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Key Text:  
Philippians 4:14 – …it was good of you to share in my 
troubles. 
 
Goal: Wherever you are, be Jesus—especially to those who 
are in need. 
 
Challenge: Although we may have good intentions, we 
oftentimes choose to not get involved in meeting the 
needs of others. 
 
Lesson: The Apostle Paul learned to be content in any and 
every situation in life because he himself had experienced 
firsthand the love of God made evident to him (1) in and 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as well 
as (2) in and through the generous, caring support of God’s 
people. 
 
Notes: 
 
	 	



Digging Deeper (October 14/15, 2017) 
Put It Into Practice 

OPEN:	
What was a difficult moment that you have faced in your life 
where someone stepped in and made a difference for you? 

DIG:	Read	Philippians	4:4-14.	
1. What were the circumstances that first brought Paul and 

the people of Philippi together? (Acts 16:6-12) 
2. What kind of care did the Apostle Paul receive from fellow 

Christians while in Philippi? (Acts 16:13-15,25-34) 
3. After leaving Philippi (and the region of Macedonia), in what 

way did the Christians in Philippi continue to care for Paul? 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-4; Philippians 4:15-16) 

4. Was the caring support of the Christians in Philippi limited 
only to Paul? (Romans 15:26) 

5. What is most significant about the circumstances of the 
Christians in Philippi as they continued their care and 
support for Paul and others? (2 Corinthians 8:2-3) 

6. Along with financial support, in what other very personal 
way did the Philippians provide support and 
encouragement to Paul? (Philippians 4:18; 2:25) 

7. What commendation does the Apostle Paul give to the 
Christians in Philippi? (Philippians 4:14) 

8. In what way(s) did the Apostle Paul benefit from the support 
of the Christians in Philippi? (Philippians 4:12-13) 

9. Given the manner in which God had provided for him 
through the Christians in Philippi, with what assurances was 
Paul able to provide them? (Philippians 4:4-7,19) 

REFLECT	
1. When it comes to caring for the needs of others, in what 

ways do the Christians in Philippi serve as a role model for 
us as a congregation? …as individual disciples? …as a 
family/small group? 

2. Who benefits when we care for others? 
3. In what ways were the Christians in Philippi “Jesus” to Paul? 
4. In what ways was Paul “Jesus” to the Christians in Philippi? 
5. In what ways can you be “Jesus” to those around you? …at 

your church? …at work/school? …in the world? 


