
Joseph L. Buresh
April 4, 1960 - April 9, 2020

Joe was born on April 4, 1960, in Jackson County Public Hospital, Maquoketa, Iowa, to 
Joseph F. and Alda (Ilgis) Buresh. He was a 1978 graduate of Oxford Junction High 
School. He graduated from Coe College with a Bachelor of Education degree and 
began a 35-year long career in public education. After teaching for several years, he 
attended Western Illinois University and obtained his master’s degree in K-12 
administration. 

Joe was a career educator and public-school administrator. He spent the majority of 
his career as the superintendent of the Annawan School District.  After retiring from 
the Annawan School District in 2017, Joe continued his career as the elementary 
principal at Costa Catholic Academy in Galesburg, IL.  Joe served on several 
professional organizations. He was a member of the Education Executive Board, 
serving as the chairman three times. Joe especially enjoyed his role as a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Illinois Elementary School Association (IESA).  Joe was a 
valued member of the Illinois Association of School Administrators where he was the 
Black Hawk Division’s Superintendent of the Year on two separate occasions.

Joe married Rhonda (Pestka) Buresh on May 28, 1983.  He enjoyed raising their five 
children alongside Rhonda during their 37-year marriage. Joe and Rhonda enjoyed 
their time traveling. One of Joe’s favorite gifts was to surprise Rhonda with a fully 
planned trip, including the best places to eat, at the desired destination.    

Joe was a HUGE advocate for Annawan and Annawan/Wethersfield academic and 
athletic successes.  He felt blessed to not only support his children’s athletic careers 
but also to be instrumental in the success of local high school and college athletes.  
His greatest fulfillment came from helping young adults reach their full potential.

Outside of education, Joe followed college sports, with a specific love of the Iowa 
Hawkeyes. He was an active attendant at Kinnick Stadium and Carver Arena.  He took 
inspiration from Michael Jordan throughout his coaching career - coaching volleyball, 
basketball, and softball.   During the offseason, Joe and Rhonda looked forward to 
enjoying a Kenny Chesney concert together.

Joe and Rhonda returned to their roots of farming and established a horse ranch in 
March of 2019.  The dream of Buresh Horse Farms became a reality with the 
instrumental help of Joe’s son Beau.  Joe cherished sharing his experiences on the farm 
with his children and grandchildren.

Joe looked forward to all holiday and birthday dinners. He enjoyed preparing special 
suppers that including an extensive line up of appetizers, seafood, main meat course, 
and specialty drinks.

I've never lost a game, 
I just ran out of time.

-Michael Jordan



Graveside Service Celebrating His Life
Wednesday, April 15, 2020  1:30 p.m.

Mayflower Cemetery
Oxford Junction, IA

Celebrant
Reverend William Miller

Casket Bearers
Joseph "Beau" Buresh

Ben Buresh, Jeff Buresh
Murray Shedeck, Tyler Storm

Shane Kazubowski

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date and time at the 

Buresh Horse Ranch. 

Memorials may be directed to the 
Joseph Buresh Memorial Fund.

God our Father,
Your power brings us to birth,

Your spirit guides our lives,
And by Your will, we return to dust.

Lord, those who die 
still live in Your presence,

eir lives change, but do not end.
I pray in hope for 

my family, relatives, and friends.

In company with Christ,
May they rejoice in Your peace,

Where all our tears are wiped away.
Unite us together again in one family

With your love forever and ever.

Amen

I like winners...

-Joe L. Buresh


