
Jim was born on June 5, 1934, in Geneseo the son of 
Elmer and Esther (Kohnert) Rahn. He was a graduate 
of Geneseo High School and was united in marriage to 
Donna Yarger on May 9, 1954, in Kewanee, IL. She 
preceded him in death in 2012. Jim was a member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and owned and operated 
his farms for most of his life. Jim and Donna enjoyed 
bingo, playing cards, traveling to Arizona for the 
winter, and spending time with the grandchildren. 

Survivors include his children; Kathy (Kevin) Remick of 
Cambridge, IL, Cindy (Jim) Bishop of Alexis, IL, Dennis 
(Gigi) Rahn of Lena, IL; grandchildren; Nicholas Sheehy, 
Angela (Jason) Parrish, Caitlen (Geoffrey) Hahn, Olivia 
Bishop, Christopher Bishop, Patrice, and Carissa; one 
great granddaughter, Kaia (James) Parrish; sisters-in-
law, Wanda Rahn, Mary Yarger and Dorothy Yarger.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Elmer and 
Esther; wife, Donna; and brothers, Elmer Rahn Jr. and 
Edwin Rahn.
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And on the 8th day, God looked down 
on his planned paradise and said, 

I need a caretaker.
 So God Made a Farmer.

God said, I need somebody strong 
enough to clear trees and heave bales, 
yet gentle enough to tame lambs and 
wean pigs and tend the pink combed 

pullets, who will stop his mower for an 
hour to splint the broken leg 

of a Meadow Lark.
So God Made a Farmer.

It had to be somebody who'd plow deep 
and straight and not cut corners, 

somebody to seed and weed, feed and 
breed, rake and disc, plow and plant, tied 

the fleece and strain the milk. 
Somebody who'd bale a family together 
with the soft, strong bonds of sharing, 

who'd laugh and then sigh, and then 
reply with smiling eyes when his son 

says he wants to spend his life 
doing what Dad does.

So God Made a Farmer.
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Eternal Resting Place
St. John's Lutheran Cemetery
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