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In Loving Memory of
Mother Ida Geraldine Pendergrass, a native of Kingstree, South Carolina, was born on 
Sunday, May 5, 1918, to Clarence and Ida Epps. Ida was the fifth child in this union of eight siblings, 
including James, Erlethia, Ila, Elouise, Ida, Wilmont, Neveland, and Clarissa. They all have preceded 
her in death. On Wednesday, July 20, 2022, while Ida Geraldine Pendergrass peacefully slept, God in 
his infinite wisdom sent His angel to take her home, entering the realm of eternal life at the blessed 
age of 104.

At the age of three, Ida went to live with her paternal grandparents, Virginia and David Epps, who 
raised her. Her early education was at the Cane Branch Elementary School. Ida’s grandmother cared, 
taught, and loved her dearly. After the passing of her grandmother, Ida returned to live with her 
siblings and attended Thomlinson High School.

Ida and her family attended Siloam Baptist Church in South Carolina. It was while attending 
Macedonia Pentecostal Church in 1934 that Ida received Jesus as her Lord and Savior. Also, during 
this time, the hardship of picking cotton and sugar cane became harder to bear; but she said “God 
saw me through.”

In 1936, Ida married Jessie T. Pendergrass in South Carolina. Ida and Jessie conceived a son, Theodore 
DeResse Pendergrass and moved to Philadelphia. Before Theodore was born, Ida’s husband left. Ida 
became a single mother to love her child and to depend on God to see her through. Theodore was 
born on Sunday, March 26, 1950. During this time, Ida attended and became a member of Glad Tidings 
Tabernacle Church of God, in the heart of North Philadelphia. She would later hold the position of 
Sunday School Teacher and Church Secretary.

Ida began working for Sciolla’s Supper Club as a kitchen assistant. Sciolla’s was the nightclub where 
famous celebrities would perform. At a young age, Ted would accompany his mother to work where 
he would go on stage and play the drums. The exposure and opportunity Ida gave her son later 
opened the door to Ted’s musical career. 

Ida later became a member of First Pentecostal Tabernacle Church, located in Philadelphia under 
the leadership of Elder Dorothy Hunter. In 1960, Ida was anointed and appointed/ordained Church 
Mother. Ida, better known as Mother Ida, was very active in church ministry.

In 1969, Teddy became the drummer for Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes and in 1970 was asked to 
be the lead singer for the group. He later began his solo career soon after. Ida was always supportive 
of her son, attending his shows and award ceremonies, always front row, center seat. She was always 
excited when he was coming home for it was her delight to prepare meals for him and the group, 
making her famous buttermilk biscuits, fried chicken, sweet potato pie, and raisin bread. 

Teddy was faced with a critical car accident that left him paralyzed from the waist down. Again, Ida 
knew only God could see her through the crisis she had to embrace. After close to a year of physical 
therapy, counseling, much prayer, Ida’s endless love, and the support of family, doctors, and friends, 
Teddy was back on the path to continued success. Teddy married long-time girlfriend, Karen Still, 
which gave Ida the daughter she always wanted. Ida and Karen’s relationship was inseparable. She 
took great pleasure in helping Teddy and Karen host many family gatherings, birthday and Christmas 
celebrations. Ida’s family flourished through Teddy, who blessed her with beautiful and cherished 
grandchildren. She was proud to be a great grandmother and enjoyed being in their presence and 
she adored her great-great grandson. 

On October 8, 2000, in Union, New Jersey, Delene Productions and Company gave its 2nd Annual 
Honoree Awards Dinner and presented Mother of The Year Award to Ida Pendergrass, known as 
caregiver to children and the elderly and mother to many. At the ceremony, Ida stated, “I’ve come a 
long way, and still have a long way to go, but through it all God has and will take me through!” She has 
received many honoree awards during her life.



Ida has established many relationships in her lifetime and again given the opportunity to embrace 
with open arms celebrities such as Pattie LaBelle, Stephanie Mills, who she adores, and Bishop 
Jeremiah Cummings of Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes. Mother Ida was a member of Mount Calvary 
Family Worship Center, formerly known as Mount Calvary Holy Church of America, Inc., in West 
Philadelphia; where Bishop Brumfield Johnson is the founder; Bishop Alfred Owens, the presiding 
Bishop, and Pastor Sharon Smith, Overseer. A member for 48 years; Mother Ida has attended Sunday 
School, Tuesday night Bible Study, and Intercessory Prayer. She served many years cleaning the 
church, serving in the kitchen, singing on the choir, and under the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
prepared setting up Holy Communion. 

One of Mother Ida’s most beloved roles was that of president of Pastor’s Aide, holding the position 
for 26 years. Throughout the years, Mother Ida held fundraisers, baking cakes, pies, bread pudding, 
and specialty cupcakes. President Emeritus of Pastor’s Aide. Mother Ida’s spirit of dedication, care, 
and kindness continues to resonate. 

Ida enjoys reading, especially the Bible, writing 
poems and letters, and sewing. Her favorite songs 
are “He Touched Me” and made me whole; and Who’s 
on The Lord’s Side. She is well known for her famous 
sayings, such as, “love you more” and “to God be the 
glory and hallelujah in the sanctuary.”

In June 2009, Ida’s son became ill, and after long 
suffering went home to be with the Lord on January 13, 
2010, joining her mother, father, and all her siblings.
 
Ida leaves to cherish precious memories Persephone 
Dent, who was a niece, sister and best friend, 
Patricia Woods, faithful niece, Karen Pendergrass, 
loving daughter; Sherry Moore, devoted niece and 
caregiver whom she had a mother-daughter bond 
and lived with her during her last days; Pastor 
Sharon Smith, loyal and steadfast spiritual daughter, 
and Bishop Jeremiah Cummings with whom she had 
a mother-son connection. Loving grandchildren, 
Joyce Candelario, Tishia Burnett (Cedric), Ladonna 
Pendergrass, Theodore Pendergrass Jr. (Felicia), Keya 
Neal. Great grandchildren whom she adored, Edwin 
Candelario, Antonio Candelario, Montarius Drane, 
Desaray Drane, Theodore Pendergrass lll, Alaynna 
Pendergrass, and Alexia Pendergrass. Precious great 
great grandson, Antonio Candelario II. Two God 
Daughters, Ethel Woolfolk and Karen Pratt who she 
greatly admired. Ruth Curtis who was her dearest 
friend.

Aunt Ida had a special love connection with her nieces 
and nephews, Jean, Gurney, PeeWee, David, Adrian, 
Sharon, Pete, George, Alberta, Peaches, Michael, Sue, 
Leslie, and Ron, who truly was a blessing to her. Mom 
also had two special angels, Alice and Stephanie. 
As well as a host of loving niece, nephews, cousins, 
relatives, church family and friends.

She had a profound impact and love for her family 
and friends; she not only was a mother to one but was 
a mother to many.

Sorrowfully Submitted,
The Family





Order of Service
Musical Prelude ............................................................ Minister Richard White, Jr. & Praise and Worship Team

Procession ......................................................Reverend Marshall Paul Hughes Mitchell with Clergy and Family

Sealing of the Bier  ...........................................................................................................................................Family

Opening Sentences ................... Reverend Marshall Paul Hughes Mitchell and Pastor Sharon Smith, Officiant

Hymn of Praise ..................................................................................................................“It Is Well With My Soul”

Old Testament ........................................................................................................... Psalm 23 Elder Carol Johnson

New Testament  ............................................................................................... John 14:1-6 Evangelist Tahmir Cook

Prayer of Comfort ..................................................................................................................... Elder Patricia White

Acknowledgment of Cards and Resolutions ......................................................................................Eydie Burrell 

Selection .................................................................................... “Who’s On the Lord’s Side” Adrian Chico Mosley

Reading of Life Story .............................................................................................................. Elder Michael Nelson

Reflections and Remembrances .............................................................................................Bishop Alfred Owens

Acknowledgment of Cards & Resolutions (Please limit remarks to two minutes) ..................... Pastor Delzora,

Honey Belcher, Dr. Patti Duncan, Dr. Karen Wells, Karen Pendergrass and Theodore Pendergrass, Jr.

Selection ...............................................................................................................................................“Total Praise”

Words of Comfort ....................................................................................................................Bishop Alfred Owens

Benediction ..................................................................................................................................................................

Hymn of Triumph ...................................................................................................... “Every Praise Is To Our God”

Recessional ..................................................................................................................................................................

Interment
Date, July 30, 2022

Westminster Cemetery
701 Belmont Avenue

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Social distancing and masks are required.

Family and Friends are invited to celebrate Repast 
immediately following the Interment at the 

Mt Calvary Family Worship Center 
1438 S. 51st Street 

Philadelphia,PA 19143

“Special Thanks to the Culinary,  
Decorating, Media and Music Ministries.”





Acknowledgements
If you have not heard or if you did, we bid Ida Pendergrass a wonderful 
Coming Home. Her long life and ability to survive and come back from 

life’s tragedies will be an inspiration to us all forever.
Lovingly Submitted, Danny Markus

If flowers grow in heaven, LORD then pick a bunch for me, 
then place them in my grandmothers arms and tell her they’re from 
me. Tell her that I love and miss her and the special letters that she 
used to send to me, and when she turns to smile, place a kiss upon her 
cheek and hold her for a while. Remembering her will be easy I will do 

it everyday, but there’s an ache in my heart that will never go away. 
Love, Your Granddaughter Joyce



Professional Services Entrusted To:
G. Choice Funeral Chapel Inc.

Britni' J. Choice-Cartwright, Supervisor
2530 North Broad Street | Philadelphia, PA 19132 

0: 215-227-0100 F: 215-225-1256 
info@gchoicefc.com | www.gchoicefc.com 

With Love and Profound Gratitude
The family of the late Ida G. Pendergrass wish to express their sincere 
appreciation to our many neighbors and friends. We thank you for all your 
prayers, floral tributes, card, comforting words, encouragement, smiles, 
generous expressions of love that you have shown during this time of 
bereavement. We have been truly blessed and touched by them all. May God 

Forever bless and keep each one of you. 

In honor of Mother’s love for the Lord and her 
Church Family all gifts and donations can be sent to

 
My Calvary Family Worship Center 

1438 S. 51st Street 
Philadelphia PA 19143


