
Curt was born on February 10, 1949, in Geneseo, the son of 
Clarence “Red” and Ruby (Benoodt) Swanson. He was a 
graduate of Geneseo High School. He proudly served our 
country in the U.S. Army, as a sergeant, serving in Germany. 
Curt was united in marriage to Denise “Dee” Stenzel on 
December 14, 1985, in Geneseo. He was employed at J.F. 
Edwards Electrical Construction Division, for 13 years. He 
later worked for the Illinois Department of Transportation in 
the Knox County Division. Curt was a lifetime member of the 
Don Cherry VFW post, enjoyed fishing, was an avid NASCAR 
racing fan, and truly loved his Labrador dogs. His wit, humor, 
and his gift to make us smile and laugh will be greatly missed.  

Survivors include his wife, Dee; daughters, Curstine Swanson, 
Melan (Percy Kilcrease), Louisiana, and Melissa (Brett) 
Swanson, Moline; grandson, Tyler Melan, Louisiana; sisters, 
Judy (Michael) Schachter, Wisconsin, and Janelle (Bill) 
Patterson, Maryland; mother-in-law, Carolyn Stenzel, Geneseo; 
many nieces, nephews and cousins; his NWSC families; and 
Nolan, Sidney, Morgan, and Dominic.

Curt was preceded in death by his parents, his son, Brock 
Swanson, and father-in-law, Ron Stenzel. 
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A True Fisherman
A true fisherman knows when 
and where the fish are biting.

He rises up early in the morning, 
plying the water for that elusive catch, 

waiting in the stillness for a nibble, 
A slight twitch in the line, 
expertly he reels it in—

A good fisherman knows a 
keeper when he sees one,

he knows when to toss one back, 
and when to head for home. 

Graveside Service
Oakwood Cemetery

Saturday, September 19, 2020 
9 a.m.

Officiant
Reverend Marty Briney

Eternal Resting Place
Oakwood Cemetery

Memorials may be made to:
Curt Swanson Memorial Fund
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