



Digging Deeper (March 31/April 1, 2018) 
Easter Weekend: “Life, Not Death”  

John 20:1-18 
 
OPEN 

1. Can you recall the first time that the reality of death really 
hit you hard? 

2. Funerals can be really tough! What is the most difficult 
funeral you have attended? 

  
DIG 

1. In the Gospel of John, Mary Magdalene is the first to go 
to the tomb in the dark. Why is Mary so compelled to 
visit the tomb so early? What had Jesus done for her? 
(See Luke 8:2.) 

2. The same question is asked of Mary twice in v. 13 by the 
angels and in v. 15 by the Lord Jesus. Describe the 
emotion that you see here in these verses. Why are tears 
appropriate even for those who believe in Jesus? (See 
John 11:35.) 

3. Look at v. 15. Why do you think Mary failed to recognize 
the risen Christ? 

4. What one word turned Mary and her emotions 
completely around (v.16)? Why would that one word 
change things for Mary? 

5. Mary must have grabbed ahold of Jesus once she 
recognized him. What does he tell her to do in v. 17? Why 
do you think he asks this of her? 

6. Rather than holding on, what does Jesus tell Mary to do 
in v. 17? 

7. What was Mary’s response in v. 18? 
  
REFLECT  

1. Why is the resurrection of Christ so important to you as a 
Christian? (See 1 Corinthians 15:12-18.) 

2. What comfort do you receive when you know that Jesus 
knows your name, just like he knew Mary’s? 

3. Mary did not keep her “comfort” to herself. Read 2 
Corinthians 1:3-7. What reason does scripture give here 
for our comfort?   


