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We especially want to thank those who gave of their love and time to bring joy, happiness and peace in 
Michael’s life.  Our entire family extends love, thanks and blessings to all who offered their support to us 
during our time of need.  Your visits, flowers, phone calls, cards, thoughts and prayers helped to strengthen and 
encourage us. 

 THANK YOU and MAY GOD BLESS YOU.

Acknwledgment of Thanks

 Hope remained as the battle began
The love we shared shone through

Our faith in all around us
The pride we have in you.

A man brought down, destroyed by pain
The suffering clearly showed
We held your hand from far

 away and shed our tears 
Hearts broke as you lay

Drawing each delicate breath
Silently we prayed. Day and 

night the fight wore on 
Our prayers grew stronger too

We lived and breathed your very soul
And to the Lord we asked of him

If it should come to this
To please hold you dear and love you too

That was our final wish.
Silently the angels came and 
stood at either side Of the 

bravest, kindest man we knew
And carried you to the skies of heaven

Where pain does not exist
We hold you close, relief as well as pain

But knowledge in the truth
That we may meet again

Worlds apart but hearts remain
Memories we treasure

Of the man we’re so proud to say
Was Our dad, Our father.

Love Always Your Children

The Calling



Michael Bender was born December 6, 1952, in 
Chicago, IL to Richard Smith and Sarah Bender.

Michael was affectionately known as "Mike". He 
accepted Christ at an early age and joined True 
Temple of Apostolic Faith Church under the 
leadership of Rev. S.L. Johnson. He attended Faraday 
Elementary School and later John Marshall High 
School.

Mike was a loving person. He looked out for others 
even when he didn't have anything to give. 

Mike was a jokester. You could always count on him 
to put a smile on your face. His sense of humor could 
brighten anyone's day. He had a way of capturing your 
heart. If you knew Mike, you knew he loved to play 
the lottery. He always said that when he hit big, he was 
going to take care of his children and grandchildren. 
Mike was a family man. He enjoyed the time he spent 
with his family. Family was everything to him. Mike 
was so full of life and was a joy to be around. He will 
truly be missed.

Mike departed this life on April 12, 2020,  at Loretto 
Hospital.

He is preceded in death by his father, Richard Smith 
and his mother, Sarah Bender. Three sisters, Ira, 
Pauline, and Mildred Bender. One brother Jimmy Lee 
Bender.

He leaves to cherish his memories, his wife Arie 
Johnson. Five daughters Ira Bender, Latonya Brooks, 
Angela Brooks, Michelle Gordon, and Angela 
Diehl. Four sons, Demetrius Streeter, Michael 
Brooks, Anthony Gordon, and Brat Day. Nineteen 
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
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