
Geraldine Johanson, 84, of Geneseo, passed away peacefully at her 
home on Tuesday, August 4, 2020. A memorial service will be 10:30 
a.m., August 15, 2020, at Vandemore Funeral Homes & Crematory –
Geneseo Chapel. Reverend Laura Kamprath will officiate. Inurnment 
will follow at Oakwood. A visitation will be held from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 
a.m., prior to memorial service at the funeral home. Memorials may 
be directed to the Geraldine Johanson Memorial Fund. 

Geraldine was born August 4, 1936, the daughter of Marie (Lundin) 
Hayes, Chicago, IL. She graduated from Lakeview High School in 1955, 
where she was a baton twirling majorette. Geraldine then attended 
Metro Business College, Chicago. She sang with the Viking Choraliers 
and was Lucia of Chicago, 1957. In July of 1957, at a Viking Gurnee 
picnic, she met the love of her life Perry Johanson and married him 
on November 26, 1960, in Chicago. Together they raised two beautiful 
children, Yvonne and Kevin. Perry preceded her in death on January 
24, 2014. She was employed as a teacher’s aide at Julia Molloy 
Education Center, Morton Grove, IL. She also was the accountant for 
her husband’s business. In 2001, after retirement, they moved to 
Geneseo, where the grandchildren kept her busy. Geraldine enjoyed 
working with children, watching beautiful sunsets, and was meticulous 
at making lists. She loved hosting parties and made special memories 
with family and friends on their boat in Three Lakes, Wisconsin, and 
Lake Michigan. She volunteered at Millikin Elementary and the Dance 
Studio, Artists in Motion. She loved flowers, her dog Chloe, and 
especially her grandchildren. 

Those left to cherish her memory include her daughter, Yvonne 
(James) Wayne, Geneseo; son, Kevin Johanson, Geneseo; grandchildren, 
Garrick (Mercedes) Wayne, Kyle (fiancé Caley Lawrence) Wayne, and 
Lydia Wayne; and family in Sweden.
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A Memorial Service To Celebrate Her Life
Saturday, August 15, 2020  10:30 a.m.

Vandemore Funeral Homes & Crematory
Geneseo, IL

Officiant
Reverend Laura Kamprath

Readings By
Garrick, Kyle, Lydia

Reunited For Eternity
Geraldine and Perry
Oakwood Cemetery

Geneseo, IL

Beyond The Sunset

Beyond the sunset’s radiant glow,
There is a brighter world, I know.

Where golden glories ever shine,
Beyond the thought of day’s decline.

Beyond the sunset I may spend,
Delightful days that never end.

Beyond the sunset’s purple rim,
Beyond the twilight, deep and dim.

Where clouds and darkness never come,
My soul shall find its heavenly home.

Beyond the desert, dark and drear,
The golden city will appear.

And morning’s lovely beams arise,
Upon my mansion in the skies.
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