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Main Point: 
God blesses us to persevere during trials and even in the 
midst of sin in us and around us. 
 
The Problem: 
Our own evil desires drag us away from God and his ways 
giving birth to sin and death. 
 
The Good News: 
The good and perfect gift of God is his Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gives us new life through the word of truth so that we 
persevere in true faith and “never give in.” 
 
Notes: 
 
 
  



Digging Deeper (February 17/18) 
Overflowing Grace: Persevere 

James 1:12-18 
 
I. OPEN 

A. This past week we experienced another tragedy, the school 
shootings in Florida. So sad! What do you think the root cause is 
of something like this? 

B. Have you ever given up on something for which you later 
regretted? 

 
II. DIG 

A. James 1:12 sets the theme for this week’s message. Who is 
blessed? What has this person done to be blessed? And what is 
the reward? 

B. Read James 1:13-15. Whose is responsible for temptation? Also 
read Romans 14:12. 

C. Do you see any irony in v. 15? Normally life is the result of birth, 
but what happens in this verse as a result of sinful desire? How 
does Proverbs 14:12 add to this thought? 

D. Satan is given the title, “The Father of all lies” by Jesus on John 
8:44. In that regard we are always on the verge of being 
“deceived.” (v.16) What is the biggest deception placed upon us by 
the evil one? 

E. V. 17 is a key verse. We often think the good things we have are 
because we have worked for them or earned them. What do you 
see in this verse? 

F. Our good and perfect gifts come from the “Father of the heavenly 
lights.” I am reminded right away of Genesis 1:3. As God our 
Father, not only did God make us, but he gave us THE perfect gift 
of his Son to be our Savior. How does Jesus bridge this light 
theme in John 8:12? 

G. In spite of our sin, the good and perfect gift of our salvation gives 
us hope and strength to persevere. In v. 18 we are reminded that 
“He chose to give us birth through the word of truth…” The new 
life that we have in Christ is connected with God’s Word of truth. 
The perseverance that we need to never give in to our evil desires 
or to the temptations of Satan comes to us through God’s Word 
of truth. 

 
III.  REFLECT 

A. How do you think a person knows when he/she is being enticed 
by their own desires? 

B. What would help you to better persevere in God’s ways in your 
daily life? How is God’s word a key for you to fight off temptation 
and to keep going strong I your life with God and others? 


