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“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 ( NIV) 

 

To know Andre was to love him. Anthony Andre Ferguson was born July 10, 1981, the only child of his 

beloved mother, Carol Sampson. Andre attended public schools in Philadelphia and Abington and 

obtained his General Educational Development certificate in 2005. Andre continued his studies taking 

several colleges courses. Andre’s tenacious entrepreneurial spirit led him to additional studies that 

enhanced his numerous business interests. 

 

As a young child, Andre admired his grandfather Jutson Sampson who owned a well-known 

barbershop, “Sampson’s Barbershop.” As Grandpop’s helper, Andre diligently swept the barbershop 

floors and completed any needed chore. Customers grew to love Andre. It was common to see Mr. 

Sampson, Uncle Steve, and Andre warmly greeting customers. Always creative, Andre studied the 

trombone, following the example set by his uncle, Steven Sampson, a professional trombonist. He 

learned from the barbershop and his musical studies to be professional, to be timely and to be an 

excellent listener. He also learned that everyone is important and to be valued.  

 

As Andre matured, it was obvious that he had a gift with people and especially children. At the age of 

19, he became the afterschool director of the Abington YMCA. Known as “Mr. Andre”, he was well-

loved and respected by the children and staff. As the afterschool director, he introduced opportunities to 

the YMCA because he was a gifted grant writer and communicator. Because of his success at the 

Abington YMCA, he was offered positions with the YMCA in both Germantown and Boston. 

 

Andre’s passion for business and his strong work ethic began at an early age. At the age of 11 years old, 

unknown people began calling the house and when his mother inquired, Andre told her that he had a 

snow removal business. At the time, he had printed his name and phone number on 3 x 5 cards offering 

to clean snow off cars for $5 each - that was his first business.   

 

The second business was Painting and Stuff. He employed his younger cousin, John, and a friend, Joe, 

and the three of them did interior painting along with simple plumbing and electrical jobs. 

 

Andre’s third business was Delaware Valley DJs. He was most proud of this company. He employed 5 

persons and was able to provide health insurance for his employees. His biggest client was Wharton 

School of Business. 
 

In 2014, Andre moved to Phoenix and further blossomed as a businessman. After working for Hertz, 

Andre became a branch manager for LAFitness and later a top selling salesperson for GoDaddy, 

specializing in website development. Always an entrepreneur and a true Renaissance man at heart, 

Andre left GoDaddy and began his fourth business, Tempe Websites, wherein he created business 

webpages. Andre’s fifth business was ShirtPad.com and his sixth business was Arizona Wedding DJs. 

Andre was highly complimented for his professionalism resulting in referrals and repeat customers who 

enjoyed his talent, warmth, and skills. Andre’s businesses touched so many lives. Many proudly wear 

an “Andre creation” and don his often- humorous T-shirts and admire and proudly own his engraved 

pieces of art. 
 

Andre’s fourth, fifth, and sixth business were begun as his eyesight was diminishing. Nevertheless, he 

got up each morning and went to his office, working hard and always giving his best. He took pride in 



his work and was a true entrepreneur. God honored Andre’s goal 

of wanting to own 3 businesses by the age of 40.  
 

On October 27, 2009, Andre’s heart was forever changed with the 

birth of his daughter Olivia, the apple of his eye. He often shared 

stories of Liv’s accomplishments. It was common to hear Andre 

saying, “Liv would love that.”  He tried to ensure she had very 

special, meaningful gifts particularly for her birthday and 

Christmas. Andre loved hearing about her days at school and 

anything and everything that was important to her. Liv was his 

heart. Andre always strived to make a better life for her. Although 

Andre’s sight was failing him in recent years, in April 2021, he 

was able to travel from Phoenix to Pennsylvania to watch Liv play 

in a lacrosse tournament. He proudly posted pictures of the two of 

them as they enjoyed that very special time. 

 

To know Andre was to also know his cherished mother, Carol. 

Theirs was a unique, inseparable bond. He absolutely adored 

Carol and loved and admired her loving, calm character and inner 

strength. If you were a friend of Andre’s, he ensured that you also 

knew his mother, Carol. It was customary that through phone calls, they would check on each other 

several times daily. Many moments of laughter, joy, life observations, the sharing of faith as well as 

business discussions occurred during those cherished phone calls.  

 

Proverbs 18:24 epitomizes the spirit of Anthony Andre Ferguson.  

 

“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer 

than a brother.” (NKJV) 

 

Andre had a host of family and friends. Andre was known by his effervescent and upbeat personality 

and his winning smile. Known to everyone as the perennial extrovert, he had the innate ability and the 

personality to be loved immediately by all that had the fortune of knowing him. He had a special gift of 

making everyone who was in his space feel welcomed. Many of Andre’s friends have expressed that 

Andre was his/her best friend. Andre brought joy and laughter and sincere love, appreciation, and 

respect to all he met. He frequently gave the sound advice when a friend was “upset” to think and ask if 

the situation was “worth the paperwork”. It was said often that Andre never, ever met a stranger 

because upon meeting him, he instantly became a good friend. 

 

 

Indeed, Andre had many friends; however, he had a 

special young friend, Eliaz Otero. Andre quizzed 

Eliaz on math problems and helped him build his 

first model cars. When his parents told Eliaz that 

Andre passed, Eliaz said, “It’s ok, I’ll see him 

again.” His parents then said, “You don’t 

understand, you won’t see him again.” Eliaz then 

said “Yes, I will, I’ll see him when I get to heaven.” 

 



Andre took seriously his faith. Andre accepted Christ and was baptized at 7 years old at Corinthians 

Baptist Church of Germantown. Along with his mother, he joined New Covenant Church of 

Philadelphia at the age of 9 years old. During his time at New Covenant, Andre served in the Nursery 

ministry under the leadership of Jackie Whitehead. He later joined the Audio/Visual Ministry and 

served for many years under the leadership of Minister Asala Bobb. Andre’s walk demonstrated his 

love of Christ. In 2014, he joined First Baptist Church of Wayne, PA. When he moved to Phoenix, he 

continued his membership and faithfully streamed the worship services of First Baptist. It was not 

uncommon for Andre to contact Pastor Grove and send a word of thanks for the encouraging sermons. 

 

Andre loved Olivia, Carol, his family, his friends, and his life. In celebrating his 40th birthday, he 

skydived for the first time with his dear friend Beth Young. He shared that skydiving was something he 

always wanted to do and encouraged all to embrace life and be grateful of the gift of each day. 

 

As a father, son, family member, friend, neighbor, and businessman, Andre embodied Matthew 7:12,  

 

“So in everything do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 

Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 7:12 (NIV)                

 

His mother Carol joyfully reflects that, Olivia Rose, out of everyone, your Dad loved you the most. He 

was so proud of your accomplishments and loved seeing you play lacrosse this past Spring. He 

especially loved hearing that you said, “Sometimes you have to take one for the team” and when he 

heard that you were the “Foul Queen” in lacrosse and basketball, that told him that you understood the 

strategy of the sports. He always looked forward to talking to you about Circut crafting. 

 

Andre and Olivia 

 
 

 

I chose the song “Sovereign” because the song says, 

“God can do whatever He wants to do, however He 

wants to do, when He wants to because He is 

Sovereign, God is God.”  To put it another way, do 

you remember pestering your parent about something 

and they finally said, “BECAUSE I SAID SO” and 

once that was said you had better not say another 

word. Well, the Lord called my son, Andre, home 

because He said so and we all have to accept that 

fact. We will all see Andre again if we accept Jesus 

Christ as our Lord and Savior.  
 

 

Andre is survived by his loving daughter, Olivia 

Ferguson, his cherished mother, Carol Sampson, his 

uncles Jutson “Buddy” Sampson, Steven Sampson 

(Daisy), and Gregory Sampson (Ingrid); a host of 

great aunts and great uncles, cousins, and many, 

many people who call Andre a friend. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Musical Prelude 

 

Processional of Clergy and Family 

 

Period of Visitation 

 

 

 

Opening Prayer …………………………………………………….  Rev. Andrew Grannum 

New Covenant Church 

 

Congregational Hymn  …………………..…………………    “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand” 

 

 

Scriptures 

Old Testament …………………………………………………………….    Jeremiah 29:11 

Pastor Bob Oliver 

Executive Pastor, New Covenant Church of Philadelphia 

 

New Testament ……………………………………………………………    Philippians 4:6-7  

Pastor Bob Oliver 

Executive Pastor, New Covenant Church of Philadelphia 

 

Prayer of Comfort …………………………………………………………..   Pastor Bob Oliver 

Executive Pastor, New Covenant Church of Philadelphia 

 

Ministry in Song ……………………………………………… …………        “He Knows My Name” 

Lovey Rowe 

 

Acknowledgements, Condolences, and Resolutions …………………………………………………. 

Rev. Jacqueline Rowser, M.Div. 

 

Video Presentation 

 

Obituary  ………………………………………………………    Rev. Jacqueline Rowser, M.Div. 

 

Ministry in Song ………………………………………………………………………….  “Sovereign”  

Daniel Edward Sampson 

 

Remarks  ……………………………………………………………         Bishop C. Milton Grannum 

Ed.D., D.Min., Ph.D. 

Founding Pastor of New Covenant Church of Philadelphia 

 

 

 

 



Eulogy ………………………………………………………        Pastor Rashad D. Grove MDiv, MA 

First Baptist Church of Wayne, PA 

 

Benediction………………………………………………………...Pastor Rashad D. Grove MDiv, MA 

First Baptist Church of Wayne, PA  

 

Recessional Song ……………………………………………………………………….  “Selah” 

 

PALLBEARERS 

    Matthew Sampson              John Brown 

    Keven Cotton          Thomas LeRon Brown 

    Chris Jones           Adonis Banegas 
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The family of Anthony Andre Ferguson wishes to acknowledge and extend our 
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comforting words, and visits during our bereavement. We would like to express a 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO: 

 

G. Choice Funeral Chapel, Inc. 

2530 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19132 

215-227-0100 

 

 

INTERMENT 

 

Chelten Hills Cemetery 

1701 Washington Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19138  
 

 

REPAST 

 

New Covenant Baptist Church of Philadelphia 

7500 Germantown Ave 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 


