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Key Passage: Zephaniah 3:14, 17 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem… The Lord God is with you, he is mighty to 
save… He will rejoice over you with singing. 
 
Main Point: The prophet Zephaniah’s vision at the end of 
his book introduces us to Advent joy. This is not joy 
without sorrow, but joy based on the One who comes to 
us in the midst of our sorrow. 
 
The Challenge: The world has caused us to think and 
believe that true joy is something that we must pursue and 
is the absence of problems or suffering. As a result, many 
come to believe that true joy will always be elusive and 
hard to find. 
 
The Good News! Christ came and comes to us today to be 
fully present, even in the midst of our challenges. In him, 
we find true joy! 
 
Notes: 
	 	



Digging Deeper (December 16/17, 2017) 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 
1. OPEN 

A. What would you point to as the happiest time of your 
life? Why? 

B. Do you think most people are happy today? 
 
2. DIG 

A. The Prophet Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of 
King Josiah in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. His 
preaching may have contributed to Josiah’s reforms 
which took place in 621 B.C. 

B. Throughout Zephaniah there is a pattern of rebellion, 
restoration, and rejoicing. Into which cycle does our 
text fall? 

C. It appears here that true joy can co-exist with suffering 
and disappointment. How can this be? Look at verses 
15-20. What truths are proclaimed to help us 
understand that true joy is not based on our situations, 
but upon God’s promises? 

D. How is verse 15 a Messianic prophecy fulfilled in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

E. Check out the similarities of verse 20 with Isaiah 40:11. 
How are these verses confirmed by Jesus in John 
10:27,28? 

F. See Paul’s words in Philippians 4:4-6. How could the 
Apostle rejoice even thought he was in prison and 
suffering physical difficulties? 

 
3. REFLECT 

A. This weekend we lit the pink candle of joy. What would 
it take for you to demonstrate more joy in your faith 
and life? 

B. What clues do we see in Hebrews 12:2,3 concerning joy 
in our lives? 

	


