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WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME 

When tomorrow starts without me 

And I’m not here to see 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes 

All filled with tears for me 
 

I wish you wouldn’t cry  

The way you did today 

While thinking of the many things 

We did not get to say 
 

I know how much you love me 

As much as I love you 

Each time that you think of me 

I know you will miss me too 
 

When tomorrow starts without me 

Please try to understand 

That an angel came and called my name 

And took me by the hand 
 

The angel said my place was ready 

In heaven far above 

And that I would have to leave behind 

All those I dearly love 
 

But when I walked through heaven’s gates 

I felt so much at home 

When God looked down and smiled at me  

From his golden throne 
 

He said this is eternity 

And all I promised you 

Today for life on earth is done 

But here it starts anew 
 

I promise no tomorrow  

For today will always last 

And since each day’s the exact same way 

There is no longing for the past 
 

So when tomorrow starts without me 

Do not think we’re apart 

For every time you think of me  

Remember I’m right here in your heart 

      —David M Romano  



How The Legacy Began… 

John W. Dillard, age 92, transitioned from this life Thursday, September 8, 2022, at 

Desha County Medical Center, McGehee, AR. John was born August 1, 1930, to Willie 

and Ada Dillard in Monroe, LA.  
  

His early education was at Monroe Colored High and Carrol High School in Monroe, 

LA. John was a gifted athlete in high school and a result, he received an athletic schol-

arship and enrolled in AM&N College (now UAPB) in Pine Bluff, AR in 1951. While 

there, he made Pittsburg Currier All-American in football his junior year and was cap-

tain of the football team his senior year. He also joined Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

He graduated with a B.S. degree in physical education and general science. Later, he received his master’s and a 

Specialist degree in Education from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. In the winter of 1954, he enrolled 

in Worsham College of Mortuary Science in Chicago, IL.  
  

He married Maude Etta Davis in 1955. She proceeded him in death. He later met Bettye Jones while she was 

teaching at Portland School District, and they were married on March 30, 1980. 
  

In 1957, he joined Portland School District as Girls and Boys Basketball Coach and Science teacher. He was suc-

cessful in coaching his teams to win several district and state championships. He went on to become principal of 

Tillis High School, Portland High School, and finally Superintendent of the Portland School District. When Port-

land School District merged with Hamburg School District in 1984, he served as an Assistant Administrator to 

the Superintendent, Charles Allen, and was Elementary School Principal at Hamburg and Wilmot Elementary. 

He also served in many other capacities while with the district. After a total of 52 years as an educator, he retired 

in 2011.  
  

While John was married to Maude Etta, she introduced him to the Davis Family funeral business while he was in 

college, and he worked for Davis Funeral Home for 25 years starting in 1955. He and Maude Etta later established 

their own funeral business in Eudora, AR. Years later, the Dermott and Monticello locations were established 

with his current wife, Bettye. Some of his many accomplishments in the funeral profession was being named 

“Funeral Professional of the Year” for Arkansas in 2018 by the Funeral Directors and Morticians Association 

(AFD&MA), District Governor for District 6 Quad State (Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, & Texas), President 

of AFD&MA, and a member of the National Funeral Directors and Morticians Association (NFD&MA).  
  

John was a down-to-earth, humble gentleman with a personality as big as his stature. He spent many years self-

lessly giving his time to mentor youth and adults by encouraging education. In his community, he was a deacon 

at Saint Paul Missionary Baptist Church and a member of the Order of Prince Hall Masons, Ziff Lodge #119 of 

Dermott. He was also a part-time farmer, gaining an appreciation for farming at an early age from his Uncle Jim 

Clomon.  
  

He leaves to cherish his memories: his wife and business partner of 42 years, Bettye Jean Dillard; two daughters, 

Johnetta Dillard-Walker (Reginald) of Jonesboro, GA and Johneice Dillard-Black (Jarrod) of Dermott, AR; one 

son, Marvin J. Jones of Dermott, AR (they are carrying on his business legacy); six grandchildren, Nyla, Janae’, 

Jarrod, Jr., and Nadia Black of Dermott, AR and Todd and Erica Fleece, of Marion, IN; one sister, Earlene 

Chambliss of Monroe, LA; two nieces, Brenda Johnson and Mary Roberson Turner.  A host of cousins, The 

Clomons, The Briggersons, & The Wards from Louisiana and in other states; two sisters-in-law, “Peaches” 

Strickland and Dorothy Mae Davis. 

  

John was preceded in death by his parents, Willie and Ada Dillard; one son, John Willie Dillard, Jr.; two daugh-

ters, Sherrie Fleece and Joy R. Dillard and one sister, Edna Roberson-Davis. 

I’m Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, 

for now I’m free, 

I’m following the path 

God laid for me. 

I took His hand 

when I heard Him call; 

I turned my back 

and left it all. 

I could not stay another day; to laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I found that peace at the close of day. 

 

If my parting has left a void, 

then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow; 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

 

My life’s been full, I savored much; 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts and share with me, 

God wanted me now, 

He Set Me Free! 
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To My Loving Husband 
 

I thought of you with love today but that is nothing new 

I thought of you yesterday and the days before that too. 

I think of you in silence, I often speak your name; 

all I have is memories and your picture in a frame. 

Your memories are my keepsake with which I’ll never part 

God has you in his keeping, I have you in my heart. 

 

Love, Bettye 

Paw-Paw is in Heaven 
One quiet day, the angels came and took Paw-Paw away. But, in the stillness of the night, I 

could almost hear him say, “Nyla, Nae, Brother and Nadia, I will miss you, you mean the 
world to me, but Jesus called me to His side, in Heaven I will be.’  

I’m in a place of great beauty; no tears or earthly cares, 
only peace and joy forever and love beyond compere! So, remember all the good times, 

don’t think about the sad.  Treasure all the special moments through the years we’ve had; 
and if you trust in Jesus, I can promise this and more,  

You will get a hug from Paw-Paw someday on Heaven’s shore!” 

 

Reflections  
“I knew how to spell the word “atta-girl” in the Ashley County Spelling Bee because Paw-
Paw and I watched a western together earlier that week.”  -Nae 
 

“I remember when Paw-Paw made breakfast for me.  Raisin Bran cereal and eggs that were 
fried with a little fish grease from the previous night’s dinner and had way too much 
pepper on them.” -Nyla 
 

“I remember Paw-Paw would take me (we would leave the girls at home)  
to McGehee Wal-Mart, he would get in the electric chair and go to 
the toy section and let me pick a toy.  Afterwards, we would go get  
Chinese food.” -Brother (Jarrod) 

Me & Paw-Paw 

Drawing by Nadia 
9/8/2022 
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Acknowledgement from the Dillard Family 

The family of John Dillard would like to thank everyone who has offered condolences during this 

most challenging time. We are forever grateful for your sympathy and concern expressed through 

the phone calls, text messages, food, flowers, and prayers. We are grateful that God placed it on 

your hearts to think of us. We ask that he bless each of you individually and collectively for your 

outpouring of love and support. 
  

We extend “Special Thanks” to the Staff of Baptist Medical Center, and Dermott City Nursing 

Home. Your care and concern have not gone unnoticed. 

Interment: 
Davis Cemetery 
Dermott, Arkansas 

 
 

We Entrusted the Services  
for our love one to the staff of 

Bateaste Memorial Funeral Services 
329 Lower Woodville Rd, Natchez, MS 39120  

(601) 445-4388 




