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At Epiphany, God called foreign leaders to set aside adherence 
to earthly kings and worship Jesus.  
 
God called people who were separated in every earthly way and 
he still does. God calls those separated by sin to be forgiven in 
Jesus.  
 
The ways God works are surprising and fill us with joy because 
God includes us! 
 
Notes: 
 
 
	 	



Matthew 2:1-12  
Inclusive 
Jan 6/7 (Epiphany)  
Digging Deeper 
 
God constantly surprises his people. The 
long-foretold Messiah is laid in a manger 
at birth. He is heralded by angels – to shepherds in their fields. Then, 
the one who will be King of the Jews is worshiped and adored by 
Magi from a foreign land! What are they doing worshiping Jesus? God 
has called them to bear witness to Jesus, the Savior of the world.  
 
Read Matthew 2:1-12. Who does and who doesn’t worship the 
Messiah Jesus? What is the result of meeting Jesus? How do the Magi 
react?  
 
Salvation of sinners is always a surprise. Thankfully, God will include 
far more people than we would think. We learn from the inclusion of 
the Magi that Jesus is the Savior of Jews and Gentiles.  
 
Read Ephesians 2:12-13. What is the state of those who are apart from 
Jesus? What does Jesus change (and how)?  
 
Read Ephesians 3:1-6. What is Paul’s unique calling? What is the 
“mystery” of Christ? Why is Gentile inclusion so important? What binds 
all believers together?  
 
It is possible for Christians to develop a similar attitude of exclusion as 
that of Herod and the Israelites of old. Christians can act as if the 
promise of salvation is only for those inside the church. How have you 
seen this happen?  
 
There is a remedy – immersing ourselves in the Bible to remember 
what God has done. Read John 3:16-17. Or, Luke 19:10 when Jesus 
tells Zacchaeus that “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” Or 1 Timothy 2:4, “wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.” 
 
God’s plan will result in a glorious celebration in Paradise, when there 
will be “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb” (Revelation 7:9).  
 


