
Ron was born on April 19, 1958, the son of Earl 
and Janice (Galle) DeFauw, in Geneseo, IL. He 
graduated from Geneseo High School, class of 
1976. He married Julie Cryer on September 10, 
1983, at St. Anthony Catholic Church, Atkinson. 
He was employed at John Deere as a welder and 
in marketing until his retirement. He was a 
farmer at heart and enjoyed working on his 
father’s farm. He loved old John Deere Tractors, 
especially two-cylinder John Deere Tractors. He 
was a gear head and loved working on anything 
with an engine. 

Those left to cherish his memory include his 
wife, Julie, Atkinson, IL; sons, Ryan (Rachel 
Murray) DeFauw, Grand Junction, CO, and Kyle 
DeFauw, Denver, CO; sisters, Lynette (Ken) 
DeSmith, Atkinson, IL, Julie (Jay) Minnaert, 
Atkinson, IL; and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Earl 
and Janice.  
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Mass of Christian Burial
Saturday | November 6, 2021 | 10:30

St. Anthony Catholic Church
Atkinson, IL

Celebrant
Reverend S. Stephen Engelbrecht

Deacon Nick Simon

Eternal Resting Place
St. Anthony Cemetery

Atkinson, IL

Musical Selections By
Sue Mochel- Organist
Sue Floriani - Soloist

Casket Bearers
Jason Minnaert, Blake Verstraete
Frank Verstraete, Dan DeSmith

Ron DeSmith, Bob Happel

The Best

God saw you getting tired 
And a cure was not to be. 

So He put His arms around you 
And whispered “Come to Me.” 

With tearful eyes we watched you, 
And saw you pass away. 

Although we loved you dearly, 
We could not make you stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating, 
Hard working hands at rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us, 
He only takes the best. 
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