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Being with Jesus changes a disciples’ view of following 
God or following men. Seeing the wonderful things that 
Jesus has done to redeem us, enables us to judge 
correctly where true authority lies based on the evidence 
of what has been seen and heard.  
 
God has established earthly authority, called “The Left 
Hand Kingdom of Power,” for good order. God rules over 
his followers in the forgiveness earned by Jesus. This is 
called, “The Right Hand Kingdom of Grace.” As Christians, 
we are citizens of both Kingdoms now and know that our 
ultimate home is in the paradise of God.  
 
My thoughts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want more? Read and reflect on Romans 13.  
 
 
 
	 	



Digging Deeper (July 22/23, 2017) 
Reformation Truths for Today: A Double Citizen 

Act 4:12-22; Rom 13:1-10; Mat 22:15-22 
 
Let’s dig into the theology of the Two Kingdoms. The Kingdom 
of the Left Hand is governing order. It is not a prescribed type of 
government. It is any government that enacts order and justice 
on the earth. It is a gift of God to preserve human beings in the 
light of their broken interpersonal relationships.  
 
The Kingdom of the Right Hand is the church. “In this Christian 
church, God daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of 
all believers” (Small Catechism, Explanation of the Third Article 
of the Creed). While there are many things that are not the 
responsibility of the church, this is the proper function and role 
of the church.   
 
Each Kingdom serves a distinct function. As our church 
Confessions state, “The gospel does not make laws concerning 
the civil realm, but is instead the forgiveness of sins and the 
beginning of eternal life in the hearts of believers” (Apology of 
the Augsburg Confession, XVI: Political Order).  
 
The Kingdom of the Left: Governing order and authority.  
Romans 13:1-7 
 + Where is earthly authority derived?  
 + What is the purpose of that authority?  
 + Should the government show “love?” 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 + What is the outcome of good governance?  
 
What happens when the governing authorities are evil?  
John 19:4-16 
 + Was the punishment against Jesus justified?  
 + How does Jesus react to Pilate?  
 + What does this mean for us?  
 
Acts 5:27-32 



+ When is it appropriate to act against the governing 
authorities?  

The Kingdom of the Right: Forgiveness and the church. 
Matthew 16:15-19 
 + What is the role of the church?  
 + What do the “Keys” open?  
 
Acts 4:12 
 + What is the unique message of the church?  
 
Ephesians 1:18-23 
 + What is the church?  
 + What is the power the Jesus has?  
 + Why is this Good News?  
 
God gives both Kingdoms and provides for us through them. 
Finish with Colossians 1:15-20 to see God’s purpose in all of this 
– our reconciliation through Jesus! 
 
 
 
	


