Gary was born May 4, 1950, the son of Francis and Janice
(Gochanour) Harlacher, in Streator, IL. He graduated from
Streator High School and went on to attend Illinois State, then
received his master’s degree from Saint Xavier University,
Chicago. Gary spent the majority of his professional career as
a teacher and coach at Geneseo High School, while previously
also spending time at Westmer High School, Rock Falls High
School, TriValley High School, Rock Island High School and
Riverdale High School. In 2013, Gary was inducted by his
peers into the Illinois Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame. His
passions included coaching, attending his grandchildren’s
events, traveling, golfing, horse racing, and the New York
Yankees.

Those left to cherish his memory include his loving partner,
Cheryl Luck, Ladd, IL; children, Devon (Dan) Schaaf,
Geneseo, IL, and Ryan Harlacher, Los Angeles, CA;
grandchildren, Hayden, Reese, and Connor Schaaf; siblings,
Peggy (Don) Kleppin, Rutland, IL, Debbie Bateson, Clinton,
IL, Marlene (Bob) Horton, Streator, IL, Cheryl (Greg)
Drysdale, Streator, IL Brenda (Jim) Lewis, Streator, IL, and
Terry Harlacher, Streator, IL; and cousin, Louis Burcar,
Streator, IL.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Francis and Janice;
sister, Kathy McAchran; and grandchildren, Drew and Owen
Schaaf.
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A Mass of Christian Burial
Monday. October 11, 2021 | 1030 am
St. Malachy Catholic Church
Geneseo, IL

Officiant
Deacon Robert O'Rourke

Musical Selections By
Mary Frimml

St. Malachy Resurrection Choir
Eternal Resting Place
Oakwood Cemetery

(Mental Toughness Extra Effort) Casket Bearers

Alan Holder, Dave Aper
Jessie Dobbles, Brad Storm
Rick Thomas, Jeff Verstraete

Honorary Casket Bearers
Roger Ray, Mike Kiss
Denny Diericx, Dan Rogers
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