
John was born November 18, 1953, the son of Walter and Veva 
(Welch) VanDeWoestyne, in Geneseo. He graduated from 
Atkinson High School.  John married Judy E. Burmeister on 
April 7, 1990, in Davenport, IA.  He was employed by the City 
of Geneseo for 34 years, retiring as Public Works Director in 
2009.  John’s first loves were theatre and music.  He was 
currently the president of the Richmond Hill Players and served 
as the business manager.  He was instrumental in directing and 
participating in more than 100 productions and was 
affectionately known as “Mr. Richmond Hill”.  He enjoyed 
singing with the Pleasant Valley Men.  His love from a young 
age led him to performing and participating as a musician as well 
as a leader with the Knights Drum and Bugle Corp.  He was a 
member of the Geneseo Rotary Club and Grace United 
Methodist Church.  He and Judy enjoyed their time spent with 
their dinner club and those times with their friends.  He 
participated in a weekly bible study on Wednesdays and he loved 
playing poker with his buddies.

Those left to cherish his memory include his wife, Judy; 
children, Emily VanDeWoestyne, Davenport, IA, and Shay 
VanDeWoestyne, Davenport, IA; niece, Andrea Mock; and 
nephew, Larry Mock.

He is preceded by his parents, brother Farrell Mock, and his 
sister, Sister Sandra Mock.
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Funeral Service To Celebrate His Life
Tuesday, March 31, 2020  10:30 a.m.

Vandemore Funeral Homes & Crematory
Geneseo, IL

Officiant
Reverend Melva England

Eternal Resting Place
Oakwood Cemetery

Geneseo, IL

Casket Bearers
Tony Garcia, Ted Carton

Kevin VanDeWoestyne, Jeff Hogue
Chad VanDeWoestyne
Keith VanDeWoestyne

Honorary Casket Bearers
Stan "Toot" Causemaker
Brett VanDeWoestyne

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.
- William Shakespeare
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