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“Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and 

making music to the  Lord in your hearts. And give  thanks  for everything to 

God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   Ephesians 5:19-20 

Living Life 

Life is not a race – but indeed a 

journey. Be honest. Work Hard. Be 

Choosy. Say “thank you”, “I love 

you”, and “great job” to someone 

each day. Go to church, take time 

for prayer. The Lord giveth and the 

lord taketh. Let your handshake 

mean more than pen and paper. 

Love your life and what you’ve 

been given, it is not accident – 

search for your purpose and dot it 

as best you can. Dreaming does 

matter. It allows you to become 

that which you aspire to be. Laugh 

often. Appreciate the little things in 

life and enjoy them. Some of the 

best things really are free. Do not 

worry, less wrinkles and more 

becoming. Forgive, it frees the soul. 

Take time for yourself – plan for 

longevity. Recognize the special 

people you’ve been blessed to 

know. Live  for  today,  enjoy the  

moment. 

Thelma  Mary 
A TIME TO BE BORN 

Our God creates all living things and On October 7, 1945 he created Thelma Mary 
Smith in his perfect image for Pearlie Mae Wyatt and Alfred D. Williams, Sr. 

A TIME TO DIE 

On February 9, 2021 God dispatched his heavenly angels to capture the soul of Thelma and to 

bring her home to live eternally among her mother: Pearle Mae Smith; father: Alfred D. Williams, 

Sr.; daughter: Cynthia Elaine Smith; grandson: Adrian LaVell Smith; all preceding her in death.  

A TIME TO SERVE 

Thelma gave her life to Christ at an early age and joined Bethlehem CME Church, Prattville, 

Alabama. She was a member of the senior choir, stewardesses board, and pastor’s aide committee. 

She later joined and incorporated her ministry with Goodship Missionary Baptist Church, Millbrook, 

Alabama, where she was a faithful member of M. H. Parker Ushers and Matrons, and senior and 

mass choirs.  In her community, she was a member of Autauga County Mass Choir and Autauga 

County Black Heritage Association. She was also a member of Esthers of America Society. 

A TIME TO LEARN AND EARN 

Thelma attended school at North Highland Schools in  Prattville, Alabama. She was employed with  

Gurney’s  Industries, Sunday Dinner, Prattville  Manufacturing  Industries, and  Faulkner University. 

She  was also  employed as a domestic  housekeeper for  many years working in Prattville and 

Montgomery, Alabama for Mr. and Mrs. Lanar Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stacey, Delicia Fuller, 

Dot Fuller, Cornelia Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Darrin Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Spencer, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Leslie Coles. 

A TIME TO MOURN 

She leaves to cherish her loving memories: four daughters: Brenda Pickett, Anita Smith, Sandi Davis, 

and Malisa (Coleman) McKeithen; two sons: Mack Smith and Tony (Terri) Smith; one stepdaughter: 

Billie Jean Hadnott; eighteen grandchildren; twenty four great grandchildren; one great great 

grandchild; ten brothers: James Wyatt, Billy Joe (Dorothy Ann) Miles, Morris Smith, Marvin Smith, 

Alfred D. (Ann) Williams, Jr., William Edward (Wanda) Smith, Wilbur Smith, Albert Smith, Herman 

Williams, and Rickey Jackson; nine sisters: Georgia Sheppard, Saralyn (Willie) Pace, Katie Joe (Rob)  

Milliken, Bessie Bates, Percie Marvin, Lindell (Charles) Williams, Parthenia Brantley, and Fannie 

Williams; Sam Hobbs (devoted family friend), Dee Whetstone (loving and devoted friend), Latricia 

Gardner (devoted friend and neighbor), Minister Edith Robinson (longtime and loving friend), a host 

of nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, and church family.   

Her Life and Legacy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Family and Friends Order of Service 

Processional  

Scripture 

  Old Testament 

  New Testament 

 

Pastor Sam Jackson 

Pastor Robert  L.  King 

Prayer Bishop Terence Burke 

Solo Minister Gary Parker 

Reading of Obituary Read Silently 

Acknowledgement/Resolutions LaTricia Gardner 

Words of Encouragement Minister Janice Richard 

Solo Phoenix Youngblood 

Spoken Words Pastor Derwin V. Perry 

Recessional  

“The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in 

handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s cele-

brate together!’   Matthew 25:23 
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Beloved Neighbor 

If Tears Could Build A Stairway 
  

 
If tears could build a stairway 

And memories were a lane 
We would walk right up to heaven 

And bring you back again 
  

No farewell words were spoken 
No time to say goodbye 

You were gone before we knew it 
And only God knows why 

  
Our heart still aches with sadness 

And secret tears still flow 
What it meant to lose you 

No one will ever know 
  

But now we know you wouldn’t want us  
To mourn for you no more 

To remember all the happy times 
Life still has much in store 

  
Since you'll never be forgotten 

We pledge to you today 
A hallowed place within my heart 

Is where you'll always stay

Farewell To My Beloved Neighbor - Thelma Lou 
 

Everyone has neighbors whether you live in a house, an apartment or even in a school 
dorm.  Some are good neighbors and some are bad.  
Some you only want to see on your way in and out, 
and some you could care less about interacting with.  
However, one doesn’t really realize the impact that a 
neighbor can have until you have a remarkable one 

living right next door. 

I am saddened during this time and I cannot stop 
thinking about Thelma Lou not being right next door to 
me anymore.  It’s just     going to be so different!  I’m 
not the best at accepting changes and it’s definitely 
going to be hard for me not being able go over to 
her house, walk in and see her sitting in the front room 
or on the porch and we began enjoying each other 
company, drinking a cold dr. pepper, eating, talking, watching television and listing to gos-
pel music.  I always felt so comfortable at Thelma Lou’s house, just like being at my own 

house. 

Yes, we were Nosey Neighbors; We looked out for “each other”.  Alright Thelma Lou, you 
know I would trust your opinion on how things looked.  Since now you are resting and in no 
more pain and you want be available in October. I plan to do a better job decorating my 
Christmas trees this year, since you told me last year that I did not have enough decoration 

on them. 

I’m forever thankful that we were neighbors.  I want forget the times that we have shared.  

I Love you Thelma Lou, my Friend and Neighbor (this you know because I told you so). 

I’m Trusting and Depending on Jesus to Help me through this Season. 

No one will ever replace my favorite neighbor. 

Latricia Gardner 


