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Celebrating Life’s Essence
FOR

Mrs. Melvin Elizabeth Shepherd

The weary Hours, the days of pain,
The sleepless nights are past.
The ever patient worn out frame,
Has found sweet peace at last.

Alpha
An Expression of Gratitude

Omega

April 30, 1945

July 15, 2021

The family of Mrs. Melvin Elizabeth Franklin Shepherd would like to share our sincere
appreciation to all those who participated, loved, and supported us in such times as these.
—The Family—

Professional Service Arrangements Entrusted to:

Lester Lackey & Sons
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Saturday, July 24, 2021
Twelve O’clock Noon
THE POTTERS HOUSE

1163 Reynolds Street ~ P.O. Box 629
Covington, Georgia 30015 ~ Phone: (770) 786-6177
Email: llackeyandsons@aol.com

1120 Crowell Road
Covington, Georgia 30014

This note is to express sympathy and our appreciation for your trust in us. It is our purpose to give
thoughtful service, and if in doing so we have helped to lighten your burden, our aim has been
accomplished. We sincerely hope that our services have been deserving of your confidence.

REVEREND RICKY BRADFORD, PASTOR
MINISTER RUFUS ROSEBERRY, EULOGIST

Assisted by Others

~ The Life and Legacy ~
Of

Melvin Elizabeth Shepherd
Mrs. Melvin Elizabeth Franklin Shepherd was born on April 30, 1945, in Covington, Georgia
to the late Mr. Benjamin Franklin and the late Mrs. Gracie Freeman Franklin. Melvin was called
home early Thursday morning to be with the Lord July 15, 2021.
She attended Baily Johnson High School in Alpharetta, Georgia. Melvin later relocated to
Conyers, Georgia and attended J.P. Carr High School. Mrs. Shepherd joined the Clear Spring Baptist
Church in Alpharetta, Georgia at an early age. After relocating to Conyers, Georgia she attended
Springfield Baptist Church, Almon, Georgia when it was under the Leadership of Rev. A.L. Weaver;
she was ordained with her husband Deacon Henry L. Shepherd when he became a Deacon by Rev. A.
L. Weaver.
Mrs. Shepherd retired from Newton County School System. She was a great homemaker and
loved to cook. Melvin truly enjoyed spending time with her husband, children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren. She loved the Christmas holidays.
Melvin married the love of her life Deacon Henry Louis Shepherd on October 13th, 1964, to
this union three children were born, Sharron Lafay, Rita Ann and Louis Veshone Shepherd.
She leaves to cherish her wonderful memories; her devoted husband of fifty-six years, Deacon
Henry Louis Shepherd; three loving children, Mrs. Sharon L. Shepherd Jones, Mrs. Rita A (Bill)
Benton and Mr. Veshone (Terri) Shepherd, five precious grandchildren, Antonio Carter, McKale
Shepherd, Ritavian Benton, Jashone Shepherd and Brian Shepherd; two great grandchildren,
Madison Carter and Kynlee Carter; sisters, Ms. Rosie Franklin McElhaney, Mrs. Mary Franklin
(Albert) Banks, Ms. Fannie Kate Franklin Golden, Ms. Dorothy Franklin Green, Ms. Sarah Franklin
Sullivan and Ms. Willie M. Franklin; brothers, Deacon Bennie (Nancy) Franklin, Mr. Willie C. (Essie)
Franklin, Mr. Arthur G. Franklin and Mr. Johnny B. (Lillie) Franklin; sister-in-law, Ms. Mattie M.
Shepherd Burnett; brother -in-law, Mr. L. B. Shepherd; special nephew, Mr. Craig A. Franklin; special
niece, Mrs. Pamela Franklin Sims and Ms. Deborah Shepherd, and a host of nieces, nephews, great
nieces, great nephews, other relatives, and friends. Melvin will be sorely missed by all that knew her
because of her contagious smile and laugh.
Take your wings and fly high and continue the journey to meet the Lord in the sky,
We Love you,
The Family

Missing You
Still I hear those voices
From a time so long ago.
I see so many faces
But not the one I love and know.
I walk the same old streets,
Hear your footsteps just the same.
How I'd love to wake tomorrow
And walk with you once again.
Just to look into your eyes
And tell you about my day.
It's those little things I miss
Since the day you went away.
I now pray to God in heaven
To keep you in his care,
To comfort you and heal this hurt
Until the day I meet you there.

~ The Order of Service ~
Prelude………………………………………………………………………….........………………………………………..
Processional…………………………….....……………………………………………………………….…………………
Scripture Readings
Old Testament—……………………………………………………………………………Linda Gail Johnson
New Testament—……………………………………………………………..Reverend John Strickland, Jr.
Prayer of Comfort……………………………………………………………….……………...…..Deacon M. Milton
Musical Selection ……………………………..…….…….………………..………………………………………………..
Reflections……………………….…….….Please Limit To Two Minutes…………….........................................
Kenneth Morgan- Covington City Council
Chester Lamar Franklin, Sr.
Word of Comfort…………………………………………………………………….………Minister LaWanda Huff
Solo………………………………..…………………………….………………………………….............Brittany Bolaj
Eulogy…………………………..………………………………………………………….…Minister Rufus Roseberry

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & THE DIRECTOR’S PRESENTATION

Staff of Lester Lackey & Sons

Recessional……………….………………….…...........................................………………………………….………..
REPAST
No Repast due to COVID-19

INTERMENT
Springfield Baptist Church Cemetery
Rev. Dr. Eric W. Lee, Sr.

A Letter to Mama
Dear Mama,
Today is an extremely hard day for us as we prepare to say our goodbyes to our “Queen”.
One week ago, we were preparing for you to come home but God had a different home
for you to go to. As we were preparing for you to come to your earthy home. He was
preparing you for your heavenly home. A home where you would not suffer in silence
anymore. No more pain, no more sorrow, no more worrying. Just pure joy. We could
never give you what your Heavenly Father has given you. We know now that you were
prepared to go. But how do we pick up the pieces to go on without you. Our lives will
never be the same. So many memories we will hold in our hearts, so many tears we will
cry, but we know that you are having the time of your life with Papa Ben and Grandma
Gracie and all your other sisters and brothers that have gone ahead of you. We know
that your spirit will surround us and live in our hearts forever. Enjoy the big family
reunion that is taking place up there and remember that we love you to the moon and
back, don’t worry about daddy, we will take care of him like he’s always taken care of us.
Rest in Heavenly Peace our “Queen Elizabeth” until we see you again. Gone from our
lives but never gone from our hearts.
Your children,
Sharron Faye, Rita Ann and Shone.
We miss you more than we can express
when you’re up there cooking for your family don’t forget to drop your family down
here some chicken and dressing, and your famous sweet potato pies.

