
Joel R. Vandemore
July 2, 1967 - May 31, 2020

Joel was born on July 2, 1967, the son of Darrell “Ki” Vandemore 
and Mary Margaret Ullrick, in Geneseo.  He graduated from 
Atkinson High School.  He attended Worsham College of Mortuary 
Science, Chicago, IL.  Joel married Janel Longhorn, and together 
they were business partners at the funeral home.  He was a loving 
father and immensely proud of his two daughters, Emma and Mia.  
He was considered the guiding light in a very close knit and loving 
family.  One of his daily enjoyments was going to his mom’s house 
for a beer and cheese and crackers.  He was a successful funeral 
director, starting two wonderful businesses. He followed in the 
footsteps of his grandfather, proudly serving the people of Henry 
County.  Joel would deny it if asked, but he loved his stray cat, 
Lilly.  He was a member of the Geneseo Rotary, Geneseo Chamber 
of Commerce, Knights of Columbus, and American Funeral 
Directors.  He was a proud supporter of the Henry County Fair and 
the swine show in particular.  

Those left to cherish his memory include his daughters, Emma 
(Joey Lambin) Vandemore, Alpha, IL, and Amelia “Mia” 
Vandemore, Geneseo; mother, Mary Margaret Will, Geneseo; 
sisters, Tina (Rock) VanOpDorp, Atkinson, and Robin (Jim) 
VanMeenen, Atkinson; brothers, Terry (Jill) Vandemore, Geneseo, 
and Tom (Virg) Vandemore, Atkinson; step-sisters, Deb Viane, Pam 
Fisher, and Julie Langford; nieces and nephews, Martha (Jim) Ries, 
Geneseo, Tony (Kate) Vandemore, Brookfield, MO, Anne (Robert) 
Hempel, Morrison, CO, Molly (Andrew) Timmerman, Geneseo, 
and Maggy (Blake) Spivey; great-nieces and nephews, Abigail 
Vanderploeg, Cooper Ries, Emmy Timmerman, Jack Timmerman, 
Victoria and Vivian Vandemore, Auggie and Greta Hempel, and 
Mason Spivey.

Joel was preceded in death by his father, Ki Vandemore, his 
stepfather, Jim Will, aunt, Joann Vandemore, step-sister, Rhonda 
Diericx, and great-nephew, Luke Timmerman.



Funeral Service To Celebrate His Life
Friday, June 5, 2020  10:00 a.m.

St. Anthony Catholic Church
Atkinson, IL

Celebrants
Reverend S. Stephen Engelbrecht

Reverend Michael Pakula

Eternal Resting Place
St. Anthony Cemetery

Casket Bearers
Brett VanDeWoestyne

Kale Causemaker
Steve Buysse
Mark Taber

Troy Minnaert
Brent Moens

Honorary Casket Bearers
Stanley "Toot" Causemaker

Morry Atwell
Victor Dzekunskas, Jr.

The Undertaker

This is for the Undertaker
Whose story is sad to tell,

For what he does is never men oned,
And o en overlooked as well.

He’s not at all what you might picture,
He’s not wrinkled, old and grey.
His face is not the pasty white,

Like storybooks portray.

Some people laugh and make their jokes,
And some turn up their nose,
And many think it is strange,

For the life that he had chose.

But there are many things that they don’t see,
And even more that they don’t know.

Like all the nights he gets no rest,
But never lets it show.

I have seen him work both night and day,
With no me to eat or sleep.

To care for those in mourning,
And comfort those who weep.

The load he carries on his shoulders,
Is more than you or I could bear.

But he always seems to nd the me,
To show you that he cares.

So, when you see the undertaker,
Make sure you see the man,

That does the job that no one wants
And that no one understands.

Take the me to shake his hand,
And a moment to just say “hi”,

I think you’ll nd the undertaker,
Is just an ordinary guy.


