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Main Point: Christ’s interaction with a Canaanite woman who 
has a demon-possessed daughter is an opportunity for our 
Lord to teach us about the all-encompassing nature of God’s 
grace. The truth is, while we are all different in our own way, 
God still loves and forgives us through Christ. 
 
The Problem: Sinful human nature develops circles or walls 
that shut people out of our lives. 
 
The Solution: As Jesus Christ loves us and gave his life for us, 
so we are opened up for a greater love for others.  
 
Notes: 
 
 
	 	



Digging Deeper (August 19/20, 2017) 
“Greater: Jesus the Lord” 

 
1. OPEN 

• Have you ever been “left out?” How did it make you feel? 
• When you were younger, were you part of the “in” group? Why or 

why not? 
 

2. DIG 
• Jesus and his disciples travel outside of their familiar areas to the 

region of Tyre and Sidon. They come across a Canaanite woman 
who approaches Jesus for help. What strikes would she have against 
her in getting a hearing from Jesus, Rabbi? Look at the titles she 
uses to address Jesus. And what is the problem with her daughter? 

• Look at verse 23. What is Jesus’ response? How do the disciples 
seem to “pile on?” 

• To whom do you think Jesus is speaking in verse 24?  
• This incident is a test for both the disciples and the Canaanite 

woman. For the disciples the question becomes, “Should Jesus help 
this poor lady or not?” Their culture and experience would say “no!” 
The test for the woman revolves around her faith. Does she trust 
Jesus enough to persevere? 

• Why might our Lords’ words in verse 26 be discouraging for the 
woman? 

• The woman’s response in verse 27 demonstrates faith and wit. While 
she might be considered a gentile “dog,” she knew that the Lord 
Jesus had enough grace in his heart to give her what she needed. 

• How do the disciples pass their test? What do you think they learned 
through this encounter with the woman? 

• What about the woman; what does Jesus say about her faith? Why is 
it rather amazing that the Lord gives one of his greatest 
compliments to a believing gentile woman? And what does this say 
about the all-encompassing nature of the grace of God? 

 
3. REFLECT 

• How does this story challenge you in the way you think about or 
treat those who are different than you? 

• Reflect upon this little poem by Edwin Markam;  
“He drew a circle that shut me out, rebel, heretic, a thing to flout; 

But love and I had the wit to win: We drew a circle that shut him in.”	


