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Main Focus: God isn’t finished with us yet. As Christ’s own 
dear people, we are in process, being built up toward 
maturity in him, becoming more and more like Jesus. 
 
Our Challenge: When becoming more like Christ, our past 
achievements and failures can hold us back from “pressing 
on.” We hold on so tightly to the things of this world that our 
focus upon Christ is blurred. 
 
Key verses: Philippians 3:10-14 – “I want to know Christ… 
becoming like him… Not that I have already attained all this, 
or have been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
 
The Good News: God’s grace in Christ enables us to know 
and live in the power of his resurrection as “his own,” so that 
we press on toward the goal of becoming more like Jesus. 
 
Notes: 
 
	 	



Digging Deeper (October 7/8, 2017) 
“Becoming Like Him,” Philippians 3:4b-14  

 
I. OPEN 

A. Who did you want to be like when you were young? 
B. If you had to brag about one thing you can do better than 

most, what would it be? 
 

II. DIG 
A. If anyone had a reason to boast, it was Saul, who later 

became the Apostle Paul. Look at his pedigree in vs. 4-6. 
What stands out to you as something for which he would 
especially be proud? 

B. In verse 8 how do all of his accomplishments compare to 
his living relationship with Christ? What did he consider to 
be his “profit?” And what became his “loss?” 

C. In verse 9, what do we see as the assurance of having a 
right relationship with God? 

D. Verse 10 tells us Paul’s passion. What did he most want to 
do? 

E. “Becoming like him” in verse 10 is a goal for Paul. Towards 
the end of his life, did Paul achieve that goal? See vs. 12,13.    

F. In vs. 13,14, what two things are mentioned as keys to 
pressing on toward the goal of being like Christ? 

G. What is the final prize mentioned as the goal of our lives in 
union with Christ? 

 
III. REFLECT 

A. As a disciple of Jesus Christ, we want to be more and more 
like him. What would it take for you to be more like Jesus in 
the way that you think? In the way that you speak? In the 
way that you treat others? 

B. Is it easy for you to be involved in “forgetting what lies 
behind,” (verse 13) or do you tend to remember the past all 
too well? Which holds you back more – your past 
successes or your past failures? 

Isn’t it comforting to know that as we “press on” toward the goal of 
becoming more like Christ, that we don’t have to conjure up our 
own power? Where does the power come from? (verse 10) How 
can you get more of that power?	


