
Lantz was born on October 28, 1936, the son of Carl and 
Dorothy (Martin) Ropp, in his rural Geneseo home he 
currently lived in. He graduated from Hillsdale High School 
where he met the love of his life, Mary Hanna. They 
married on June 9, 1956, at United Brethren, Joslin, IL. He 
owned and operated his own farm. He was a member of the 
Hillsdale Fire Department for 36 years, as well as former 
chief, the Penny Slough Drainage District for over forty 
years, member of Erie Christian Church, and the Antique 
Engine & Tractor Association. Lantz enjoyed Minneapolis -
Moline tractors immensely. He was a joker and especially 
loved spending time with his kids, grandchildren, and great -
grandchildren.

Those left to cherish his memory include his wife of 66 
years, Mary; daughters, Mona (Chuck) Temple, and Kelly 
West; son, Bruce (Robin) Ropp; grandchildren, Eric Temple, 
Melissa (Colin) Mix, Brock West, Chelsea West, Hannah (James) 
Pace, Jordan (Jett) Black; great -grandchildren, Roman Mix, 
Myla Mix, and Stormy Black; and sister, Frances (Donald) 
Schaver.

Lantz was preceded in death by his parents, Carl and 
Dorothy Ropp; and brothers, Martin Ropp and Walter Ropp.
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October 28, 1936 - July 30, 2022



And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned 
paradise and said, I need a caretaker.

 So God Made a Farmer.
God said, I need somebody strong enough to clear trees 
and heave bales, yet gentle enough to tame lambs and 
wean pigs and tend the pink combed pullets, who will 

stop his mower for an hour to splint the broken leg of a 
Meadow Lark.

So God Made a Farmer.
It had to be somebody who'd plow deep and straight and 
not cut corners, somebody to seed and weed, feed and 
breed, rake and disc, plow and plant, tied the fleece and 
strain the milk. Somebody who'd bale a family together 
with the soft, strong bonds of sharing, who'd laugh and 
then sigh, and then reply with smiling eyes when his son 

says he wants to spend his life doing what Dad does.
So God Made a Farmer.

A Celebration Of His Life
Friday, August 5, 2022 | 11:00 a.m.

Vandemore Funeral Home
Geneseo, IL

Officiant
Pastor Nathan Bright

There will be a luncheon following the service at 
Antique Engine & Tractor Association

13451 IL HWY 92, Geneseo, IL, 61254


