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Main Point: Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, courageously proclaims the risen Christ in word and 
deed. As a result, he is dragged out of the city and stoned. 
Before Stephen dies, he sees a vision of Jesus welcoming 
him into heaven and cries out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” Stephan demonstrates heroic faith to live 
and die for the risen Christ. God’s grace enables us to also 
live and die with the same heroic faith. 
 
Notes: 
  



Digging Deeper (May 13/14, 2017) 
Acts 6,7 “Stephen: Hero of Faith” 

 
1. OPEN 

• Who was your favorite childhood hero? 
• On this Mother’s Day Weekend, share a story about 

your mother that highlights her faith. 
 
2. DIG 

• What problem arose in the early church? See 6:1. 
How was it solved? What were the qualifications of 
these chosen to help? In verse 7 what was the result 
of this solution? 

• In verse 8 we read about Stephen, one of those 
chosen to assist. What else to see find out about 
him in this verse? 

• Why couldn’t the opposition stand up against 
Stephen? See verse 10 

• What did the opposition do according to verse 13? 
• For 52 verses of chapter 7, Stephen rehearses the 

history of God’s dealings with his people. Verse 51 
was difficult for the Jewish leaders to hear. Why? 

• What is the result? See verses 54-58. 
• While being attacked, who does Stephen keep his 

focus upon? See verse 55. 
• How do Stephen’s words in verse 60 mirror the 

words of Jesus on the cross? 
• Verse 60 reminds us who is also there at the 

stoning. Why is this important? 
 
3. REFLECT 

• Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was a hero of the 
faith. Can you name some other heroes of faith in 
your life? 

• What kinds of things would you like to emulate from 
Stephen’s for your own life? 


